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Impact Of New Negro
Communities

Hits All

The New Negro has shown the sam
Negro at the state and national level.
offoct on the future and fortunes of community

In
Wy CLalll

their feet in the idiom oé Uncle
Tom, or who refusc 10 goe2long
with the militancy and rapid pro-
gress of the New Negro.

Many lcaders who have heaaea
community organizations for
years have arrived at their meet-
ings on election night fully ex-
pecting 1o be re-clected—but only:
10 find themselves dethroned by-
some member of the organization’
whom he only vagucly recalls as
being *'too drastic.”

In other cases organizations
which have been supported by .
their communitics for years sud-:
denly find that the community is |

o
I
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demanding  that it either “do
something” for the progress of!
the Negro or disband for lack of
support.
‘Do Something’
Everywhere the answer is the
same—the New Negro is demand-
ing in his local community that
his favorite community project
cither do something constructive
or fade from the picture.

It might be pointed out that the

.Urban League of Greater New

York apparently has become
Continued on FAGE 30

¢ drive and militancy in his own community as the .\'cw!
This drive—this militancy has had and is having devastat-
leaders and community organizations who drag
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tpresident of PS 10's parenis asso-
mur Lyons,
ive on

aware of this to iis own profit. TCE
The League was once looked cxa!_xon and Mrs, Th
upon as the picture of conserva- chairman of the comrm:

tism in Harlem. As such it was school construct:on f{or 1'S 10,
rapidly becoming stagnated. got with Dr. Clars.

Its executive secreiary, Ed In an untiring proz wh.ch
Lewis, however, never the man to ¢ontinued far inio the ion
stand still, began to push the Deriod, these coursfeous parents

League more out into the main. led their group i i campmizn 10
siream where the New Negro 86t A new schoal Their plans
was fighting. also included baildin school

The result was that there was N an arca w, i peraut
an immediate increase in the the mplemen of integras
League’s membership and an in. 107
cseased appreciation by the com- These New Nezro women have
munity for the League's program. HOW seent funds allocated for thewr

Backed by I'resy new school in the Coy's capetad

It must be sdded that the hudgei. Alsa they hive seen 1o it
League's presiden:, Mrs. Sophia lh:xt_ many '\\h;rc cmldien wall
Yamall Jacobs, works hand in PrOfit as well
glove with Lewis in this new ap- Closely in line with the child
proach of the League. ,education program is a system at

The New Negro's emphasis on,sound  community  <anters, i
his civil righis has had a devase which vouth cian expend their en-
tating effect on many purcly so- €rgics and grow into healthy, use-
eial groups who for mary years ful citizens, capable of leading
have frittered away their own the community nf tamorrow.
t.me and that of the public in lav. Can't Stand Stitl
1sh extravaganzas of dances and  In ilailem we have Maorning-
banguets without a purpose, side Community Center, Mrs, Al-

The New Negro has been quick berta Kline and the City Mis-
to point out that it didn't make sion Socieiy's  Minisink  Town
sense to him 1o spend $30 for iHouse. Harlem Friendship House.
whisky and “balling” in a single.Crispus Attucks Youth Center,
evening when his cousin in Mon!-:and many other religious and so-
gomery was fighting for his very -cial service groups
right to spend ten cents on a bus  Whether these centers are op-
and sit where he wanted 1o sit. ! crated by “New™ Negroes or not,

The New Negro hammered this stand to be scen since many ol
point home to the extent that in.them have existed for years. But
1956, Harlem saw many socialincither they, or others can long
groups which had never done any-!stand if they allow themselves to
thing but ‘“ball" certainly bhe-: become stagnated.
come civic minded and begin'® The New Negro is dynamie,
raising moncy for racial progress.! militant, abreast with the times

The Ball Is Over rand not willing to give an inch.

Soclal groups joined the;As such he stands ready to kil
NAACP en masse. Others took out ! off  stagnated groups within his
life membership. Still others can-!community, The New Negro will,
celled their annual “balls” and however, help alert, alive groups
sent money to the South. i to stay alive.

At the present time the guilt. In line with this is the Third
complex is so great that it takos:)!ora\'inn Church which recently
a rather bold group of Harlem-|put on a drive to rcopen the com-
ites to just throw a “big ball":munity center it wac forced to
with no purposc behind it. Some,close last summer. Under Rev.
still do. R. Waite Stennctt the center

But there is always the fearicampaigned strenuously a n d
that some of their own members|came hack strong to serve a com-
wil]l revolt—or that the New Nec- munity in need.

tation

gro public on whom the success
of the “Ball" depends, will kill
it by staying away. i
Probably the greatest com.
munity impact of the New Ne.|
gro has been {n the New York:
branch of the NAACP.
NAACP Story
With racial tension mounting,
in the South the New Negro be.
gan pressuring his local NA,\CP"
for action. Russell Crawford,!
NAACP president, rose to thel
occasion, |
Crawford clearly saw that in
order to move with the New .\’c-l
gro he had to have more of the!
New Negro within his ranks. |

