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PROFKELLYMILLERTELLS
LANGSTON HUGHES WHY
STUDENTS ARE COWARDS

By KELLY

The college world af lar
in view of its obvious fai

for.its existence..
eration ago-that keeps them
short of the requirements of the

Two recent magazine articles huve® -
thrown” bomb shells info the circle
of {he Negro college. One appeared
in Opportunity for June and the
other”'in The Crisis for July. The
administration, fuculty and “student.
body are taken caustically to tasgk
for . their delinquencies and short-
comings. Langston Hughes, the not-
ed‘Negro poet and radical, declares
that the colleges are producing
cowards. A serious accusation this
which is sought to be sustained hy
a ‘simple narration of facts which
came under his personal observation.
‘On reading his severe arralgnment 1
was Impressed with the thought that
Mr. Hughes failed to grasp or to
appreclate the motive, reason, and
end in view by those who founded
and who now support the higher ed-
ucation of the colored race.

The traditional ideal of the college
was to produce the scholar and the
gentleman and imbue him . with the
political, ethical and socinl aims ap-
proved by the dominant social opin-
fon. The ability 1o mnke a living
is.the-fourth dimension recently im-
parted to "the collegiate function.'
Livery. genuine college must root in
fta own =soll and thrive on its own:
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ge 15 put to it to justify its existence
lure to meet the economic,
and social requirements of a changing world. The N
leges of today lag far behind the rest i

political
egro .col-
n positing a raison detre

It is mainly the momentum imparted a gen-
going. ‘They fall pathetically

day and hour.

nurture.  In inception, object and:
purpose, the Negro college was and
is a vicarfous plant of altrulstic and
philanthropte nurture. The philan-
thropists conceived the place which
they wanted the Negro to occupy
in the social scheme and founded the
Negro college to carry out that con-
cepticn. No genuine Catholic college
could be supported by Protestants
nor could a Jewlsh seminary . be
managed by Christians,

RACE UNABLE TO
FURNISH EDUCATION

But obviously enough, the Negro
was and {s unabdle to turnish his own
higher education which must needs
be supplled "altruistically. As lonz
as human nature remains what it {s,
the man who plays the fiddle will
call the tuhe. Negro education will
therefore conform to the tradition
and mores' of dominant white opin-
fon as long. as they tall under white
support and direction, ‘The installa-
tion of colored instead of white pres-
fdents and faculties tend to Inerease

, vather than diminish their depend-

eney.  The thne is not in sight when
the Negro can or will maintain or
support his own higher education.

The Negro is encouraged to de-
velop himself and to make himself
useful and happy so long and so far
as it does not jar the accepted mores.
With this background of under-
standing, Mr.- Hughes might have
saved. himself ‘the labor and us the
pain of his long narrative of humili-
ating Incidents, Aftér long angd va-
ried experience. with -college presi-
dents and faculties, 'I am fully con-
vinced that they inculcate upon thetr
student body as 'much courage, man-
lilness and in_dependence-"as they
Judge they can safely do and still
ba allowed to function. °If school
must keep it must conform to domi-
nant opinion, which it dares.not at-
front, A capital fllustration  must
suffice. Under the administration of
President Durkee, n book deseribing
the workings of the Soviet govern-
ment' in° Russia found its way in-the
Howard unlversity libhrary. Upon the
peremptory demand of the chairman
of the appropriation committee of
the United States Senate, it was
forthwith withdrawn, President Mor-
decai Johnson on an occasion un-
dertook to depict the Russlan scheme
of government, bhut was promptly
called to Look by the trustece board
and bidden to do so no more. Acn-
demliec freedom 8 a myth even in
white collegas: in the Negro college
it is' hluntly taboo.

LANGSTON HUGHES
A “NEW NEGRO"

Langston IMughes belongs to-.the
New Negro who feels restive under
restraints wich race prajudice-makes
inevitable. They have little patience
with and no tolerance for the spirit
of long suffering and endurance
which the white friend sought to
promote on part of Negro leadership,
Ho would take up "arms against a
sea of troubles, and by opposing end
them. The Negro inteclligentsin hasz
not yet Jjustified itself. They have
more wisdom than understanding,
more passion than power. They. criti-
cize without creating; they destroy,
but cannot construct. They have in-
tellectual pertness without original-
fty. They fill the air with screeches
-against the iniquitles of  existing
conditions without formulating re-
medial programs of practical action.

Mr, Hughes also seems to -labor
under the erroncous impression that.
we must look to the college for. dy-
namic leadership. The college .can
only furnish leaders in the secondary
sense who will carry out the pro-
gram already laid down, The heroic
leader is made by God, not by the
college. Page Stalin, Mussolinl, Hit-
ler and Lloyd George, or hetter stiil
George Washington, Abraham Lin-
coln, Frederick Douglass, Booker T.
Washington and Marcus Garvey.

The college bred Negro today who
is lifting his voice in loud protest
against the traditional place which
is marked out for him by the whites
incurs the disfavor of the collegy
which  edueated him. Langston
Hughes is persona non grata to Lin-
coln unlversity, Carl H. Murphy to
Howard university, DuBois to Fisk,
I:ckens to Talladega and Trotter lo
Harvard. The Necgro colleges have
their important sphere and function,
but if we ‘look to them for encour-
agement of down right dynamic and
herolc leadership, we look in vain. ’
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