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The new Negro lacks

. of thinking.

imagination.

He must needs develop the
selfish motive. Race must rise above self in mind and
He must not only be law abiding, but

the religious: conviction of

the old leadership and has nothing to take its place. In
my view he is destined to lamentable .failure until he
strikes a deeper spiritual and moral note than which
now seems to characterize his mood of mind and way

racial instead of the

alert about the righteous enforcement of righteous law.

The New Negro And
The Higher Education

On May 16th I delivered an-ad-
dress upon this topic before the Al-
pha Phi Alpha fraternity of Chi-
cago, in connection with their “Go
to College Week.,” Definition lies
at the basis of all clear thinking.
[ endeavored to give u working def-
inition of the New Negro as cun-
trasted with the old,

The distinction was of course
limited to the educated Negro with
respect td the leadership of the
race. The intellectual elite grew
out of the Civil War and were the
product of schools and colleges
which sprung up-as i consedquence
of this great conflict, The type of
product is largely determined by the
nature of the influences which pvo-
duce it.

Older Leadership

The older Negro leadership had
its mainspring in philanthropy. It
revolved upon the pivot of religion.
The main purpose was at first  to
produce ministers of the Gospel who
should stand in the high place of
religlous and moral direction of the
ignorant and unawakened inusses.
The motive was purely altruistic.
The missionary can only give what
he has.

The Northern men and women
who came South immediately after
the war were religious enthuslasts.
.ney looked upon the Negro us a
great missionary fleld for religious
and evangelistic effort. There was
more joy in their heart when one
Negro sinner confessed repentance
than when ninety and nine learned
a good lesson.

Religion Dominant

'he old Negro leader wus there-
fure motivated Ly religien as  the
chief means of redeeming his race,
both in America and in  Africa.
The two ¢ontinents were one and
inseparable as furnishing the sphere
of endeavor for the Negro cunvert
and graduate,

1 wish to stop here to commend
the comprehensiveness of their wis-
dom which suwpasses that of our
short "sighted present day policy.
1he race question can never be soiv-
ed in America apart from the basic
factor on the Afrlcan continent.

Race and color will be a stigma
and and reproach as long as there
remaias that great veservolr of
blackness, ignorance and degrada-
tion. So long as blackness remains
s a cause of inferior qualities wny-
where on the [ace of the earth, the
African will shere the stigma wher-
ever he is to be found.

The white race boasts of Its su-
perfority because wherever the white
race is found it stands for a certain
average of civilizatlon and culiure
which ranges far above the level of
that of other ra es and colors.

Hypothecated Program

The old Negro leader wds led to
believe that equality with the white
race, like the Kingdom of Heaven
was at hand. He felt that all that
was necessary to do was to acquire
the requisite education and advance-
ment in culturzl ways, and preju-
dices would. speedily pasy away.

Upon the basis of this belief he
hypothecated his whole program of
procedure. The old political leader
like the early Christian Dbelievers,
thought that the greal consumation
would come in their own day and
generation beforc many then living
should have tasted death.

The political leaders belleved,
with an unshakable Juith, that the
Civil War Amendments would jmn-
mediately be enforced. They sought
to bring about national legislation
to hasten thg conclusion Ly legis-
lative fiat,

Economic Factor.

The old Negro leadership believ-
ed more in man than in money.
Little did it reckon on the economic
factor as an element in race solu-
tion. ~

Booker T. Washington brought in
this essential doctrine Lut was bit-
terly combatted by those who had
been steeped in the more ethereal
doctrine of equity, justice and Lroth-
erhood. But the Hampton-Tuske-
gee philosophy did not. essentially
change the type of character of
Negro leadership. It merely added
a new factor. But hope and doc~
trine’ remained -the same,

Then came the World ‘War. A
new order of things, ii was thought,
was to be ushered in. The Negro
felt that he was to be the benefi-
clary of this new order. Democra-
¢y, and brotherhood hecame the
watchword. High sounding phrases
filled the ear. - The lesser breeds of
men believed that thel. day had
come.

4

Rude Awakenfng

But thé Negro soon had a rude
awakening, - e found himself
pushed backward, rather than for-
vard on the scale of broutherhood
and equality. ~tle began to re-ex-
amine the foundations of his for-
mer. belief. He wished to be reis-
sured of the faith that was in him.

It was in the midst of this crit-
fcal self-examination thut the New
Negro was born. It does -not yet
appear: just what he shall be. Svu
far he has no detinitely stated phli-
osophy and nc stated program, He
hopes fur a better day and a better
way, but is impotent to find the
means of effecting cither. He notes
the comparative failure of the older
dispensatjon. Philanthropy has
done much, but has not accomplish-
ed the. great ends it .ulmed at in
the beginning. lts great objectives
have not been realized.

Religious earnestness no longer
obsesses the mind and haunts the
soul of the Negro intelligentia, A
cold and painful religious indiffer-
entium has supplanted the furmer
zeil and enthusiasm.

