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* lcal fiction of Minerva’s leap has no

 vidual effort. This effort on our part
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THE OLD WAR ISSUES DEAD!

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY HAS
A PECULIAR INTEREST

For the American Negro—Food for the
‘Future Historian—Whbat the Ne-
gro Should do In Order to
Cope With Other Races.

* {The following address was delivered by Prof.
J. W. E. Bowen, D. D,, Ph. D,, of Atlanta, Ga.,
at the Houston, Texr, Afro-Amencan Fair
August 34, 1896,

We must master our obstacles, and’
not whine over them; take apparent
defeat and wrest out of It glorious vic-
tory. Our problem iz not “how shall
we overcome the prejandice of the white
man?'?’ Whether we ever overcome
them or not is a matter of very small
concern. Qur ears have been g0 ac-
customed to the sound that as goon as
any problem is mentioned we uncon-
sciously walt to hear of the prejudice
of the white man, lHow strange it is
that 50 many of us are paralyzed In-
stantly at the bare mention of the white
man's prejudices, and we lose bhead and
heart for every endeavor. This preju-
dice we have conjured Intoa modern
Mordecal sitting Iu the gateway of pros-
perity. My friends, this I8 child’s play.
It istrue thatt} ~—bite man’s preju-
dice g a color prejudice. 1t is also true
that this prejudice can not successfully
defeat you if you are of the right atripe
and haye the right sort of stuff in you.
Stop argulng with or plning in the
presence of prejudice and rise up sud
doyourlevel best ;you must win success:
1t is never given. The story Is told of
Phil Sheridan that, on one ¢¢casion, hel

Aound his .grmy reireatlng before Gen-

eral Early; the general in command
sald excitedly to Sheridan: *“Oh, sir,
we are beaten!” “No, sir !’ quicklyre-
plied the dashing geperal, the fire of
whose steed had been drawn from his
own breast, ‘‘you are beaten, but this
army is pot beateni” and selzing his
army as Jupiter seiz2s his thunderbolts,
he dashed them upon the enemy with
the fury of a giant, and smote them
hip and thigh, and routed them horse,
toot and dragoon. 'The admonition
comes to us, ‘‘show thyeelf a man.”

The god of the times has filled our
eyes with his dust—the dust of politics
—and we have not been able to dis-
criminate between the essentials and
the accidents of race, strength and
power. Instead of devoting our best
energies in the development of that
which creates and controls power, we
have been mislead into the foolish hope
of jumping per saltem tothe summit
of power and triumph. The mytholog-

historic parallel In the prosaic facts of
to-day. DIig beneath the surface and
read the superscriptions upon the foun-
dation stones of this modern fabric
chiseled there by a divine power, and
be convinced as to the truth that per-
sonal excellence in character is the
mightiest safeguard to any natlon,
‘This {stands &8 the gray dikes of Hol-
land that beat back the surgings of a
mad sea. But the production of such
characters must be the result of indi-

must be pushed ln the teeth of unto-
ward circumstances and trlumph over
them in order to dissipate forever the
doubt In the minds of 8o many as to
the impossibility of large character de-
velopment among us.

Finally, the possessions of a conact-

brain and hand here exhibited, I take
1t, are not given as samples of perfected
'skill and highest art, but are to be con-
gidered as a mere earnest of infant
ekill wrought out under favorable clr-
cumstances. Itis well to remember in
this connection that everything of per-
manent yalue to the indiyidual or socle-
ty i3 wrought out only througlr paln,
sweat and struggle. Peace and clvili-
zation *ftravel in a gunpowder can,”
and our bistory will be no exception to’
the inexorable law that obtained in the
history of other people. The results
to-day here presented, have = signld-
cance greater than like results from
white people. We have had roseate
propbecy concerning our future and
wisdom now suggests that with might
and, we make real these prophecles In
substantial products. Your future is
in your own hands ,and you can make
ft whatever you please.

“No man,’” says AMr. O’Reilly, *‘ever
came into the world with a grander op-
portunity than the American Negro.
He 13 like new metal dug out of the
mine. He stands, at this late day, on
the threshold of bistory with every-
thing to learn and less tounlearn than
any civilized man In the world; in his
heart still riogs the free sounds of the
desert. In his mind he carries the tra-
dition of Africa. The songs with which
he charms the American ears are re-
fralns from the troplcal forests, {from
the great inland seas and rivers of the
Dark Continent. At worst the colored
Awmerlcan has only a century or 20 of
degrading clvilized tradition and habit
to forget and unlearn. His nature has
only been injured by the late clrcum-
stances of his existence. Insldeheisa

