Sens are et wantimg that men e wonien of viseen
n the ranks o -'l";.llli/l‘tl Labwor, o luath the rachoal sl
cortservative wing, are alive 1o the necessity aof o
ternation of oreamized Eilvor's attmmde on the Neyro,
Al are attemnting o b thaore varions OrL nZation -
m e with cuch crgantzatioms as the United Mine
Warkers aof Amerea, Nideamated € ‘athing \\ arkers
aned adestral Workers o0 the \\Vaorld .\.r:r'-
Fabor B oo part 1o plav alse in changine this present
dav anade o argamized Ll Te <hounbd organize
A nation wide movement o enconrige. promote ol
prctetats cmploviment and geneeal welfare  invided
M contral dEvrets and branches thereof, it werld

e e s STOS BN BEB 80009808 o4NISH WO N]OANED, WHNILL
Soowith argantzed Libaor venerallv, Fooa Lirge extemt
Newro Labor is responsilile ior this reprehensible
exclision, hecanse of s failure to sencrate @ foree
which when necessars could have rendered Lo the
dragon hewd of Race prejudice, whenever and w here-
cver at raised s b T as e o e, however, 1o
beging v rectine and 1o reap the benetits of  united
cife et Omly b unifving our forees i osueh i wan s
to foree organized Tabor o realize that we e o
Bosting goanl or Gisting evil, will thev, with the jesist
ance of those men amd women already in their ranks
fehting o clamge their erroneons wan, understiond
codd Sevme cver intos Nawedomiaand help us.”
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The NEGRO WOMAN in the TRADE UNION
MOVEMENT

By NOR N NEFWSONE

Fhe medern teande amion oy ement is
A |-|n-|llt't aor the ~|l'llug|r Ttween Labor
aneh capntal i lied it rise i the i
dustral revelntien which tewh place in
aelatter pare of the 18th century . The
mdustriad  revalution mtroedu e aler-
saving nuchinery ahich was uradally
concentrated  imto the hioeds of a4 few
This comeentration of economic control over
capttal amvested the cwners with cnormens power
which they nenradhy emploved, m alwedience o ther
~elf mterest, for the v\]-luii:nli--n of the detenseless
workers, whe vere now gathered imowhat s modernly
rewnas a factory

T UTsols,

Fhe crowing renmement aond spcoadization of
chinery resulted i the partial displiwcement o the
man worker, renderimg ot e ssaible for the wonine,

aned cven the childs to comprete in the factories with
the mens Thus, it as clear, from o enrsory surve
of nddustrial history, that wemen, both black anel
white, lunve heen torced o violate the |nru\|'r|n5.‘||
dogmie thar “wonin's place is the home™ and o inte
the sweat shops s the result of the iron Lin of eco-
romic necessity. This was no less trne in \merica
than in Furope,

In the United States the nmion movement is af later
growth v in Forope,  Inthar conntey, ae earh
as LHS G after the Black Plague, workers held
meetings tor the purgwee of nxing wages and hoars
o estmated then NIy per cenmt of the laborers
perishe i that epidemic, amnd this diminution in the
b osapply haed the eifect of doubling the wages
paid to the survivors Phis resulted in o <tatute e
g passed b Parliament prohibiting Fidorees from
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weepting higher wages than they had been recein -
ae before the Plague. Another statnte preseribed
vhat the workers should cat and wear, and niude it
Cpenal affense for a laboring man to cat better food
or owear better clothing than that provided  for in
the statute,

OF conrse, \merici was not discovered until 1492,
and herindustrial development was, of  necessity,
much Liter than that of the Ol World,

A\mong carly Libor organizations in the United
States were the Canlher’s Club of Boston, organized
for political parposes in the first quarter of the 1Rth
century, and the union of hakers, which declared o
srike in New York Cin in 1742

