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justified in making some reference to it in a discussion of Tieig]
continuity in Aflramerican music; but it will also be foung to
have more than a technical musical significance,

By the antiphonal form I mean here simply the alternatiog of
solo with chorus. That such a form should arise from the Negro's
perceptual consciousness seems natural enough. If a native, with
his tendency to think externally and voeally, upon a religions
oceasion, or at work or at any other time, happens upon g line
with a good sound and a rhythmie lilt, and perhaps one whig
will facilitate and organize molion, heighten vitality, or lahe] 5
vivid picture or affeetive state, what more natural than that sye
a line should appeal to the sensuous fancy of those near by, and
that they shoulid calch it up and repeat it after the manner of 5
refrain as part of the experience of the moment? The maker of
the song would then be free to develop the idea or feeling of the
initial or key verse, which has now become the regular chorys,
If the inspiration of the leader fails him, he has recourse to familige
verses of other songs, suggested to him, perhaps, more by sound
and rhythmic associations than because of logical fitness—g
negligible factor in such a case! The improvised antiphon thys
begotten may or may nol be rememhered—easy come, easy go,
If it is preserved, it may still further be creatively wrought intp
the common experience by subsequent singers, who may refashion
it in different wavs according to the whim or the neceds of the
moment, It thus becomes common properly and may be carried
from ome iribe or place to another, living its life in a variety of
forms, simple and complex. But however wide the departure
from the original, whatever variation of the form is invented, the
general style of the music remains.  ‘So careful seems Nature of
the type, so careless of the single instance.”

The antiphonal form appears to be known and used through-
oul hlack Africa. Sometimes the soloist begins the song (naturally,
if it iz a fresh one), sometimes the chorus. At times there are two
choruses. The leader may vary the order of the lines of the text
al will. The music is first of all, eceasional, lile rendered vocal,
having Lo do with as wide a range of subjects, small and great, as
life itself. This helps Lo explain why the musie is improvisatory
in character: and when a chorus lends its support, or when thers
is more than one improviser, it assumes @ commil iR el
sigrificance. 1 one improviser becomes tired, another may lake
over the function of poel. Current events serve as convenient
grisl. for the maker’s mill; and woe 1o the passing “illiterale”
European who may be so unfortunate as to bear some physical
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seculiarity ! The literary types of those songs which have been
reserved range all the way from lyrie, elegiac, epic, dranmatic and
woTk-S0TIgs, 01 the one hand, to incantations, songs to animals
and to spirits, on the other. Among the Ba-Rongas, Junod
nufﬂ[l such songs as: a complaint of the chililless woman, the
complaint of & Nkuna bhoy beaten by his masters, “the stones are
very hard" (2. e., to break}, the song of a man held fast by a erab
while the nncuming waves of Lhe sea crepl ever nearer, songs of
love, of death, of mourning, of war, of the chase, satirieal, play-
and danee-songs, and one used to drive away the grasshopperas.

Mrs. Burlin quotes a song {Chindan) inspired by the news of
work-—"money in Kamben”: others grew out of such homely
experiences as hunting a cow, or digging out porcupines from the
garden and killing them; still another from the dwarfs in West
Africa runs “The white man is a good man and gives the Abongo
qult’”: in others the mention of eattle plays an important part.
Dr. Willinm 1. Sheppard, long a missionary in the Congo, tells
of the practical uses to which the “call and sponse™ (to use Pro-
fessor Talley’s term) is pul: there are those that serve for people
lost in the forest, those to be employed in case of fire, and those
indicating the approach of enemies.

While the antiphonal song thus plays a vital part in African
life and is a soviological souree of no mean value, alb the same Lime
its very impromptu charaeter, and the fact that it grows out of,
and is molded by, Iife situalions and is often of communal origin,
make such things as proportion and balance in form mallers of
secondary consequence.  To attempt Lhe reduction to eclasses of
well-defined, symmetrical musical forms of even the relatively
few Alriean songs noled by Engel, Bowditch, Mrs. Burlin, Junod,
Tiersot, Ellis, Ballanta-Taylor, Hornbostel and others, would be
a vain undertaking., The urge which created these songs 15 not
primarily an esthetic, bul a vital one—if Professor Whitehead
will allow us to draw such a distinction, The {former, like the
Luropean’s use of conceptual language, was not the Negro's
major inlerest.

