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“IHE NEWSPAPER AN INSTITUTION.

Only insofar as a minority group has a
voice to express its hopes, aspirationg and
ambitions—and yes, ils grievances, will it be
heard.

As Negroes, we have our dissatisfactions,
Locause we are opppressed. In that we hope
tu rise in spite of all ohstacles, fight bercause
wi are forced to, The newspaper is an insti-
tution—and a militant one, It cannot be ex-
pected that such an agency, endeavoriag to
voice all phases of a group diseriminated
agulnst, be a conservative argan. Were it so,
then a newspaper would have no reason for
being, for are there not other mnstitutions
peviorming the work of conservatism,

THE OMAHA, a  progressive weekly
nowspaper, and dedicated to the cause of the
people that “No good causeshall lack a cham-
pion, and that evil shall not thrive unoppos-
ecd,” shall forever he a militant organ—the
true voice of the Negro in Nebraska.

BETTER RACE RELATIONS WOULD
MEAN A BETTER OMAHA

v

Approximately ten per cent of the popu-
jlatton of Omaha are Negroes, which by
chance are the largest minority group in our
city, For the most part they live in segregat-
ed districts and ¥t {ollows that in heir {sola-
tton they are all known by the other ninety
per cent of our citizenry. It has been said
which is true in the majority instance that
white rage know the Negro and ag a result
of this lack of interracial understanding the
Negro has been retarded in his progress.

His wages are low, and his tenure of serv-
ice is always uncertaln. He is ihe last to be
kircd and the first to be fired.

His opportunities for economic advance-
ment are limited for as yet the jobs open to
him are of the- most memorial sort. True,
there are exceptions, There are Negroes who
havc gained distinction in the learned pro-
fessions, but they have struggled against
groat odds, unknown to the more favored
ity to work and to develop the Iatent
classes, All the Negro asks is the opportun-
qualities that are his. No one would contsnd
that hz should be denied this right, for he
tou 13 an American citizen,

OPPORTUNITY AND JUSTICE

Political Justice and Economic Opportun-
ity are two of the chief features in a new
prograrn of action now being put intp mo-
tion by the farsighted Negro,

Political justice, when broken down, is
now portisan in enjoyment. If is an Ameri-
can national ideal

Under the present set-up of political pro-
cedure, it is necessary to function through
parties, The first choice of party of the
Negro was the erstwhile party founded by
the immortal Abraham Lincoln — that party
which after 50 years of legal support on the
part of the Negro en-masse, fell {o almost

egnominious depths of short sightedness and| J

indifference.

Therefore, with the ever inereasing intel-
ligence of the biack millions of voters, there
was a drastic change of feeling and evolution
of thought on the part of the New Negro
and consequent casting of ballots,

The New Deal came into being under
the leadership of the second humanitarian

Jbe the measure.

been left undone by Republicans,

Never the less, there remains yet much
to be done. The determined filibusier ac-
tions of ceriain democratic Senators and the
painful silence of majority Republicans, re-
gardless of noble effort of protection vouch
safe by the last anti-lynch bill, cannoct soon
be forgotten,

The continued trickery of civil service
photo-rules, Jim Crow cars of the South dis-
criminations, are uppermosi in the minds
of the thinking Negro and will be remember-
ed with ballots Economic opporiunity is a-
nother lofty desire and deterrnination of im-
provement that must be called emphatically
to the aitention of ail. All too long, black

" |workers as a class have been “The last hired

and the first fired.” Afl too long, American
Economic practices have been based on col-
or. This must stop, Fitness and merit must
Whenever and wherever
this rule has been applied, in any field, men
and women have measured up fo the proper
standards. It is all insidious poppycock to
say that our men and women must be held
back from this and that place of employ-
ment, industrial or executive, solely because
of color, Something must he done. What
Will It Be?

OPPRESSED RACES GAIN COURAGE
THROUGH HISTORY

All minority races are subject to oppres-
sion from majority races.