\uthors Whisagree as o the number of ln-rimln of
tade union development. Richard “T0 Ely in his
omthnes of - Feonomies™  gives five periods, and
Frank T, Carlton in “Organized Labor in \merican
thistony™ gives seven, and sl others vary as to the
mnler and sequence. 1 have tried o inter-relate
thera as Tollows:

e IZROIR2S Germinal period which  covere
the history o the calomies, and of the first nfiy years
atter the Declaration of  Independence, and s our
prefactony stage of imdustrial development. Labor
crganizations are found only i the latter portion of
this peried, and these consist of only a few local andd
temporary trade soaieties,

(2 IR25-IR37 Revolutionary Peried. The in-
trewluction of the \merican factory system, which
undiers i an epech of extraordinary and premature
creanizatin of labor: close connection hetween trade
wnenism el more radical reforms, such as social-
e amd coseqeeration,

3 IRRIRA Perind of Humanitarianism,
vd IR3IRZ3- Civil War Peried.
(3 IR76-1R95 - Federation  Perid. Charadter-

izerl by the enlargement of business: unusual middle
cliss agitation. the rise and decline of the Knights
of D aleer, the first successful general organization in
the United States, and the birth of the \merican Fed-
eratiom of Labor in 18R]

IRM-1923  Perion]l of Collective Dargaining :
soecitlled Iecanse of the rapid expansion of unionism,
and the establishment of new national or district sys-
tems of collestive bareaimimg after the industrial de-
pressten of TRY3-1R97: and hecanse it is onlv in re-
cent vears that emplovers and the general public have
recoentzaed the fact that trade unionism is here 1o
sty and must be reganded s a0 permanent institne
ton with which many emplosvers of labor must bar-
eain, whether !lu'_\ like 1t or not.

Fhe trade union movement is hringing to the wo-
nun worker an immeasurable degree of cconamie inde-
petedenee, without which she is the natural and in-
cvitable victim, the uplift Christian reformers 1o the
cntrany notwithstanding, of the necossity o harter
hor homor for g This s all the more abvions
te mendern pavchalogical seciologists, who are begin-
g 1o see that the arresistible force of the “social
me drives the woman o fight, not only for the ac-
amisitie 0§ necessities, but also for the satisfaction
of her hieher wants, or what i~ more enphemistic-
Al aned res rachfully known as canir

The first American erusade against low wiges for
wemen was carricd on by Matthew Carey, a0 Phil-

thy

alelphia: publisher, from 1R2% 10 the time of s
death in IR39. In IRW, Carey estimated that there
were between IROOO and 20000 “working aonwen”
w the forr cities of New York, Boston, Philadelplog
amd Baltimore, At Jeast 12000 of these,” he sand.
“conhd not carn by constant emplosment for 16 hoars
vt of the 24, more than 8125 per weeh ™ Think
of ittt Matthew Carey also believed that there vas
A lireet relationship between low wigges and prost
thtion,

It s interesting to hnow that he offered a prize.
\Jl'lll’li at ane 'llll"ln’ll clu”.(rs_ fllr lln' Iuest (RN om
the imdequacy of the wages generally pad 1o wsom
stresses, spuoolers, spinners, shoe binders, et o pro
cure foond, raiment aned Todging : on the effeet of that
inadequacy upon the happiness and morals of these
females and their families, when they have any . ol
on the probability that these Tow wages  frequently
force poor women to the choice between dishonor and
absolute want of common necessities”” Note that he
sl Ceommon necessities™ aned not luxuries. Tlis
prize was won by aowell-hnown secial worker of that
periel, Rev. Joseph Tuckerman,

One of the most formidable trade unions of todian
is the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of - \merica.
which i~ compened of workers in the men'’s garment
industry. It consolidated these workers, whe had
been most brutally exploited in the sweasshops, e
one of the most aggressive and progressive organiza-
tions known in the Tabor movement. N~ an evidence
af it foresight and policy of fair deading, the Al
gamated has been the first unien to put on i volored
organizer, becanse it realizes that the most vital ne
cessity exists for the organization of Negrwes inoin-
dusteyinto trade unions,

