KELLY MILLER SAYS: THE WHITE MAN'SNEGRO

Miller, Kelly
Afro]:émmcan (1893-); Sep 21, 1923; ProQuest
pg.

"~ KELLY MILLER SAYS

The White Man’s Negro

“There are no good Indians, but
dead Indians. "The good Negro is
the one who does what I tell him."”

These are well known maottoes
which express the white man's ap-

It was beeause the white man
found, or thought he found, in
the Negro, an casler instrument
of his will than in the stubborn
deflant. Indjan that the black
ma was Impored to supplant In-
dinn slavery on this continent.
The  whole  superstrocture  of
modern slavey rested uwpon the
assumption of racial overlomd.
ship on part of the white man

Where resistance is  risky the!
temptation to yield is great; Ajax
defying the lightning is the apothe-’
sis of foothardiness. Frail hunumn’
nature is readily prone “to hend
the pregnant hinges ol the knee
thay thrift may follow fawnings."

The seeming servility which the

The
racinl

white man is prone to
fanity as the sparks fly
upward. Concede his raclal su-
periority  and  he  will readlly
rant the sabmissive any subor-
dinate request.

The Negro and

knows 1his

The South is endeavoring 10 en-

courange the white man's type  of
Negro and to eliminate  those  of
more rohust  axad  manly  spirit,

In the August number of Current
History, Judge W. R. Winston, of
North Carolina has  pointed  out
the whole situation in a tree, frank
and fearless manner. Listen 1tn
the learned judge,

“S0 long as the Negro ‘hehaves

himself' in the South he is =afe,
But once lot him eross the dead-
line of race separation and en-

deavor to assert is manhood rights,
and he beromes o meniee to the

praisement of the red man's in-
domitable disposition, on the one
hand, and the Negro's pliant docil-
ity on the other. Sel{-abasement

and enfeeblement of will are the|
!

prime requisites of .the slive.

and acceptance of tho assump-
tion on part of the Negro, The
individual who possessed innate
stubbornnes sand courage found
that he must efther conform and
he comfortable or resist and in-
car the coerclon of the fnevitable
clup, The white man's Negro as
a fype Is the produet of the fn-
stitution of slavery., and Is more
1o be pitled than blamed,

Negro displays in the presence of
the white man is often more spuri-
ous than gennine. 1c¢ is a part of
his scheme of caleulated cunning.
He feigns o submission which he
dnes not feel, and makes Dhelieve
.what he does not believe as part
of his protective philosophy,

plays upon his vanity as his
trump card. The white man and
trump  eard.  The white man

and the Negro ave equally guls
lible in face of mutual fNattery,
Fach believes that he is decelve
ing the other when he is only
decelving himselr, ’

\

rexisting order of thinga, With bat
‘in hand, the Southern  Negro  is
more than safe, he is happy-—if he

is that kind of Negro. For lis
‘auke and in memory of the old-
time  Cdarky’,  schools,  hospitals
and orphanage have heen set on
i Toot,

“A tender, patient relationship

X hetween  this unambitious,
ilikeable creature and  the  white
‘people of the South. ‘The white

Sman’s Negro get o)l that he is en-
Jtitled to and often more in the
ceourts, as i domestic. on the farm,
with trowel or hammer.

1

Thee white man who under-
takes (o impose on a white man's
Negro bas his hands full. Many

I never witnessed an aet of in-
justice to sueh o Negro who does
ot desive his right sovial or po-

years experfence as o Clrenit
Judge enables me (o deciare that fitieal.”
* * LA SR

The Widening Gulf

But what of the increasing num-,
ber of Negroes who are nop white
man’s Negroes and  the  widening
pulf between the races?

Daniel has come  to judgment.!
The cards are lnid on  the table
tace upwiards, The. crux of the
eggro problem depemls upon the
relative roles played by the white
man's Negro and the eonrigeons
Negro of more manly type.  But
Judge Winston doex not state the
whole casxe, It is not only the ig-
norant, unambitions  Negro  who
fills the requiremments of the white
man's Negra. e is found in every
etratum of life and ot every e
pree of intelligence,

]

The Negro of property, learmng
amd position Qs as eaxily prone tu
render racial homage to the white
lord and master as  the  hamnble
hat-in-hand prototype in the South,
Change in condition dees not - al-
ways alter charvacter.  Thoe essen-
tinl servility of soul manirfests ir-
solf In the highest up as well as in
the man tarthest down.  The edu-
eated and favored Negro often ax-
sumes a submissive  attittde for
motives of profit the same as the
jgnorant and unfortunate, They
arve hath motivated hy innate weak-
ness of will and  desire  Tor  the
erumbs of faveor that tall from the
white man's tahle. {

i

The white man, North or
South, seeks out the complaint
type of Negro upon whom 1o
conter his tuvor. He ean make
ittty use of the Negro who does
not readily yleld when theve is
a conflict of will and oplinion,