One of the worst things about racial op-
pression is that it succeeds in making some of
the oppressed regard themselves as actually
being inferior. They in most cases have no

inner resourres in nombat injustiues perpet-

rated against them,

This has never been true among other
races, as among the Jews and the Negroes in
this country, The nearest to these two, per-
haps were the Itish, who felt the wrath of in-
justire during the fierest days of the anti-
Irish Catholic riots in U. 5. before the Civil
war the mass of this greal race stood firm.
The reason for this point to their knowledge
of Irish history. History is a source of strength
ta an appressed fold for it teaches them to
respect their own past heroism. They learn
in centuries and to hang on grimly until the
oppressor has met his historical and inevii-
able door,

It teaches themn methods of fighting and
resistance it breeds morale and unity—all
that an oppressed race or group needs if it is
to survive under the cruel m;rustmes of the
neriod,

Through the study of their own history
throughout America the Negro is awakening
from his state of lethargy. They are dis-
covering that it is a record fo be ppr_ﬂud_{::f.

. The names of Denmark Vessey, Harriet
Tubman, Frederick Douglass, and other liber-
ators an folk leaders are becoming known to
the Negro masses, coupled with such modern
leaders as A. Phillip Randolph, Sclon C. Bell,
Henry Johnson, and numerous.others whom
space will not allow to be written therein.

More, they are learning that they are
Afro-Americans, immigrants like the Ger-
mans, Poles, 1talians, Greeks, .or British in
America, with a hereditary .. culture. that
traces back {o the time of Kng Solomon,; and

race. They have contribhted murh historiral-
by,

The Afro-American is a builder and ci-
tizen who can show full title fo his American
manhood. You AfrocAmericans in the siate
of Nebraska are being urged through the me-
divm of The Omaha Star to peruse the achi-
ves of your own history, learn of the many
outstanding deeds of a great race and then
take courage through having known.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and as such,
many things have been done in behalf of

the Negro, that for several decades, have|®

fweer
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PAPERS SAY
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waving to get Negro boys from
spouthern cotton patches to ans-
the nation's call to  the
colors.” These words came unso-
licited frgm the lips of Serpeant
Chester R. Vaughan of Celumbia
5. C.,, a veteran recruiting officer
with more than 23 years’ service.
Impiementing his  statement,
the rergeant saia.

“T've found that after a Negro
has served one or two terms in
the army, he is much more pa-
triotic than a white man”
Sergeant Vaughan ix correct,
it Is, however, not with unmixed
fealing that 'we siate here what
circumstances and candor carn-
pe]l us to say. That is, the Ne-
gro’s eagerness to answer the
nation’s eali and his unbounded
pairiotism have meant little or
nothing to itim in the pasi. And
of course we can only judge the
future by j:he past. Except for
casual marginal referenges or
foot-notes in -some obscure his-
tory books, the black man’s role
in the critical] hours of this re-
public, his unstinted devotion,
to the flag, his painful sacrifices
have fziled to securs for him
thuse biessings of democracy
whirk some. of his feliow ecoun-
trymen, with less devotion and
patriotism, have so generously
recejved.

Black flood flowed copicusly in
the War of Independence, in the
Civil war, in the Spanish-Améri-
can war, and in the firat Yorld
way, not to mention lesser in-
tervening armed struggles in
which this nation was plunged.
All this has been in vain. For,
the Negro is yel segregated, os-
travized and lynched. He is yet
denied full citizenship and demo-
cratic rights” He i8 yet consid-
cred, to use Chancellor Hitler's
own terminology, an auxiliary
race.

The U, 5. army doesn’t want
him; the navy disgualifies him
except as mess attendant: and
the air corps rejects him out-
right, Yet some - people expect
him to form a piece of the gen-
eral pattern of the present war
hsteria,

To them we say: the granting
of unabridged demooratic. rights
to the masses, the abilition of
segragation, of peonage, poll-lax
and lynchings are the first and
most  important  steps  toward
rlose-knit national defense, With-

rie naticnal unity. Without the
dnity of the people there can he

out these provisions there can he |

e -——
Chicagn Delender The one is in direet ratio to thea
National (nity other. Czechoslovakia, Norway,

“It doesn't take much flag-land France are classic examples

of what military defense without
hational unity means.