When | first reported to the husiness nanager of
the limul for which | was to start orgamzmg. he
seemed e bit seeptical abeat my getting resolts. This
Local has an Tadvo orgamizer who had bheen sent 1o
talk 1o the girls, Tath colored and white, m the open
shops The migority of the colored girls woubd not
even listen 1o his arguments in favor of unionmism,
andd the athers would listen courteonsdy hat remain
morganized. D old this official that Negroes bitterhy
distrusted white people and il nac faith in ther
Promises, aned that they could not reasonably expweet
to eradicate in one dav, i week, or even a month, 1he
mpression that centuries of erael treatmemt hadd ore-
ated i the Negroes” minds, Of course, the A
Woo v has never diseriminated agunst Negroes i
it~ entire history, bet they do not know thas To them
s simply o union, and they o not peossess the mee
essary knowledge o discriminate Ietween the el
aned D unioms,

I have been quite successiul from the very begin
ning. The girls, alimost without exceptivn, have re-
ceived me conrteously and listened attentively 1o wha
Fhaed to sy Several expressed themselves as beine
pleased that a colored woman arganizer had een sent
to talk o thenn, and voned o dishike for men organ
izers They felt and rightly <o, that o colored weonan
hoew mare thim o white man peessthle canld aluant
the specitic ills from which their gronp suflered  Off
course, there are certain generalizatins that hald
true s are applicable ta ot Wlack and white abike,
hut the \\Ilil(' hits never Leen |nrn~rrilu~«? and dened
e right o apportumity in industry as has the Negro

Seme of the girls were ansions o join the union




awd sl ey were whol 1ol won o sent o them s
o ey Knew oo membaers vooonad Tingher wages,
aned vorhe b Sherter Bwes under dwtter comeditiens
Cme ol okl e che wanted o o the umen e
car s the teorenan m her <bop weonbd o et the colored
criis o pece work, ||u) ate cninpelled o week
S that salary of SIZ00 G SIRN , week, whereas,
1othey b prece work, moan opety <hop they waonld
ke e N23 00 KM The e waze for e
o werk st deast S0 1 o wline Pressers,
neethe Tedae mens me s Shope dee poeve work Twe
cattse they are orgamized and woalld net wark there
A ke thay el The paenman, lemg non
ween, oo the sele nd the emplover amd 1 he can
f~l’-l lllr [RYRIY) ---lnn-'l |-l‘| sstU'sm ||?~ \hl-l- 1) \\nlk
o IR G week when they bl nake S30000 1y
Is <o SEEEI 0 week ton the Tons By 205 ninmen
vl Tie Boes savadd ot least S20000

Cmale v Bl soane v the weakers tean thit
they gl Lse thaar pobie o i came o the cars o
ther empl aer tha they had pomed the wmon s athers
tear the loss o wages throngh cankes | jeant ont 1o
Uiom that 1 they lose therr ol Tecatse on Jotnmey
the e we il ather gobe 1o them moumon <hoges
Whon we arganmze o shop, anr representaine calls
o the cner ad mtorms b e he must institte
une i conditsans med wages w s Shop e agrees,
very o well oo be retuses, we cadl g sk, and e the
stihe Lsts vner o perpsd o weeks, we pan benehins
e the steher<) ot we vannet el <antabile
them Ve alb ey psually see that ey hune eveny
e oz aned oetlung ta dose by cotmere et

|n|n- T

e

ool t|l~|u'~lllllll on the Pt o emners ol open
shops e empdon mere colired wirls tlam wine Iae
vase the cdored aiels are uaallc oanergiomzed and
venseeently work tor lower waes Phen, to | <onn
loosses e the provahng pmon wage e thar gt
too namtan the “open shop™ i order e disconrig
weerkers trem g the nmen el negbtmg o in
Cleases

