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. By LEWIS K, McMILLAN
[Defegdex Foreign Correspondent]

~-BERLIN, Germany, April 3.—8ev-:

ery] days ago I was invited over ts
resden, Germany, to delivaer a speecn
~on. “The New
N egro in the
“nited Stues ot
America” The
Zroup which ex- |-
.dended the invi- |
lation are the
Ieaders of the
German student . X
movement, I had -
expected the af
fajr would b,
very simple:|
that I would be; i
greeted by a few
interested ani
curious Iindivia-
uals; that 1
would have =2
quiet little ‘etup
fromm my work
and return, but!
to my surprise a
crowd of the
vity’s dignitaries
turned out—members of consulates,
educutional and business leaders—
and at the end of my speech a
member of the city of Dresden opera
sang some gouthern songs, 1t hap-
pens that she is the only American
who is a member of a German opera.

The interesting thing was not that
a great number of pcople attended the
meeting. It was rather some at-
tending experlences. In the first place,
1he chairinan of the meeting outlinad
in a letter the points which he wanteq
e to treat: The Negro's activities in
literature, art and music; specldc
problenys with which he has to con-
1end, developments toward the solu-
tlon of them; the most sensitive
points in the present situation; the
relation of the Negro In America to
Negroes in other purts of the world.

1 was convinced at the very start
thai the interest in the subject was
much more than mere curiosity.

The fellowlng ure among the inci-
dental experfences:

A very enthusfastic man, who is in
the carly 308, told me how glud he
Wwas to have Lieurd Jlobeson, who sang
in the city some time ago. He went
on to suy what he had said to Role-
sun, thut it was so meaningful to
nave Negroes theraselves to appent
Lefore European audiences in person
and through their- personal demon-
stration.to prove the Jjustice of their
claims for justice and opportunity,

.\ former- member of the ex-Rus-
siun emperor's government asked e
which of the great zovernments were
mure friendly 10 the Negro than-oth-
erg,  Shortly afterwards his son told
mwe of the pride with which sowme
of his relatives claim some strains of
Negro blood: how the Russian Negro
poet found faver in the highest clr-
cles and how that Russia has n0 rec-
ourd of color prejudice. -

A member of the group had lived
a few years in several sections of the
United States. 1e had just recently
recelved a letter from a Southern gird
who {s showing some signs of con-
versicn on the matter of her regurd
for Negroes. Until the present time
she cotld go no further than loving
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the “good old mammny.” The news
which he broke was of imtevest, [
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wondered, though, if the distance had
any effect upon the change in at-
titude,

Still another of the very interesting
members of the group was actually
disturbed about the practice of forced
separation of the races in public
places in <o great a portion of the
country, He could not understand it.
His two questions were how can a
civilized country allow and practico
such, and how do the Negroes react
to the practice .

The United States consul in Dres-
den is o Southerner. I do nct know
from which state, A friend of mine
in Dresden tells me of the old South-
ern songs which ha likes. He was
present at the meeting, but he i@ not
come to shake hands. Some one safd
that e did not like the speech, The
same person remarked that he could
not have been nearly so moderate in
making such a presentation,

The npecple generally think that
American Negroes are not actually
Americans. They ask what languuge
they speak, how they live and some
even ask what sort of clothes they
wear, A few days after returning to
Berlin I received a letter from a man
in Dresden asking if it wero really
true that Negroes in West Virginia
have recently begun publishing a
newspaper in the German language,
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