A good Negro has the same
defilnition whatever his statlon
in Jite. He is always considered

m‘nc-l'ﬁmhlo and dangerdus. The
acquicsent «+ Negro becomes  the
beneficiary  of  whatever  good
wifts the white man hits to bee
stow. Je enjoys a1 monoply of
his greatis, grace and goodness,
He is made the receiver for the
colored race, In this way the
Negro who would be theifty s
fimpressed with the feeling that

cafe nnd sane, white the one of
a diferent ming I deemed ime

The temptation is indeed strong
It 1s easy and comfortable to se-
cure a seat an the band  wagon,
We find the some maotive overating

] *

The New Negro

Over against thix type  of
white man's Negro there is
veloping a type of defiant, dis-
courteous, contentious Negrn  who
resents and resists the white man
merely becattse he is white; These
are found amon the efty* toughs.
quick with gun or razopr to avenge
any offense real or faneied which
the white man commits ngainst
the Negro race,

We also find the same sgpirvit in
the reckless intelligentsin wha de-
nounes and condemn the white

the
de-

TAFE, SALVATION OF THE
RACE DEPENDS UPON THAT
TYPE OF NEGRO WHO 18 IN-
TELIIGENT, COURAGEOUS
AND MANLY., WHO 18 COUR-
TEOUS, CONSIDERATE AND
SENSIBLE, BUT WHO WILIs

#

obedience  wud - submission s
profftable In all things,
‘in polities, in the school, in busi-
‘ness, and in every relation  of

Negro life and activity.

* *

pruwdence or courtesy.

With chip on shoulder.  They
are euger to tly into the fury ut
the slightest affrront or insinuation,
These are apt to arrogate to them-
selves all of the courage and man-
hood of the raee, and 1o hrand
all others as cowards and  trim-
mers who do unt adopt their
treme position.  Toth extremes are
equally dangeroux 1o the best well-
fare of the race, Nejther sub-
mission or defianee s caleulated
to secure the desired results,

PROMISE  THE  MANTOOD
RIGHTS OF HIS RACE BY
SERVILE SUBMISSION, NOR
SACRIFICE THEM BY RASH,
INTEMPERATE  OUTBREAR
OF PASSION WHICH WOULD
CURSE THE WIITE GOD AND

NOT, IN ANY MOOD, COM-
» & X

United Methodism

T notice that the plan for the re-
union of Northern and Southern
Methodism  is provoking  wide-
spread diseussion throughout the
colored press.

The importance of the move-
ment far transcends the bhound-
aries of the groups concerned di-
rectly in the transaction. Dr. 1.
iarland Penn, the race representa-
tive on the. commissinn; in two ar-
tieles in the Southwestern Chris-
tinn Advoeate, has striven to show
what atlvantage will accrue to the
Negro membhership from the or-
ganie unjon.

The gonod doetor allows himself

"DIE.

* % 0%

general dcheme of the united
chureh, But unfortunately Jones

and Clair cannot live forever.

Through retirement thelr episco-
nal langevity may he shorter than
their natural lives. Not only are
they nat likely to bn suecended by
Negroeg, hut it is extremely un-
likely that the CGeneral Conference
composed of Southern and Narth-
orn delegates, will elect a Negro
as full-fledged Secretary  of any
hoard which function throughout
all of the conferences,

Not only will the .black hishops
have nn racial suecessors, hut Dr.
Penn himself will probably have

race without the least restraint of:

to he earried away with the sweetfnn such sueecessor. Tn annther ar-
delusion that the two existing Nesltieal, we wish that Dr. Penn would
gro hishops will function in  thelanswer the following questions:
1. Will the united chureh | schools snd colleges?
elect Negro zeneral officers? 4. Will the Sopthevn contin-
2. How will the union of the | fENey hring to the unlon a re-
Northern and Southern wings | lielous consecration and zeal for
cerve to  increase the  Negro Cheivtian hrotherhood that will
fmembership? . kindle the picty of the three
3. Will the Southern Church, :‘Iuml!-o(! lthous:}lnd l‘)lll:)ol\ allles of
out of its own poverty, he able he Novthern church™
to add anything to the establish- KELLY MILLER
ment or sapport of Negrvo Wash. D. C.
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