'Battieships, airplanes, however
aumteraus are worthless without
voluntary, spontaneous support
of the people. Such a support
can only come through love and
faith; love for a fatherland that
makes it possible for loysal citi-

zens  itp live, breathe, prosper
and be happy; faith in a system
of political  government = that

places pightis and freedom above
all other safepuards.

The Negro's wailing cry in the
night has WBeen unavailing so
far, ¥et it iz not too lawe fov
the pation to repair the wrongs.
Born and bred on this soil for
the security of which he fought
and bled, the black man wants
ful! manhaood suffrage; he wants
the Fourteenth Amendment car-
ried out to the letter: he wan's
the Fifteenth Awmendment en-
foreed; he wanis iynching, peon-
age, poli-tax  abolished now,
henceforth  angd forever, With-
ot thess fundamenta)l se-uriiies
national defense, wmilitary pre.
prepardiness and consequent ex-
plogion of projectiles mean sim-
ply another cyele of émpty,
painful sacrifices of black hlood
3 at hand, What's worse iz that
the preospect of his emerging
from another conflagration,
naked, oppressed, decemented
and heaten Is inescapable,

Kenny Washington

Kenny Washington's play stole
the hearts of Mid-western foot-
ball fans just as it has captpivated
the football lovers of the Colden
West in the past few vyears.
Kenny  would  cause a  thrifl
to  run through  profession-
al football—if he could play—
but our Kenny is a Negro and
big leapues of footbdll, like the

men,
Kenny's play here in Chicago
¢an awaken us. Jim-crow in base.
ball and football can be licked.
It is un-American, it is un-de-
moceatic. There is no element
of American fair play about us
. Now it war comes we will
lose all sports in our pursuit of
democracy. But why not  let
men like the Washington and
the great Negro ball plavers get
one [ittle taste of democracy be-
fore they are sent away to dis
for what they never had in life,
Let's end the reign. of jim-
crowism in sporfs before we end

the reign of sports in our de-

THE WHIRLPOOl N THE NEWS T

Exeess Prpofits Tax Goes Top
Senzte—With Teeth
The excess profits tax  bill
which passed the House recently
is one of the most complicated
and highly technical pieces of
legislation ever drafted, Corpor-
tinng which" had a high ratin of
earnings to ecapital during . the.
last four years will, for all prac-
tical purposes, find that their
noTroal neOme 12X raEle has heen
boosted from 2099 to 25%,
How the Excess Profits Tax
Shapes Up Now -

The basis structure of the
program analyzed in the Iast
report  js  retzined, {orporate

taxpayers are still offered the
option to treat as normal earn-
ings {(a) average earnings for
the period running from 1038 to
1339, or. {b} a percentage of in-
vested capital egual to the ratio
of earnings o capifal in  the
four.year hase period. Then the
different between normal earn-
ings and current earnings will
fall subject to the graduated ex-
cess tax - rates, - However, and
this is the wvital change, for the
privilege of using average
earnings a5 the measure of nor-
mal earpings the corporate tax-
payer will be regquired to pay a
stiff price—an additional 4.1%
normal neeme iax and stiffer ex-
cess profits tax rates than cor
porations using the invested cap-
ita] measure of normal earnings.
The ratés are graduated more
- for. cotpotations with
large = dollar earnings, which
ever option [is adopted. This is
because the Tates are graduated
aceording to fixed sums rather
than a percentage of normal
These twa modifica-
tions are expected to boost the
revenue  yield .yrom this
tax: by over 510,000,000,

Break for Corporations With

Pour Earnings Record
The invested capital measure

\ e
o earnings which will eseape

the new tax has been made
more:  generous, Corporations
which had poor earnings or

iosses during the four-year base
period will be allowed io receive
free of excess profils tax a min-
imum of 7% of the first half-
million dollars of invested capi-
tal and 5% of the balanece. This
iz a substantial concession from
the sub-committes proposal
which allowed as 3 minimum
eredit of 6% of the first half
million and 4% of the balance,
If the pereentage which average
eatmings bore fo invested capi-
tal during the base period ex-
ceeds this minnum, that per-
centage of invested eapital can
be earned free of excess profits
fax provided that it does nof ex-
ceed the 1z% maximum credit
allowed. S

CONVEBSATION FIECE -
LET'S TAKE ANOTHER LOOK
' AT THE THING

By Marc Moreland, Ph, D.

