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THE CASE OF THE NEGRO TEN
YEARS AFTER THEI
WAR WORLD

HE world thinkers are now
B looking backwards over the
] past ten years to determine
<what, if any, benefit the Worlkl
“War has brought to mankind.
New York World recently 'con-
tained a symposivm of American
cand Kuropean publicists,
I8 no concensus of
single authority is able to point
ceut ina convincing way the un-
i disputed advantage such as flow-
ed trom whe French Revolution,
i the Revolutionary War or
Civil War. Of ore thing all must
ihe convinced, and that is, if the
atesmen of the world could have
oreseen ten years ago the condi-
tions which they now vbserve, they
1iever would have percipitated this
titanie . struggle. AMr.. Wilsons
fourteen points have become
« tetradecalogue  of  ridicule.

; high-souiding and
Cplirases have become the object of

opinion.. No

His

csport and jest.  His  League  of
Pcace has become a peice of
Jleague.  The world has been up-

Cwill resettie. Tt may
smiss the advantagoe of perspeetiv

SAWimay be teo vlose to the evenis |
Pto give then (heir proper place-

ent and appraisement,
When we contine our attention

to the American Negro, hu\\'(:vcr.:,;.:u certuin of the

.we have a much  ecasier  and
Cstmpler task,  The Negio, Las oA
group, had no immediate concern
in the World War., The quarrels
between the Germans and the Rus-
isions, the Freg and Fnglishmen
D were no concern of h The d¢
Cstruction of autoeraey in Germa
had absoluiely o meaning to tf
Negroes in Georgin.  The  Negro
follows the flag wherever iU loads,
Ilis not to reason why: his but to
dao and die.  He respondoed (o his
country's enll,  Whether by vol-
untary entistmoent of conseription,
when the genoerval rofl wus eatled,
he s there, e rezponded to
the cotl of Woodrow Wilson, fons
; huadred thousand strong,

o Whatever advantage or disml-
L vantage the P derived from
the war was tdental, and not

cealentated, He was, requisitioned
for his man-powoer-alone. No more
aceount of hiy personal gain was
sonsidered than was aceorded the
; Hession hireling during the Revo-
Lo lutionary War, 1 ealled on See-
Chratary Baker, wlong with the first
Sdelegation to urge a training camp
Pfor rolored offieoy We  found
him keeniy sympathetie, though
Vhedged in by the traditional pr

We had high hopes that the

. Negro would wrest from the pre-
. dudiced and unwilling disposition

.of
. tested i
- eording to

- war,
v the camp ot Des Moines was es-

-

the
, officer

army,
in tie

recognition as an

3 ity to 1 own 1
nirements ot

retary Bake

MU [ bag
the
Thanks to 8

tablished.  Theve

wis every rea-
‘son to belicve that the Negro ws

t to be given a squarer, it not a
taquare deal. U visited the camp
]:uul addressed  the cadets when
“their hopes rau highest,  Negro
1 oihe were shortly to he com-
- oned  within a  prescribed

ni

rank in the army.

But  in  the
meantime Houston happened.
There was a sudden echange

i public sentimont and sudden
¢ shift in the program ol commis-
«sfons to be awarded.  The time
Pof training was prolonged.  The
ceace  was  sorely  disuppointed.
itHouston owdded the death kuell
"of the Negro's hope for cffeetive-

1y functioning in the army above

the level of a private soldier. The
Pword, T am convinced was passe:d
down from on high: “so far shalt
o and no further.”  The
{ few Nogroes who receiv
i missions as oflicers w s0 handi-
pped and embirrassed, that ef-
stive  fanctioning  was  impos-
sibte. The Negro came oul with
a lower level of esteem as a quali-
, fyable officer than he  entered.
CThe effect has heen far reaching.
Negro teadorship in Negro affairs
has been greatly diseredited thru-
s out the wholae cirele of racitl Hfe

. thon

|‘|. Cand activity.

Q The World War created a
:; vacuum in the labor market of
_ the North, Southern cErocy
o1 | rieshed in to filt the vacaney, This
® us shifted from one to (wo mil-
v | lions of the race from South to
- orth.  They have found placo
Lhin the industrial and  eronomic

The ' ment,

There!(y all .of our cities,

the oy the jar

the !

sonoroas

"ﬂ(n',\’ of fully & souare mile wity

set, and no one ean say how it
be that we!

federal army by lihe co
knowledged ! ol g

1 com-|

lite. Hereln dicx the chiof Tndic
rect benefit wWhich the race has de.
vived from the
« tude of this advinige
i ealeniate. 11 oy e
; fitable to consider cope
Peidental situatious
i in the train cf this