Rev, Callender's Role

To point out a few cpergetic
New Negro fighters who, in some
instances disregard their own in-
terests to build the community
into a place where tomorrow's
leaders may proudly grow, one
can start with Rev. Eugene S.
Callender of the Mid-Harlem
Community Parish, who shows »;
continued interest in the com-
munity,

Rev. Callender's parish is used
by approximately 300 children per
werk, It is equipped with various
athletic facilitics for this activ-
ity. The young minister proudly
announces that his congregation
consists of

He Jooked at his scant member.| mostly dispossessed
ship of 2,000 and set about in-.persons, who have been by-passed
creasing it. But Crawford is not hy many ather groups.
one who believes that the: “He js currently in a campaign
NAACP means the National AS-i{n organize blotk associntions to
sociation for the Advancement of combat the notorieus ahsentee-
CERTAIN Pcople. ilandlord. who has for years failed

So, instead of aiming his mem-;to provide the vital neeessities for
bership drive at the CERTAINIhis tenants,
or special people, in  Harlem,; Actlve Charlty
Crawford set hix sights on the, Derrick Kant, another Har-!
man in the street. | lemite, has devated his full time

Amsterdam News editors reC-|1o charitable work via The Der-’
ognizing the importance of such:rick Kant Foundation which sup-
a move immediately joined with,plies the needy with clothing and
him. The result is that today the. food. He listed his aim as “te get
NAACP has 12,000 members, is more supplies so that food can be
the third largest branch in the issued to at least three institu-
nation, and stands on a broader;tions per week during 1957,
basis In the community than any' The People's Civic and Welfare
branch in the United States. | Association chairman and found-

The Real Leaders ver, Glester Hinds lists the goals

During the past clection the of his organization as “to improve
one big charge Cnwvlord's opposi- the appearance of Harlem's
tion levelled at hi;y was that “heigtrects, sidewalks, buildings,
does not bring out the real lcad-i parks, and the community in gen-
ers of the community.” eral.”

Those who made this charge!  The role played by Hinds and
did not realize that they were the Rev. V. Simpson Turner in
simply saying that Crawford had the successful fight for a new
picked up the theme of the New Harlem Hospital has already sunk
Negro and was giving  stature: deep into the minds and hearts of
and importance to the only realithe New Negro, Hinds is the
Jeaders in any community—the' fizhting militant type,

people themselves,

The payoff came when certain
Jradership interests tried to take
the organization away from
Crawford. The little nenple
around whom he had built the
organization came out on election
night and soundiy whipped Craw.-
ford’s opposition.

Get With 1t

Wherever one
swer Is the same in the }iarlem
community  todey. O

Typical of the way the New
Negro works behind the scenes is
Harlem barber Joe Valdez. who
“recently  contributed  many  tro-
.phies to participants in Police
“Athletic League competition,

+ His idea was that every PAL
tmember has earned a prize—not
' just the winners. Valdez has also
shown his interest in youth hy

turns, the an- affering to share his knowledge

and equipment with any young-

cither <ter who wishes to enter the bar-

“zets with™ the mevinz progrese ber profession.

of the New Negro nr he stands
still and gets run over by gt

A case in point is the actinn nf

Little Man Approach
He has fought to get hetter
houre and prices for community

Dr. Kenneth Clark af the Narth. harbers, and ha< pledzed to in-
side Center far Chid Develop. crease his support of the NAACP.
ment, Dr. Clark, like many ather The Florida native recently Ind a

Harlemites had Innz known that fzhe

Harlem schools were cezregnted
Dr. Clark had

sadd =0 often,

to eliminate the parking
- problem on 135th St
G.. Thomas Davis of the Har-

But he had not fotnd many wil- 'lem Mortszage Improvement

ing to listen.

Council represents the New Ne-

With racial vielence mnunting cra approach in his drive to re-

In the South and the Nre
champing at the bit,
Dr. Clark called attention to ou
Jim Crow schools again.

This time the time wos ripe

Negro habilitate
however. Harlem area.

the underprivileged

T The prime {actor needed in sav-
irz a community from gross de-
terinration i< monev—or credit

The New Negro picked up the Davie and his constituents have
charge and today. those whn do lang <ouzint to get this vital ne.
not care to fight against Jim coccity through the State Legis
Crow schools in New Yorw have Jature, Tha New Negro has lined

ound it wiser and safer to keep

eir mouths shut ahout it

P up with him in this ficht
Then we hawe Arnnld P. John-

People like Mre. Lurce Brewn, son of the Commiitee for the

|
unprovement  of  Tenanis  and
Business. Johnson recently stood
before the Board of Estimate and
arcued on behall of the Harlem:
tenants who were to be evicted in:
the city's slum clesrance cam-
peagn.

ilc has been fighling a long
time but recently he has learned
that his militancy is beginning to
be appreciated by the New Ne-,
aro. !
Harlem Is on its wav—and a!
New Negro is Jeading. i
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