AMamy of the girds peossoss o gh degree of mtelh
mele o ey of them Lave o gl schol ailn
catwonr tor e gob which requires no specnd cducaten
whatever O vemirse, that as becanse the ppe i
iy to kearn the Shdled branchies of he trade as ap
prentices has been demed tatham Tevanse o ealor
aned thoy must, pertorce, Tacome pressors on werk
atall Phe V0 W w v s the recond o ol
one v -lnh-' :Irl \\lh- WS I'IID'IIH\“' L Se 3 L] n'- rator,
She was dhiscuread T the Teess om e oot af calor,
amed ammcdnane v all the whinte apeerators went o stk
aed foreed hirn to0 remstate then colored comrade

by | e

Cme tternewtn, whithe T owas waime for the cels
at ol s e, oo white 2ol was distodmtmg cnenlar s
tee emplovees o mether shopom the lanlding T

vircnlars werte oot sent oont byoour oo, bane |
wanted to koo tor zeneral mtornetwa, what thoy
comtamed. <o boashed Tor o, s A s n-.n|m:

i, peheoman came upoand bl e that T oconlbd
net cdistabire arenbe s arand there 1 rephied 1l
Feonld e posabilv Ine dhistibnnne thom when 1w
sossod onby ves and that that ane was for my qeer
vl satstacnr o b ostved where 1owas amd talked
o the L'lfl~ oo they came ot o the lmil.]mu' Tnnt
hee odied 0t tronble e aoon

S ddovater eperatorss Ieah wlote gl coloreod,
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v vooperated with e splendully iy o
satum work  Fhey can o remder gesistiee i several
vavs, such as dentiiyimg the worhers o0 i gairtioulo
-|hl|'. the l'll'llll'_\(". the foreman, whother 1l pir's
wor b laneh, ned all i <ot o thing,

Ome factor that retards the argamiz it of eodored]
workers s their omgratory tendencys They are vom
santle clamemg rem one ol 1o amother. With
cehseccsave change, they Tegwe o il conwethne:
e than ey derr Tl o munte expression, .
it were, of the eternad desire of the man heart

Crrgantizations ot trade anens will usher m g new
dav dor the Negre vomam worher, Her evononn
pre blom arises from her agnoranee of cconomic vl
wes,and drom the esploatation to which this ignorance
aibiecats hers The swial pressure, which contines
them to the most gnshilled aned Jow - zrade ocenpatune,
mest of whee ! do ot tend o npliit o desvelop them,
s deadenmg, el the Bbor menvesent, as such, ean
vever achieve the goal for which ot s strvig sl
its codored component 1 Dike the O Man of the
Ton its haek bevinse it s demeal the opportunm
Coattam the heghts Gaepared o by the other grony

Ui, perhaps more than aoy other agency
will b el evand comenting the relationship be
mveen white and colwred workers When white and
colored men ond women meet onan equal basis
the workrsom, fight together for their conmpm Tt
terment, and tegether b the safferimg resnlimg
from that ipht, T ocannot possilily see how they can
bate cach other e the cliss room, roestaurant. theatre
o any other place where sl mtereonrse s desir
-l|’|l‘

The Lidwor cncvement affers o gloris opportumn
to vonny colored women of cducate meoand wdeals
Yne creative, consttiietive service to the Negro raee
m particular, and the workers i general, Faer s
v cnergation from the fetish of white eollar <
premiey and antellecnnd al ofness, | have vearmed
e D ane one of that steadily mereasing nmmber who,
Iy means of votee and gaen, are ieving 1o hasten the
v o g new iy for the world's prodicers,

Fhere s nodata avalabde om Negro wonmen e the
e untons becarse they are mt listed as sueh, ad |
have presented only the matter coming within nn

Sea

owit enperience s orgaizer for the Anadgamate!
Clathing Warkers of  \merica,
Correction

Fhe Lt plivase which apgeeared at the eml of
Do WV S S rberongh's commient i the fome Mies
sencrk sleuld e reel “Maote ietnte ™
A tpgraphical error,

Nars
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