"EDITORIALS

Legion Beats War Drums
THL CITY-WIDE FUNMAKING and high jinks indulged
in by American Legnonnalres who invaded New York
last week for their organization’s 29th Annual Convention
served perhaps to divert the atténtion of many New Yorkers
from the grave significance of the Legion’s policies and the

ominous note of preparedness for war sounded by the main :

speakers and Legxon ledders.

‘The Legion conclave was held in an atmosphere of dan-
gerous jingoism, and the policy-making had a distinctly

sinister flavor. The “get-tough-with-Russia” school emerged |}

stronger than ever with a mandate to intensify Legion pres-
sure for a more belligerently aggressive. U.S. foreign policy.
The report of the convention’s Foreign Relations Committee
sounded like a call to war. It should have contained the sober

recognition that the peoples of the world want peace and
that peace can be maintained only on the foundations of
the Four Freedoms and One World as envxsaged by the late
President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

[l
.

The Legion represents one of the most powerful lobbies
in this country. It is disturbing to see this lobby being ex-
erted against the best interests of the 3,220,000 members of
$he Legion, and the millions of veterans who won the vie-
tory of World War II but who are being misled and betrayed
by the present leadershlp of the organization.

) The Legion’s membershlp must critically examine the
policies of their leaders and ask themselves: 1s this what
we fought for?

, Negro Legionnaires especially must play a stronger
role in preventing the Legion from being used to push this
country into another war by its national leadership which'is
essentially a big-business white-supremacist group. Negro
Legionnaires have got to take issue with the “Kingmakers”
who dominate the Legion and call the shots. The Legion’s
*Kingmakers” are closely connected with Wall Street and
tive of the labor and progresive political organizations of
opposed to the common people of this country, and to the
Negro people’s aspirations for equality and a better life.

'Above all, Negro Legionnaires must understand that the

Legion’s vaunted “Americanism” will always be spurious
as long as Negroes are Jimcrowed in the organization, kept
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WHAT MAKES KID GANGS {
| SHOOT ‘AND KILL EACH

st, Baltimere,
walter: Kid gangs
g shoot and kill
% each other be-

cause of lack of

ance, and because
of lack of educa-
tion of the par-
ents. Give these
kids phygm\mds. things to do,
things to occupy their mind —in
other words clean entectainment,
and there’ll be no more kid gangs.
Another reason is because both par-
ents ofter work and can't guide the
kids: .~ :

work Another ru.son is .the over-
crowding of the school system, so
that the feacher can't possibly give
any individual guidance, And with
rats, roaches in these overcrowded,
dark apartments, home has become
a place to escape from, not to go to.

out of the exclusive “Forty and Eight” division, and denied
a really effective voice in determining policy,

West Indian Unity

HE CARIBBEAN LABOR CONGRESS which opens on

September 9 in Montego Bay, Jamaica, will draft propo-
sals for the formation of a federated West Indies which may
well be the making of the first Negro dominion in world af-
fairs. The Montego Bay meeting will be largely representa-
tive of the labor and progressive political organization of
the Caribbean colonies, and will be followed by a second,
official conference to be presided over by the British Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies.

That the British Government has been forced to re-
organize the urgency of the federation issue is a tribute to the
militance and growing political maturity of the people of
the West Indian colonies. The majority want nationhood.
They want higher standards of living and full extension of
the beneﬁts of modern industrial society to themselves.

These things which have traditionally been denied them
under British rule will become more easily attainable if the
3,000,000 inhabitants of Britain’s Caribbean colonies win

their pohtxcal freedom. West Indian mdependence would |,

be a major step towards the islands’ economic emancipa-
tion from colonial feudalism and shockmg ‘exploitation - by

foreign capital.

It is not inevitable, as is frequently stated, that the
economic future of the West.Indies is bound up with that
. of Great Britain. West Indian economic development must
be based on the welfare of the citizens of the new state, the
outlines of which we hope will emerge from the two con-
ferences to be held in Jamaica this month. This means that
the new -country must be guided by self-interest alone in
fashioning its trade and economic policies. The rise of strong
trade unions and militant political parties in recent years
supports our belief that the creation of economic democracy
will be one of the first obJeetwu of a federaled Weat Indian

domimon.

