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‘New Negro® New Physical
Type, Says Herskovitz

Writing in the September number
of Current History Magazine, Melville
Herskovitz of the Anthropology De-
- partment of Columbia University, re-
ports thut a new physical type of
Negro is being developed in the!
United States. Mr. Herskovitz ar-{
rivéd at his conclusion’ after an ex-
amination of 2,000 {ndividuals in
Harlem and at Howard University.

The results indicate that the U. S.
Census figures which state that only
20 per cent ‘of American Negroes
are mulatto, understate the amount
of mixture which has gone on, and
the results obtained by Mr, Hers-
kovitz indicate that probably $0 per
cent had mixed ancestry. This fig-
ure might be slightly reduced, Mr.
Herskovitz states, because his meas-
urements were undertaken in the
North. N

The new type disclosed by the
measurements is tending to become
a stable one, he believes, since there
is increasing social pressure against
associating with membérs of opposite
groups among both Negroes and the
whites, North and South. Mr. Hers-
kovitz instances a recent investiga-
tion of illegitimate children con-
duwzted in Harlem which showed that
in only 7 cases out of 500 were the
fathers alleged to be white.

Mr. Herskovitz, who finds that the
“New Negro” in his physical measu-~
rements occupies a position between
the African and the white man, ¢on-
2ludes as follows:

“Ou the face of the results which
iave been obtained from this study
—which, it must be confessed, barely
seratches the surface of this fleld—-
it seems that from now on we shall
have to think of the American Negro
10t as an African type in which there
s been mixed a small amount of
white blood, a mixture which is still’
continuing and :that will continuel.
long enough finally to achieve the|
absorption of the Negro into thoe:
dominant white population. We must!
think rather in terms of this Nev |
Negro, with his relatively homogen-
eous form and relatively stabitized|
type, who has solved the business ofl’
Hiving In this American culture, and!
who, with his start fairly won, will]
press on in the American community
as a full-fledged member of it.”
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