Religion Recedes

The first missionaries would
appalled could . they revisit
sabhcols and colleges which
fajth founded and tind such
fajth still remaining.

The spiritual and moral leadershp
of the race, has not bheen reeruited
from the college -and the university
to the extent and degree which they
hoped- their endeavor would bring
to pass. Fquallty between the rac-
es seems to recede as an ideial when
they thought they were in sight of
the goal. Politicul and- civil rights
then thought to be secure have since
slipped buck to an amazing degree.

Peace and goodl will which they
prayed would come through prog-
ress and righteousness now seem
as far off as ever. ldas the old type
of leadership, based upon religlon.
consecration, equity and brotherhood
failed? or are we merely passing
through u darkened -phuse of the
changing moon?

New Negro

Can we reach the way out by pur-
suing the same oid beaten path or
must a4 new and better wuay be
found? The New Negro flounders
amidst (these perplexing queries.
Like the old Negro, he reiies upon
the influence .of the higher educi-
tion. The Alpha Pht Alpha Fra-
ternity alone, lo say nothing of oth-
er intercollegiate fraternities and
sororities, numbers some three ot
tour thousund graduate and under-
graduate members. They seek
principle and a ‘program.

Dr. Loeke has suggested what he
calls the “creative way out”. Ac-
cording to this.philosophy, the Ne-
gro intelligentia must enter upon
creative work in Mterature and art.
By so doing he will show to the
world that he has in him the'fine
stuff- out of which tine people are
made. .

The old

be
the
their
little

Negro leader was intel-
lectually sterile. Ie could only re-
peat; he could not create. This is
always the effect of philanthropic
guidance, 1t produces pupils, but
never (}13(:19\05. .so fur, so good.
Creative Genius :

The New Negro will do well to
create. Let -him turn his soul wrong
slde out ‘n music, poetry, art and
rythmic motion. But herein lies a
dunger which needs a word of cau-
tion. ~ Any race which sells its soul
damns its soul.:

serely to. hurlesque Negro life
and character for the amusement
of white -tolk Is self belittling and
sel(-debasing.” The' self-respecting
Jew, under similar stéess of induce-
ment, did rather hang his harp up-
on the willow tree than sing the
songs of 2ion In a strange land for
the sport’ ~and mirth of strange
ears; .

Lacks Conviction

The New Negro lacks the religi-
ous conviction -of the old leadership,
and has nothing to take its place.
In my view he:.is destined to la-
mentable ‘faflure “until he strikes a
déeper spiiitual. -and_ moral note
than which, now ‘seems to character-
{ze his mood-and mind and ways of
thinking. ... . . ;

He must needs develop the social
instead of-the. selfish motive. Race;
musgt rise above self in mind and|

‘World Wide Problem

Any group of people who limit
ithelr  intellectnal  and  emotional -~
coneern to their own problems will
soon become cramped with ingrow-
[ng paing. The Jews became spe-
ceialists in every domain of human
!.:nuwledge. But in every instance
it redounds to the honor and glory
;of the Jewish race.

’ The Negru can not solve his lit-
"the problem as it were in a corn-
er. Qur domestic race problem i
"but a part of the world wide issue
of race adjustment. The Negra
seholar is as important o faector in
race solutifon as the worker in prac-.
tical fields of endeavor. Indeed, tl.e
Negro controversilist must - meet
upon the field of the  intellectual
arena every form of scholarship and
~seentific acumen.

Garvey Movement

It was of curious interest to note
the attitude of the Negro intelli-
gentia towards the Garvey Move.
ment. In almost every lnstance the
opposition condemned Miarcus Gar-
vey in terms of the most scathing
condemnation, without evineing the
slightest Interest in the future of
the mother continent. .

There was much of the half con-
cealed conceit thut insistence of in-
cluding the dark continent in our
racial program could only serve to
defeat our insistence tn race equali-
ty in America. I have just contri-
b.ted an article on . this subject
which is shortly to appear in a Bri-
tish magazine, [ take the position
that the Negro question can hever
be settled in America until it is set-
tled in Africa.

Universal race fquestions cannot be
gettle the Japanese question in Cal-
settle the aJpanese question in Cal-
ifornia oy in Hawail until it is set-

imagination. .. Abgve  all . things, he|
must be right-and righteous in all
the ‘ends he-aims at.-- He must not
unly “le law: abiding  but alert a-
bout the .righieous cnforcement of
righteous law, = ..~ | .

'he old :Negpp- wds chiefly con-
cerniad .about himself and his prob-
len)... The -New: Negro must get a
world mind and a world conscious
oneness, . .. .

tled in ~Japan. The New - Negro
must interest-hhimself in the univer-
sal Negro problemzin both its-Am-
erican and African:aspects. E )
We must still look to <‘he higher:
education for the’ solution of ull. 0%
our great national and human prob-’
lems.  Let it be hoped that the"Ne-
gro college will justify itself in the
future even more completely tha
it has done in. the past. L
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