d. The Antiphonal Form a Race Value—Its Sociel Significance
2. In America
Substitute for the geographical and the cultural seenery of

the loregoing that which appertained to slave life in America, and
ane might be deseribing the course of Alramerican musie.  For i
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where the raising of the dust suggested to the leader the T |
“‘Sci_t:h‘ a kickin' up san’,” whereupon the assembled crowd “hau i
him with “Jonah’s band,” and the SOng was on its way Sﬁd
I‘lrIl'_s, Burlin gives the most impressive accounts of the |r1a|;uﬁr i
which “spiritual songs” come into being as a result of 0 2
contagion. After the manner of the New Testament “gﬁif 3
they are the simultaneous product of those “possessed,” r:nmput&
h}-‘i“nn one in parlicular and by every one in general,” the cum
lative erystallization into musical Torm of gru'.-mingﬂ which dg o
these cases hecome ultered, their “call and sponze” form gcnp{'m
ally adapted to communal authorship, and the words wsed ai'm;: 5
the particular content grven them af the moment.! i
Rather than abridge Mrs. Burlin’s poetie presentationg of
the incidents at Culhoun and in Virginia, I prefer to refer the
reader to the accounts themselves | n Trw Musicar, QUARTERLY of
fTanuur;:, 1919, The story of the origin of “0 Gwine Away” wall
lustrates how a life-situation i built into a song in Praise
mecting by the friends of an unfortunite who (like the African
bm previously mentioned) had that day tasted the master's lash
Efl.ffl the victim later, in referring to the composers of the sung‘
They w_m-l»: it in.  Some’s very good singers and know how, tili
d_e.y get 1t right.”  This ancestral habit of vocalizing the daj]
hft?. is further evidenced in the My, Mackright™ song; in thi
enigmatic “Rain Fall and Wet Becea Law ton" (“Becky Martin”
m Col. Migginson's collection); in the “Rattler Sm:g” which
Py:nnﬁ the snake that bit the singer in the heel and then darted
mto “a holler lawg™: and in the SOng

"Bzekiel aaid he apiod de train a-comin’,
e gol on hoard an’ she nevey stop a-runnin’,”’

In the wake scene of the play “Porgy” oceurs an excellent illus-
tration of the birth of & spiritual.

i VIhis lust fu o f.w% of considerable importance in the understanding of hoth the
Adriean aml the Afeamerican sangs,  The Negra brought with him g linguistic Huidity
wied o verhal individualism common enough in Afriea, bt puzeling to whites, whereby
toe words or even to nonsepse sounds lemporary, local of ooeasional ml.'urninl-:s are
uttaﬂllllml, which the “wise' and those made wise alone henceforth nnderstand, *Non-
FElSC - verses are naol to he evaluated by the standard of logical coherence {Lhal i
merely u mental moannerism of Occidentals), but in the light of Lhe originel experience,
for which by common consent il is agreed cortain sounds shall henceforth stand s
the perceptual label Lo recall or Sthggest Lhe experience or coneomilunt consciogsness,
_{Uiie is reminded here of the special meanings attached Lo eerluin wm;d; or numbers
in Hebrew apocalyptic.) Preference, of course, was alwiuys given to pleasing sucoeasion
ol aonnda, huving nn appealing e or vhrthm :
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The work-life, too, offered many a shining occasion that
could be turned into effective song, The perceptual consciousness
of the Negro workman in the railroad yard eould not resist the
alluring rhythmic appeal of the shifting engine’s iron refrain—
result, the “Chicka-hanka™ song. The dean of a Southern insti-
tution who was interested in folk-musie sat down on his rock wall
hoping Lo capture au vol a certain song he had heard a gang of
strect laborers sing. He had gotten the tune but was anxious for
the words. The song leader evidently divined his intention, and
the dean Lo his dismay heard the following:

“White man settin® on wall,
White man settin’ on wall,
White man settin’ on wall all day long,
Wastin® his time, waslin® his time.”

Although the Negro’s songs are reflective of his new environ-
ment, the searcity of the direct references to slavery in the earlier
songs 18 on first thought striking. A few of the most obvious of
such references are to be found in songs like: Run, Nigger, Run;
Run, Mary, Run; Run to Jesus; Many Thousands Go: Done
Wid Driber’s Dribin’; Mother, is Massa Gwine Sell Ts?; Oh,
Freedom; Holy Bible (vefrain); Slavery Chain. Yet where this
institution could call upon the armed forces of a sanetioning state
to guarantee its maintenance if threatened, the diseretion of
submitting was obviously the better part of valor for a subject,
defenseless, leaderless people, even though they had been inelined
to revolt. Where it was desired to voice dissatisfaction with
existing conditions, recourse was had to the double meaning, as
in Hebrew apocalyptic. In many cases, too, the masters were
kind, and the slaves not ill-content with their lot. And 1o those
born into the condition it must have seemed a thing inevitable,
even with all its hardships. Yet the “sorrow songs™ betray more
eloquently and poignantly than direct references could ever do a
condition, and their authors” estimate of & condition, that assuredly
was nol theirs as a matter of choice. In the words of Mr. Barton,
“Some of the old slave songs survive which had in them the bitter-
ness of a sorrow that never spoke its intengity in plain words, but
sought figures from the Bible or veiled its real meaning in inartic-
ulate moans or songs of griefl that never utlered the real nature