New York (TY¥P} I wonder
just how rmiany of us Colofed
folk are conscious of the ex-
tent we go  in taking such a
thing as diserimination or in-
ferior status for granted. I am
fairly well cohvinced that many
of us, except in the mare obvi-
ous malipnancies of pariahdom
or ineguality before Lhe law,
lock with a disturbing com-
placenty on -the position of Col-
ored people in the Untied States,
I is -true that the cruder in-
stances of white-folk mistreat-
ment of . Colored -people- get. a
rise out of us; false charges of
rape, judicial railreading, whip-
pings and lynchings—these whip
s inlo a fury as long or short-
lived as outr particular sensibjli-
ties allow,

But it is of the subtler pros-

big leagues of basebail bar black:

inferioritly, the quiet bui demo-
ralizing accommodate Colored
people to the structure of life as
organized and lived in the Tnjt-
ed Siates, that ] am thinking.
Now, it i3 obxipus that in or-
der to counteract the tendency
to this acrommeodation to an in-
ferior status and itz attendant
rnoral  justifications, or better
still, navionalization, it is nec-
essaty that Colored people sus-
tajn a mood of protest, cultivate
realistically the relation Colored
people sustain both to the domi-
nant groups in the Unjted States
and such minority groups whose
position make them the logical
if not the actual ailies of Col-
ared Americans, and to work out
technigues of action which at
once carries on a continuous
bombardment of the. bulwarks
of prejudice held by these domi-
nant groups and seeks to turn
g logieal ints an zctual slliance
with other aspiring minority
groups. .

To do this reguires a dezire
and willingness on the part of
Colored people to examine their
position critically and without
those little half-conscious apolo-
gies people accustomed to Jiv-
ing on an inferior strafum are
inelined to make for themselves
and to themselves, Precisely, it
means that Colered people in the
United States must begin con-
seiously and convineingly to be-
lirvie that all men are created
egual, are endowed with certain
inalienable rights; that demao-
cracy means nothing if it does
not mesn equal apportunity for
black as well as whife; that free-
dom, like respect, must be won,
aned that to win it a people must
believe it deserves it

"Beliefs are, even in this day
af widespread unbelief, the struc-
ture of a people’s character and
the motive power of their aspi-
rations. People may not be what
their beliefs are, but they are
indisputably directed and dis-
ciplined and delimited by their
heliefs. A pecple without signifi-
pant beliefs are a people with-
st a zense of directinn-—soeial
tramps roctless and lost,

Beljefs are necessary for a so-
cial ethics and an effective poli-
lies. We must have g wvalid =ense
of wvolies, of moral and social
standards before we cun hope to
find the basis for those techni-
gues and - methods of action
which make possible an effec-
tive polities. Just as colonial
American felt and hbelieve they
were worthy to be, and of a
right shoukl te, {Ire from Eng-
iand and began thereupon to
work out those technigues of
protest and aciion which led to
independonce and Americap na-
tionhood, s0-in the case of the
Colored American must signifi-
cant and deeply feli belief pre-
cede any effective action in thejr
own hehalf

The old song's refrain, “T've
been down se long that down
don worry me” 2 ne mood
with which to begin the struggle
upward; and.yet it is perhaps no
exdggeration to say that that is
the dominant mood of millions
of Colored American today, as
it was vesterday. If it is argued
that *this mood. js only. natural
to men and women so long pros-
eribed and ouiraged by prehi-
dice, it can be countercd that
the spirit of resentment and even
tevolt is alse natural to people
so long proscribed and cutraged
by prejudice. Complacency and
the spirit of revolt can lie side
by side in & people, and, in very
fact, do lie side by side in the
{Colored people of America. It ig
the function of leaders to rouse
this spirit to call it to actien, to
liguidate complacency, and ip
rise equal to the task confront-
ing the Colored people of the
Inifed States.

