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KELLY MILLER
Sous:

THE NEGRO COLLEGIANS.

The last issue of the Amsterdam
News comnients gravely upon a re-
mark of Dean Lucy Slowe, of Howard
University, to the effect that Negro
college men and women especially -of
the present generation, have shown
very little interest in matters. pertain-

The editorial goes on to contrast the
former with the present generation of
collegians with reference to their al-
truistic devotion te the discredit of
the new issue. Although the plain
facts in the case require analysis they
are too obvious to elicit adgucment.

Some two years ago, I delivered the
annual address  before one of our
fraternitics in genera) session at How-
ard University I took the liberty to
deviate from the expected platitudes
of such occosions, and stressed at-
tention upon the lamentable fallure
of the present day colleginns to ap-
preciate the 1equirement of race lead-
{hip and directlon. The address
caused wide comment and commotion
throughout the Negro college world,
I deemed it more advantageous to
the cause of education to set the
young pepol> to thinking deeply than
to flatter them with honicd ecominms
about their wonderful achievements
which- are usunlly extolled on such
occasions. Self-analysis is a better
discipline than vain  glorlous  self-
hoasting.

ELDERS INTERESTED IN RACE

The Negro college world today is in
a most seilous  predicament. Our
higher institutions are keeping school
and marking time. The zeal and in-
centive of the earller days hns de-
parted. Rendall of Lincoin, Gravath
of Fisk, Tucker of Shaw, Ware of
Atlania and Howard of Howard, came
down from the North with the love of
God and man in their heart. Here
was n new race to be Christianized,
civilized and redeemed. They felt
that they were sent from God to this
vineyard, already white unto the har-
vest. Appeal never met with a more
spontancous aud enthusiastic re-
sponse. Their enthuslasm for hu-
manity leaped across the color line,
and pupil responded to pupil as dis-
ciple to master. Every Negro boy and
girl who . fell the urgency of spirit
rushed into the newly established
school and college with the joy and
expectancy of the Greck youth who
felt impelled—*"To make a great jour-
ney to Athens.” There they expected
to find learninug and light. The new-
ly awnkened Negro youth caught o
full measurce of the spirit of their
preceptors. The disciples kept even
step with the master in zeal and
ardor for racial uplift and reclama-
tion. No other thought entercd their
mind. The Grimkes of Lincoln,
Gregory and Simmons of Howard,
George Moore and wife ot Fisk, Wright
and Crogman of Atlanta, Booker
Washington ¢f Hampton had no other
aim - but this. Even the interlinking
generation caught a double meausure
of their spirit. Proctor and DuBois,
James Weldon Johnson and Walter
White, J. C. Price and Blshop Cald-
well, Major Moton and Blshop Gregg,
fall little whit behind thelr elders in
their racial zeal and ardor.

OLD SPIRIT DEAD.

But alas, nothing lasts forever. The
Northern missionaries have passed
from labor to reward. The spirit
which impelled them has all but died
with the gencratlon which produced
it. The founders of these schools and
coileges can never be  duplicated.
Even these same individuals, if now
alive, could not function today as
they did in their time. The spirlt of
the age has changed. The Negro
can no longer derive incentive and
zeal from racial weal from this higher
source. ‘The light which lighted the
imagination of the earler generation
of Negro collegians has gone out for-
‘jever. A new source and new incen-
tive must be sought. It has not yet
been found. The present day Negro
collegian can gain only such indeal-
fsm as he finds in his environment.
It is not his fault, merely his mis-
‘fortunc. The Negro colleges have
been greatly enlarged, the faculties
and facilities have been improved be-
yond comparison, Technical and ex-
act scholarship has grown with the
incrensing standards of the times. A
Negro Freshunan now may think he
knows more than the Scnior did a
generation ago, and may be justified
in the thinking. But here as else-
where, the letter killeth, the spirit
maketh a lfe. It is not learning, but
love that upiifts the world and re-
clairas  humanity. Unless learning
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ing to the race and to public affairs. |

becomes the handmaiden of love, it

will prove to be vanity of vanities and -,
| vexatlon of spirlt. Love of God, lova