of the sorrow.”
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Asg in the case of the spiritual, so here there ig i mixing
blending of types which lend attractiveness to the sONgS ; ]’;,nd
the foll-blues lie mostly in the realm of the affeclive —the:l : 4
outeasl desires nothing so much as sym pathy. e
~ As rfur jazz, the Negro may if he wishes claim the Yuestionah]
distinction of being its originator. 1 have clsewhere? f]ﬁlh-”t_*re{?
mysell at length upon this “tonic for the strong and poison §
the weak,” and henee refrain from further elaboration here. 'I‘h:,;
Ameriean music should have influenced Buropean composers gt
.'_LH should presumably canse us to expand our national uheét* '11?11
i apportioning “credit” the Aframerican must, of course rcjo:.:iv
whatever is his due.  Whether this “influenee” concerns it.:;c]F :wil:I:
any thing more than experimentation, or will help to bring conepe.
tion out of the prevailing discretism in modern musie is tufh‘e
:I]uuh led. Musically the superiority of the spirituals Lo jazz show
itsell in the more inleresting and more varicd form and Hui‘][ﬂ‘iui
rhythmic vitality of the former, in a4 more unified and c.uhnr{:nt
melody; and as for poetic and spiritual content—eomparisons are
ﬂlI]LH.IJ_S. There is this, however, to be suid for Negro jazz, that
1;1211{'] 1F 11*cmui_nmi a:a,olcly a black art, had it not suffered the Jewish
(Semilie!) direption, it would probably have developed its own
111([f_.=1wmicnt melody, rather than have become a parasitic man-
nerism preying upon Lhe classies, and a musieal nondeseript. The
spirituals by a religious alehemy often transtused the haser metal
of }:'Telhmiist and Baplist camp-meeling Lunes into pure gold,
Byl1ta treatment of the elassies and all good tunes, Jazz debases
their nobler coinage, sometimes even that of the spil-'itn.'r.ls. Then
too, the rhythms which informed the early Negro jazz before it
Wi cagght up, commercialized, and transformed into a dull
n%e«::h:amzed, deterministie dis-musie did likewise own a supm'Iu;
vitality and a human appeal of which the latter is devoid,

* *

s &l 1 s v "
IT. Tur ConsERvATION OF RAcE VarLues v ArraMerican Music

[ close the discussion of African trails and their American
developments not because it is finished —many essenlial phases of
the subject, both religions and musieal, remain untouched, notably
& treatment of rhythmic and melodic peculiarities—but beeause

Ylue Musiear, Qranreany, October, 1929, “Jazz— Debit and Credit”

i
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it 1s perhaps better to refrain entirely from broaching certain
matters which, if they are to be diseussed at all, should be accorded
more sdequate consideration than is possible in a briel essay.
The two charts may give a partial elue to the extent of the field
to he covered.  Yet sufficient has perhaps been said or suggested
to make it clear that the African’s experience in America, tespite
hardships and vieissiludes, has been accompanied by at least
some compensatory musical and religious gains alike for himself
and for the white man. Both, for example, prize the spirituals
highly, although hoth recognize, too, thal they were bought at a
tremendous price. It seems to be one of the hard sayings of
existence that to produce the lily there must be the muek, that it
had to be Nazareth out of which Jesus should come, that it required
impoverished, cxarist Russia to yield her golden folk-songs, almoat
submerged Finland her “Finlandia,” and that hondage should he
the eondition of the spiritual, And as though still further to
emphasize Lhis paradox, it is not lo-day the prosperous Negroes
who have continued to produee folk-tunes, but the near-penniless,
the vagrant, those in “hard luek.” Out of such unloward condi-
tions and as an eseape therefrom have come those sceular eounter-
parts of the older spirituals; a produet of the same urge to musical-
ize lilethe folk-hlues,