In the field of mtematnonal rehtnons Negro people will
gain increased respect and influence from the presence of

L4

representatives of a predominantly Negro country at the L

United Nations and other official internatioral gatherings.

living here in Harlem, the over-
crowded schools up here. Give
juveniles recreational sport that
they can indulge in, and there’ll be
no more kid gangs and shootings.

s 2
Jean Stevallp

that glamor-
ize criminals, and
make cops look
foollish, that
make kids think
they can get:
away with {t.
This glamorization of crime makes
it look easy to rob $10,000 from a
bank., Who wouldn’t rob $10,000
from a bank if he thought he could
get away with 1t?- o
[
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SORRY "BOY"’ NO ROOM FOR YOU
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ANOTHER WALLACE REPLY,

Editor: In reply to Mr.

Wallace’s letter of July 26, T

must classify myself as one of those “dumb Negroes” who
choose to live in the South. I shall attempt to answer Mr.
Wallace’s question. What has a black man got in the South

that he could not as well have in the North plus a safe skin?”
] i

Nothing.
Now I suppose you want

to know why we stay in the

South. First, we do not believe that the solution te our prob«
lem or any problem can be found away from the problem,
but that the solution can best be achieved by fighting the

evils and causes where they exist.

Second, we do not feel that any fight is ours alone. We
believe that the struggles of the Negro of the South are the

same as the struggles of the mineri-
ties of the world.

Third, we beliecve that as a result
of Werld War II, a new worid maust
roach the South. We have hepe
and faith in a mew Seuth and a

_{mew Negre in that South. The New

Seuth must previde all the rights
of democracy to all its citizens.

: | That new Negro will recognize his
t |right, duty and responsibility in a
democratic America.

Fourth, we have faith in the
ability eof liberal organizations to
cope with many of the problems of
the Southern Negro.-

L] [ ]
THE MOTE IN OUR EYE

Editor: May I ask when are we
colored people going to exercise
democracy among ourselves? Dur-
ing this week we learned of a colored
ex-GI who in North Carolina won
a fine car in a legal raffle only to
be denied the right to claim it by
the sheriff of the law in the town.
Fair-minded white people got wind
of the shameful act and have de-
cided to do something to rectify
it and ‘restore the {fellow's con-
fidence in the white brother.

Here in Harlem a colored man de-

Cided to offset that democratic spirit
by taking a life of & white man after
a chance acquaintance in a bar. The
white man, since being an ex-soldier
of the late war, most certainly had
training in dirty fighting. So I am
sure that the attack upon him was
a sneak assault or otherwise he may
have been able to defend himself.

Had that happened to one of us

1in a white community by a white
Tman &. committee of colored folk

would be on its way to see the mayor,
but it Is OK for us to kill a brother

Ml of the race to whom we look for jus-

tice. In killing that man the crim-
inal has certainly hurt us and we

havo o ﬂzht to the mu mn’:

deeds In the South. We are doing it
here also—Jose Lopex, NYC,
L4 . [

CHIDES NORTHERN NEGRO |

Editor: Just a line to answer this
person Emund Wallace, who in the
Peeople’s Vdice of July 26 calls Ne-
groes in the South “dumb” and
says that if they stay down there,
they love Bilbo and Rankin, whom
Wallace says, “they elect.” Wallace
better wake up. Those Negroes in
the South, particularly the ex-GIs,
who testified against Bilbo—some
50 of them, cannot be praised too
highly for their courage and intelli-
gence, for risking their lives so
that democracy might be extended
to them. Those Negroes who, like
Maceo Snipes, dared to vote and
then Jost their lives in consequence,
have my undying gratitude. And
those Negroes in Columbia, Ten-
nessee, who. fought back with guns
against the whites who tried to in-
vade the Negro section to lynch the
vet who knocked down a white man
for slapping his mother. I only hope
that I. would have such' courage
under such circumstances. And I
hope that Mr. Wallace would have
too. But meanwhile, I'm getting tired
of these Northern Negroes who
throw insults at our southern
brothers who have the guts to stay
and fight it out at home—from the
comfort and security of New York
City.—Larry Barrow, Bronx.
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GOT SOMETHING HERE

Editor—I am constantly hearing
how much we advance. I find that
we don’t advance as [ar as we
should. In order to do so, we must
break down the color caste among
ourselves and band together as &
race without segregating individuals,

-mrael Aupre, NYC
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