Ifor country and love for race werer
the dominant stinuli in the oldey
generation cf colicgians, which -

greatly and generally wanting in the
rising “generation. Q
myself - to induige in wholesale <o)
demnation. - Every generation has |
gquota; which refuses to bow to Baa

“Mordecat Johusqn, .George B. Hayne
Nannle ‘Burroughs, Lucy Slowe an
‘Gllbert Jones are college products of
the present century who yleld the first
:place to none in raclal consecration
and devotion. There are also a num-
iber of younger men, fresh from col-
lege who are willing to place their
gifts upon the altar. I am spenking
of the dominant tendency and spir-
it.

LOSING RELIGION o

The present generatiton is unfor-""-

tunate in that it comes into affairs
ab o time of great transition of social
ideals, The change must necds come,
‘but woe be to that generation . §
which it cometh. We are now.in
the midst of shifting our religlou:
conception from the doctrine of Moses.
to the doctrine of Darwin. The scien-
tific spivit is rife. Higher criticism.”
weakens the older, foundation of faith;
Modernism jeopardizes ancient bcl_l}{'.‘
This unfortunate generation whiély
must sustain such racial transforiy
ations will all but lose its religlon,
Authority Is being so far wedkehed,
that it has all but lost its sanction
over conduct, The family fabric. is

L

being torn down. The old Is destroy-
od before the new is ready to e o
its place. In the next generation

so the newer ideallsm will doubtless.
ihave become so soundly established
ias to meet the requirecments of the'’,
coming time. But in the mean time
the existing generation must bear the .
brunt of transition.

For the Negro race this is doubly
unfortunate. Before the race has had
time to become rooted and grounded
in the doctrinal basis of the old bellef,
its very foundation iz shaken by °
critical scruting. While ihe race is
forming itsell into family relations
under sanction of religion and law the "
Integrity of the family is belng des-
troyed by pressing: industrial - angr - !
economic demands and lowered eth+!
leal standards,” At d time when tho; .
Negro should be gaining an intimate-:
understanding of the deeper meanings’
of patriotism, {he'Constiution 1s-being.’
made into a serap of paper and his
rights ruthlessly overidden. His pa~
triotlsm is best with' almost: impogw
sible , difficulties. The one domtnant
aim of our day and time is the ac-'
cumulstion of wealth and the riot
the pleasures nnd luxuries thereo:

The rtace has not yet Leen able: to
secure the requisite quantum of :wealth
to mect the requirements ofia well.
ovdered and decent llving. Wg nte
thus plunged into the midst of :the
abuse of wealth befork learning ' to
mnke the normal and propbr. userof it,”
Our whole civilization may be-likened
unto a bark on a sea af‘uncertainty
without any definite ‘destination. But
the Negro has nelther starting polnt - -
nor destination. The function of the -
college is to furnish the youth with . -
& compass to guide his way, But'a | :
compass is wholly Inutile without-n .
point of departure and a fixed ob- |
jective. The Negro lacks both. . * \
NEEDS NEW DIRECTION, v
What the Negro colleglan neceds to-
day Is a fixed ideal which is. sifg-
clently clear and well formulated . 3s
to seem to be easily realizable. Take
any class of Negro college men aijd
women and ask them collectively or
individually what is thelr philosophy
of lfe or what is their chief aim ghd
ambition and the answer would: be
maze of doubt, uncertainty and. i
definiteness. Let me propose - th
question as a test of my mea; )
“What is the chief aim of life, M
Young Colleglan? Is i3 to serve Qo
country, race or self?” The’ respong|
if genuine would probably be 1h:
verse order of the aboye'
ment,
Until our colleges themselv
find an ideal for these youn;
leglans, upon which the  boay
governors, faculty, alumnt’ axd /s
taining public unite and agre
too much to expeet these young
ple to find the right objective by
unelded effort. I might go.fu;
and say that it is not spectfically’
cumbent. .upon the college to:
ulate and proclaim the racial ideéa
It is the responsibility of united:rap

Ie

tatesmanship and patriotism,
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