This recognition of Lhe sweet uses of adversity (the “use”
for the time, of course, is alwavs bilter) seems to have been a
poetie divinalion of the newer scientific doelrine that natural
tendenecies and desires thwarted in their satisfaction in one direc-
tion will find a compensatory outlel in another. It remains now
to inguire into the significance for the spiritual future of the
Negro of the removal of these bitter-sweet inhibitions. Will it
mean that he buys his economic independence at the expense of
hiz folk-creative urge? Is it true, as I’rofessor W. H. Thomas
suggests, thal “property-owning Negroes do nol sing”?  Does
preoccupation with the absorbing task of carning a living under
modern competitive and industrial conditions leave him neither
time nor inclination to “sing his flowing consciousness into song”?
If s0, then the new status also is bought at a high price, and the
Negro may have eause lo deplore the loss of his hirthright in the
havil bargain. Herein is a tragic sense of life, if it be not possible
to have both of these desirables. Is it also true thal one cannot
serve Apollo and Mammon? Add to this a growing sophistica-
tion {in the more distasteful acceplation of the term} which the
Negro learns from the white man, and which is partly the result
of the scienlific invasion, an increasing self-conseiousness [Lhe
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a ‘sublimation’ that is racial as well as personal, so the g
defeat, the most complete ste ility, is that which avenges
pression not only of personal but of racial instinets,” -
Negro’s pride of race should aet as & wholesome corrective
the appearance of that conflict between “the desire of sell-expros
sion and the fear of self-revelation” which caused I#Iah]m-_, the
Jew, in Austria, lo develop “an eclectic, featureless style, devoiq
of true individuality and real power,” a type of Jew whe “througl
the superficial assimilation of the traits of the people among wheyy
he was condemned to live, and through the suppression of his
own nature, became sterile.” One’s hope for the Aframerican i
that it may be with him as with M. Ernest Bloch, also g Jew, hut
one who, according to Mr. Rosenfeld, has the “intelligence, senge
of realily, real overwhelming spiritual strength,” that Mahle,
lacked, and in whose music is found *a large, a poignant, ap
authentic expression of what is racial in the Jew. There is musio
of his that is authentic by virtue of qualities more Fum‘lamnnta.lly
racial than the synagogical modes on which it bases itself, the
Semitic pomp and color that informs it 50 may the Aframerican,
too, break up the fountains of his great deep, study to know
himself, to feel, to reveul, 1o develop himsell as he really and
racially is, so far as this is consistent with life in such a modern
democracy as this of which he finds himself a part.  Wrote Robert
Schumann, at twenty-nine, to his future wife: “I want to he tep
times less than olher people, and only be worth something to
myself.”  This is at once enlightened selfishness and the higher
allruism.
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In the first section T have referred briefly to certain funda-
mental similarities between African rel igion on the one hand, and
Judaism and a Jewish type of Christianity on the other, in virtue
of which the Negro in Ameriea was enabled to realize some of
his own higher potentialities. It ig necessary Lo repeat that,
without his religion, without the sustaining examples of the
enslaved and released Jews, hoth as 2 nation and as individuals
into whose situations he vicariously inserted himself, without
the promises of Christianity, the spirituals could never have heen.
His religious faith alone made the spirituals great. Tt furnished
that elusive undertone not heard with physical ears, but which
tugs at the heart-strings and softens the spirits of the obdurate.
This is the real sceret of the spirituals’ appeal, their pledges of
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fmmﬂl‘tf‘“tl“" The musie, the imagery, the form, the language,
gere all seeondary to the fact that the slave, even in his trying
situation, had something greal to sing about. They were all
sthings added unto™ deeply felt religious cxlwricm:_es, Jazz and
the blues reveal I:'hc bankrupley of the N egro’s music divorced as
they are from religion.

" Doubtless the religion of the New Negro will assume different
forms from that of his ancestors who ereated Lhe spirituals {and
the unwisdom of & eolorless ecleeticism is as apparenl here as in
the case of music, if the danger is not even more real}. Assuredly
the need of a sustaining faith under the trying conditions of the

resent is 1o less Lo-day than lormer] v. Here, too, one is concerned
to know whether the Afrumevican will barter his keen religions
suscep tibilities for a mess of prosperity. 8o to do will be to wrong
himself, his music and his nation. With a few outstand; N CXcep-
tions, such as the works of Sibelius and Bloch, modern musie is
suffering from spiritual anemia. We are prepared to speak magnil-
oquently, but we have no great things to say. This is as true of
Stravinsky and that pathetic little-bo-peep-ism of the day—Lhe
neo-primitive movement—as it is of jazz. In the past the Negro
depended upon his religion to “keep him from sinking down,”
and he spoke greater than he knew. Perhaps more than he realizes
it, i3 the Negro's future, musical and otherwise, linked up with
that of his religion,