new man fresh from nature. *What this
splendid man needs most is confidence
in himeelf and in his race. He is a
dependent man at present. He is not
sure of himself. IIe underrates his
own qualities. He must be a eelf-
respecting man.”’ The door of the new
century has already begun to swing,
and the index finger of history is point.
ing to the mighty results to‘beachieved.
You are invited and exhorted to walk
in and take your place,not throughchar-~
ity nor sympathy nor the senseless plea
of beinga colored man, nor even by beg-
ging for a chance, but by taking your
chance and then by working with might
and main to'make the world better by
adding to the products of clvilization.
You must win your way by character,
industry and thrift. All that could be
done for you has been done. Ycu must
do the rest, Therefore, Negroes, to
work! to work!! to work!!! with the
spade and plow, with the saw and
the bhammer, with the brush and
chisel, to work with the .trowel
and boe, at the driving wheel
and throttle; with the sledgehammer
and triphammer; in the school room
and sick room; in the pulpit and at the
bar. To work with the microscope and
telescope. 'To work in steam and elec-
triclty; in wool, iron, brass and in
stope, glass, in earth and in sky, any-
where, everywhere, **wherever human
foot has trod the sod,”” or human
thought evolved an Iidea. Then rise
into the world of thought, into that
higher competition for superiority of
contribution for the good of soclety,
until your eye shall gparkle with the
blaze of trlumphant victory, and then
shall men crown your brow with the
chaplet of eternal cltizenship in the
republic of thought, Remember that
it Is thought and not money that rules
the world. .

ousness of a racial personsality 'will
develop public spirit for large raclal
endeavors. The new Negro must loock
out upon the world pregnant with un-
tried and virgin resources and achieve
honor and glory. That it is possible
for him has been admitted, but this
poseibllity must presently be realized in'
actual fact. A dlctinguished writer
glves a picture of a new civilizaticn
that is to be born in the brain and heart
of “Ethlopia’s blameless’ race. “If
ever Africa ghall show a cultivated race
*—and come It must, sometime her turn
.to figure in the great drama of human
improvement—life will there awake
witlh a gorgeousness and &plendor of
which our cold Western tribes falntly
have concelved. In that far off mystic
land of gold and gems and spices and
waying palms and wondrous flowers
and miraculous fertility, will awake
new forms of art; new styies of gplen-
dor, and thé Negro race no longer de-
spised and trodden down, will perbaps
show forth some of the latest and most
magnificent revelations of human life.
Certaln, they will, In thelr gentleness,
thelr lowly docility of heart, their apti-
tude to repose on a superior mind and
rest on 3 high power, their childlike
simpliclty of sfection and facility of
forgivecess. In all these, they will
exhibit the highest forms of & pecullar
christian life, and perhaps, as God
chasteneth whom He loveth., He hath
choten poor Africa, In the furnace of
afil:ction, to make her the highest and
neblest In that kingdom He will set up
when every other kingdom has been
tried and falled, for the tirst shall be
Iast, and the last shall be first.” \Who
dare say that thls % 1 of Harrlet
Beecher Stowe will uot be 1-allzd?
The successful inu.igur.aon and wise
management of thls falr by the colored
people of the state of Texus, with the
co-operadon of the whites, sets up
another mile post of progress. We
_ 8hall yet make thls Southland the gar-
den of the Lord. The products of
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Are there no more worldstoconquer?
Have we no more truth to discover in
the heavens above, or the earth beneath,
or in the human soul? Have men
struck bedrock truth in all the dizcip-
lines of learning and callings of life?
Nay! a thousand times nay! Lift your
eye upon that mighty bird that riges in
the circumambient blue, beating the alr
with his proud pinlons as he circles in
majestic sweep the silent heavens, His
aim i3 to look into the face of the sun,
and he mounts until, far abové the
stormy clouds, his eye sparkles with the
blaze of the sun. QGo thou and do like-
wise; lift your life in moral tone;
strengthen your character with the es-
sentials of virtue; plume the pinions
of your thought of the upper regions
where the alr is pure and varrified;
searc‘g, dig, work in the realm of
thought and matter untll you shall be
able td say, with the immortal Keppler,
“0Oh, God, I think thy thoughts after
Thee,”

I could not if I would, and 1 would

lence and death. And this rich legacy
of wealth, courage, fortitude, sagacity,
learning, skill and morality ig beqeath-
ed to every chlld of Anglo-Saxon blood.
But sa2d to relate, we have notsuch
legacy to beqeath to our children, and
even the wayfarer dare not assert 1t.
Observe what I eay. I donot say that
the elementa of kindred strengh are not
found in us a3 1ndividuala and as a race.
Nordol tend that the Anglo-Saxon
as a whole'ls thus richly endowed, and
that the black man as a whole have not
a3 yet a8 a whole measured up to him,
and I statewlth equal modesty that the
embryonic strength of a glant are In
his baby limba. .

