THINGS TO REMEMBER

By WILLARD MERRY

IT HAS BEEN SAID that within
recent years a '‘new™ Negro has de-
veloped in the United States, It is
said that this “new™ Negro is deve-
loping a race pride which refuses to
be apologetic about the color of his
skin and that he is bullding up a
group conscicusnesg which can drive
sharp bargalnas to the advantage of
the racea and that in general he is
on the road to a new Promised Land.
There s evidence to prove this,

WHEN ABRAHAM, LINCCLN
SIGNED THE EWVANCIPATION
PROCLAMATION less than ten pei
cent of the Negroes could even read
or write, Today less than ten per
cent of the Negroes are unable to
read or write, Each year nearty, four
thousand Negro graduates in caps
and gowns recelve thelr Bachelor's
degrees while thirty-eight thousand
more are enrolled in the 110 Negro
institutions of higher learning not to
mention the hundred and fltty thou-
sand high school students,

WHEN THE CIVIL WAR END-
ED, the Negro owned Httle property
in thia country, Today he has accum-
ulated wealth to the value of two

thousand, five hundred miition dollars
and has demonstrated through twens
ty-tive thousand independent busi.
ness enterprises that he is capable of
mastering the intracacies of an ec.
onomy so long turned against him, A
century ago the United States Su.
preme Court ruled that the Negro
had no righta which needed to be re-
apected, Today the Supreme Court ia
rendering declsions In favor of Ne-
gro rights, Today there are signs ev.
erywhere that a “n*w"” Negro is
coming into his own.

IF* THIS MEANS that the Negro
is coming of age and is ready to take
hig rightful place in our Democracy
1t is highly encouraging, It Is wor.
thy of rejoicing if it means that the
Negro i3 now able to accept a man's
share of burdens and responsiblities
in the world. It i3 worthy of race
pride if the Negro g=oup can stand
shoulder to shoulder with the rest of
the nation and work for the com-
mon wealth of the whole It s wors
thy of group consciousness if the 12
mill’'on Negroes can wield themsel-
ves together to fight for their God-
given rights and the rights guaran-
teed by the Constitution of the Unit.
ed States, .




