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The race is now standing at the
end of one era and the heginning
of another. The world war marks
the epochal transition. We are
marking time, rather than march-
churches

ing forward, Qur are
augmenting in  number, rather
than gaining In spiritual power.

Our schools are gaining in effici-
ency hut waning in moral energy
aqd inspirational appeal. Qur
politicn] life is on the retrogriude,
Tn business enterprise alone is there
eneouraging indieation of a pro-
gressive spirit,

The burden of race reclamation
is shifting from philanthropy 10
our own shoulders. The ruture
service of philanthropy will be
material, consultive and advisory.
it ean no longer be intimate and
directive. Two generations of
philpathropy  have “wrought  in
vain unless the Negro has heen en-
abled thereby to walk on his own
feet. The only help that is worth
while is the help which helps the
helpless 10 help himselt. he
Negro must henceforward furnish
his own leadership and guide his
own segregated life which he is
forced to live apart. Race cnoper-
ation. net race control, is the way
for the future. The hest e¢lements
of the two must unite in the spirit
of mutnal respect and good w
for the common weal.

Ten million Negroes posscss all
mf the potentialities of ciyilization.
But like the water power of our
mighty rivers they have been go-

ling to waste for all of the pist cen-

muries. Slavery harnessed the Ne-
gro's animal and mdehunical pow-
ers ‘to the cruge task of  the
Sonth's industrinl needs.  The new
sk of Negro lepdership is o
gear up his latent powers 1o the
enginery of race uplift and reelam-
atinn.

‘There is no “fundamental, eter-
mal, inescapable difference’ of ruce
which the Negro can recognize in
any mbod. The Negro must stand,
il he stands alone, for the intel-

A

wi
wi
to
st
m
ht

lectual, moral and spiritual nnity
of mankind. Tieligion must not
surrender 1o race, Christianity

th

gnust not he allowed o comproni-‘m
i
ou

iwe with color,

fhe task which devolves npon
the New Negro leadership i
great as any which falls upon hu
man shoulders.  An ideal must be
formulated which sutficiently
tangible and definite to appeal Lo
the whole race and quicken and
imspire their dormant cnergies,
Whether this ideal shall ultimate
in  America or on sone distant
continent boots but little. The
thought is greater than the thing;
doctrine Is greater than, the deed.
A principle is greater than a pro-
gram. The ideal transcends the
deal. Lot this be the fulermm hy
which we shall uplitt the race. I
would say to the New Negro lead-
ership; acguit yvourselves like men:
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itthawake, arise,

make ready the New
Wiy for the New Day.
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