Before asking now what is the Negro's
place In American civillzation, a larger
question comes into notice that effects
all men, namely, what i{s the place of
any branch or family of the human
race In the sum total of humanity ? The
Negro’s will be what he makes for him-
self, just as the place of every people is
what that people makes for itselt, and
he will be no éxception to the rule.
The method whereby he shall make that
place Is under consideration. One class
contends that he must make it by stay-
log In the three “Rs' and they are
specially at pains in ridiculing the
higher education of the Negroes, even
for leaders in church or state. Yes, he
must learn the three ‘‘R3,” he must
master the kings of English and then
he must plume his plnions of thought
for & flight with Copernicus, Keppler
and Herschel, he must sharpen hisloglc
for a walk with Plato, Emanuel Kant
and Herbert Spencer; he must clarify
his vision for invesiizations with Vir-
chow, Huxley and Cray; he must be
able to deal in the abstruse ¢ 1estiors of
law as do Gladstone, Judge Story and
Judge Speer; he must fortity himself to
divide rightly the Word a3 do Canon
Farrar, Bishop Fostzr, Bishop Haygood
Dr. Jobn Hall and Dr, H, L, Wayland.
In short, the education of the Negro
must be on a par with the education of
the white man. It must begin in the
kindergarten, as that of the white child
and end in the udiversity as that of the
white man. Anything short of this
thorough preparation for all of the
stages of life for the Negro would be
unfair to a large part of humanity. We
ask that nothing be done that would
spoll his nature or emasculate his per-
sonality, but let everything be done
that would tit him to fill every situation
in life that man may fill from she black-
gmith and hod carrier to the statesman
and philosopher. And if such prepara-
tlon require a knowledge of the old blue
back spelling book or of Aristotle’s
logic; a knowledge of the plow or bam-
mer, or of the spade or of the driving
wheel; or of simple addition or Integral
calculus; or the first reader or Kant’s
¢‘Critique,” simple justice and common
sense require that he be acqualnted
with whatever ghall fit him to fill his
station in life. Does this mean that the
Negro be turned into a white man? Is
he to be 80 educated that he will cease
to be what God meant that he should
be? Nay, verily, for any education
that makes a people dissatisfied with
their racial personality is a farce and &
reproach.

I repeat, my hope is fixed, and stand-
ing upon the top of this present Mount
Nebo, and lettlng my eyes sweep
through the dark past up aleng the
shores of the river we have crossed, and
now into the wilderness with our
churches, school houses, trade &chools,
and various Christian and clvilizing
agencies, with faith in God, I am cer-
tain that I gee, through the thick dark-
ness ‘that envelopes us, the gray rays of
a new morn, and I hear the tramp of a
new civilization and the music of its
avant courler joyfully shouting:

*‘There’s a good time coming, boys, &
good time coming..”

And rising in my meditations upon
the afllictions of my fathers that made
them groan, I bear the united voice of
all nations that have preceeded us as
the voice of many waters, saying: “For
our light afiliction, which s but for a
moment, worketh out for us a far more
exceeding and eternal welghtof glory.”
And rising still higher, I listen agaln,
and the volce of prophecy rings withi
the distinctions of a clarion note and
with the sweetness of an angelic harp!
and the melody of a heavenly lyre:
“Thou hast lain among the pots, yet
shall ye be a3 the wings of a dove cov-
ered with silver and her feathers with
yellow gold,2! for

“Qut of the shadow of night
The world moves into light.

not if 7I could, justify the slavery and
oppression of my people. There can
{scarcely be fouud to-day one thoroughly
| sensible man in this country todo go
upen sound bibical grounds., I.am
willing to close the whote chapter for-
ever with the noble thought of Joseph
to his brethren: ‘““But as for you, ye
thought evil agalnst me, but God meant
it unto good.” We have to suffer yet
more before we are thoroughly purged
and made the equal of our white broth-
er. But we must tressure the lessons
and transmit them to the generations
unborn. I do not belong to that class
of auperiicial men who thrive on the
praise of our people by telling them
that they have accomplished as much as
our white brother. To talk thus is to
babble ignorantly and to use billings-
Rate to win the applause of the unwary.
You must -remember that the plane
upon which our brother in white stands
to-day, has been reached by generations
of slavery, tol}, adversity; war, pestl-
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It is daybreak everywhere.”’