* is hard w
mors pro-
of the in-

whirh follg
Northern mov

! By far the most s

. A bicuous
of these is residential vecregation
Nartp’

i South, where the

i {n groal numbers, (e
;(.Il::msch'es in separate
imrens.

| legal

came
soan found

residential
The attempt 14 .-\'l;n)ll:;h

Vvoundavies and thye effort
toof the rare 1o compat

tthiem ds a part of the prow As
I'the general outcome, the ogroes
Hind themselves in possession gr

homes whose gquality, convenience
and appointments surpuasses their
l'ondesE dreams of (wo decades
fapo. I most eities the Negroes
gre botier housed thay any othey
minor group of 1he Amerfean
_people. In the capiial of 1he na;
_tion, they have over-run g tepri:

{

as good residential
the city affords
jthe principal streets and avennes

facilities - qg

ileading (o the public buildings anq
husiness sentions of (e eity trae
varse the Negro section for
mueh as a running mile. {a New
,\m‘l(. ]h:sy .h:n'c the Letier favor-
sed residential scction, 1y Ohiea-
: acquired streaty
tand avennes are simply amtzing
iin thelr magnificenco, (I
There has

heen  materiul im.

| provement in the condition of tho

The magni- i

Indeed many of-

nas

i

op. =

irace in the South as a reflex of the :

|I\'urlhurn migration which in turn
is due W the war, n ¢ ry im.
portant  commuanity  intesapacin)
commitiees have heen  organbzed

.sl-.-vul'mllln the task of ameliorat-

ing the condition of the Negro,
E The Race hus gained tremend-
;ous potential power by virtue of

e shift of populaiion. In every

Paveat Northern eity, the Negro
Pholds the balanee of power in
telosely contested clections,  The
<oty of Chicago has just elected a
Smayor who was largely sponsored
“by Negro voters, The race s

Cgaining power in city hoards of

fahdermen, in State  legistatures,
il ulso some effective voice 'In
auiding the  action of national
legislators, N
We might also attribite the new
| Negro newspaper to the vulcome

i.ol' the war.  Prior

to (hat time. "

i Negro Janrnatism was but a feehle o

t thermometer of the senthnent and’

| feekings of the rac
chanteal make-up w
only to he surpuss
ness by tholr e
| inurtisticality.

CNerroes felt ashamed to he gech
‘reading & Negro journat on (hé
sstreet cars or in publie,
rwas geaerally  chavacteristic  of
lored press barving  sevoril
nown exceptions,  Hut now

e, ‘Thedr mas

(W inowr
oy feata

chad-
o8 ant

!Ncnrly every large cenler has o

<iNegro paper which in mechanfeal

smake-up, Hterary
stie foatures rank not unfavorable
ywihth white journatism. 7The Ne-
tEro s beginning to pay serious
jattention to his own press, which
rafter all is the most efective volce
of the people. '

form and artis-

Strange to say, the war has not

imuade the Negro more progressive
sand assertive of his rights as hag
;hocn the case with all other sup-
cpressed races and classes in all
inm'ts of the world.  Our militant
corganizations are, ir anything, less
svadical  than  their ante-bellum
tprototypes. The N. A, A. C. P,

. perhaps milder in spivit than the

':(-nodml It. The Y. AL,
taceentuated Its militaney for ra-
| efal rights,  The Urban League fs
{ pursuing the wonted tenor of its
tway.  Negro churches are  cer-
tatnly not more assertive, and 'In
fsome wiys seem move susceptible
Il(r the soothing badm of white
rovoriordship than they were ten
iyears ago.  The radicad nagazines
iwhhzh sprung up like mushrooms
ij\lut‘ bhefore the war have all but
tone passed out of existence. The
Crisis has remained militant, but
not radiea), The Messenger alone
holds the edge of radicatism. The
Negra politicians are as conserva-
tive as Taft or Coolidpe.

Dr. Locke has tricd to convinee
us that the new Negro has areive
ed- bul when we look for him wé
find he Is mainly grinding ont
erotie literary ontput under spon-
sorship of the Jew.
yet display either the intellectual
or volitional ‘vigor 1o transform
conditions or to hring new things
“to pass, <.

The best proof of the Nogre's
essentially  conservative nature 18
seen in the faet that he  hardly
seems aware of the current  of
movement. that is sweeping thra
the world. " The war has brought
‘the race certain conerete  &d-
vantages of inealeuable value, but
it has not tonelied his spicit or
wronsed his imagination.
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while more eflicient in method, is -

Afro-Amerfcan Leanne which pre- |

miserablé;
d ni.
Even ruce loving
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- Lthe gXeeption has heeome the rulg, -~
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