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Librarian Talks On
New Negro Literature

“Is There 4 new Nearo [itera-
are T The guesion was answer-
vd by Miss Laorerin Matthews of
‘he departm ol Aduit Educen-

tion of .Clive Public Lihrary in
a taltk at Waodland  Branch  li-
braran on Woednesday, Maveh 13,
“There is definite!y a newer Ne-
- aro  literature”, Miss  Matthews
said. The work of suvh figures as
| Zora Neate  Hurston, Richard
Wright, and  Willilam  Altaway
]shm\'s that fiction hy Nearoes has
tcome ‘of age. Whal these writers
' have done has. heen to take the
’Iowm' tvpe Negro and give inter-
nretation to his life. L.et us hope
that they will preveal greater stay-
ing power and zrowth than many

of our older writers. Too  many
Negroes huave pitifully heier ear-
cers as authors. Thev write a3 few:
wood poems, publi-h <everal vol-|
umes of verse, ntovhe wriie ano-!

vel or two, i then they are fin-
Lncd. !

“Recen: i Neproes
continue in eotradition of sociald
realism, often xhowing the influenc»

oo ls he

Yof Richard Wright. River.-Bottem

Boy by Harold Matthews i g méve
ing commentary on the plight of
the Southern Negro sharecroppers,

In White Face Carl Offord drams- -

atizes the theme Richard Wright

handled 30 effectively in Native -

Son. Both novels show the vicloua
influences on personality of a host
ile white world but White Face
lacks the power and force of Nae
tive Son.

Benjamin Appel's Dark Stain pro-
jects in a sensational manner the
disruptive activities of fascist elee
ments in Harlem. The killing of an

<

ingane Harlem Negro by a young ¢

Jewish policeman gets off a train
of events and creates a situation
which an American Fascist group
attempts to turn into a race riot,

These writers are all part of the
challenge of a newer Negro liters
ature. Out of them it is to be hop~
ed not only lasting Negro litera«
ture bhut lasting literature will be
horn.”
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