I do nnt doubt for one moment
that just this ¥ousing of the spirit
15 what the NAACP and the Na-
tional Negro Congress both have
been trying and are irying o
bring about. The work of these
organizatjons, of any others like
them:, -must and will remain
patchy and insufficient wuntj]
mitiions of black men and wom-
en, boys and girls, on farms in
factories, iIn mines, on campuses,
in churches, in lodges and clubs,
on street eormers and wherever,
begin to believe in the dignity
of themselves as human beings,
in the inharent value of them-
selyeg  as members of a society
they and their forebears have
done’ so- much to bnild, in the
varied promize of {hemselves
awgiting the f{ulfilment whirh
will come when, and only when
black American rise, and, in
their collective intelligence and
strepgth, fight ~withouf guarter
for full and- dignified standing
in the Ametican order of things
for the right to go where any-

eriptions, the morality of raciaj

hody else gees, to be where any-
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“I pronounce you man  and
wife ™ .

For the past mnnth or so, boys
and pirls throughout the Umted
States have been thus united.

"The marriage Epidemic seems
o have reached our own CHO-
COLATE AVENUE alse,

Could i be the REAL THING,
or, are you afraid of boggey man
Hitler?

Porsonally, I think its Hitler.

Listen, brother, if it is, then
THAT'S where vour warries lie.
What with worrying shout whe-
ther she's home, or out with
some other lucky guy who didn't
have to go, you couldn't hit Hit-
er if he was nailed to your gun
sights.

Me, I'm the kind if a guy that
NEVER goes where I want so
you got a pretly good idea how
bad I want to ge, bui ihe mar-
viage vows are out of my line
fjust now.) | can't dodge hombs
and hawve night mares too.

A while back, D14 Abe Mar-
tin* gave warning of a severc

winter. Now, I'm nol afraid of
cold weather, but up here it's
too sudden.

Where I come from, you have
to ask for snow like the Indians
ask for rain during a four month
drought,

Then, you'd have to freeze it
o make i stay, so you could
realize 14 was Hrnare1

i, {ur one, am glad the softbail
season i over. Or, maybe it was
the wvaolieyball season. Honest,
ithe way those boys juggled thal
ball around, you'd think it was
the winter camping ground of
the Vincetto Jugglers from Sil-
ln Flette Cireus. Volley ball
would he putting it mildly,

I iook it for pgranted that i
was pnly for the comedy it sup-
plied. Even then, the same thing
hoppened 100 often, 1o supply
many laughs,

Maybe I'm nol so hot mysell,
but I bet I wounkin't play like
“Little Henry's”™ Grandfzatier on
his 70th birthday.

Looky, Buddy, are you adver-
tising air conditioned pants, or
are they really DRAPES? They
are sg large in the knees, you
eguld hide one of Hitler's pet
bombs in them. The cufls are
50 small, you have {0 grease your
ankies 10 get them on. NWow, Ns-
ten, brother, the chicks notice
you, but don't over do it. Me,
just watch me, sweetlheart, | cap
sven give Esguire ideas,

So longs, Siaks,
Ernie Trippier.

body olse 12, to rize wherever
ability and fadent wili tell them
to enjoy in fullest measure the
blessings and the sorrows of
poiitical privileges and obliga-
tions.

On the immediale anl practi-
cal sides, colored Americans
ought to vole nol so rmuch {or
& few favors from Demoerats or
Reputilicans in the coming Pre-
sidential election; they ought
just now and at least this onee
act, falk and vote their helief in
an ideal, a way of life they gan
realiy helieve in. Faor whom
shall they vate? PFirst of all,
let them find ocut who the candi-
dates, all of them, T mean, are,
and what they really stand for
Supnaze fheir vole furng out 1o
be a mere protost vote? That's
just it; let it be a “mere proteszt
vote,” It's fime we were pro-
testing, acting with honesty and
integrity, A few jobs would be
nothing to lose in exchange for
s0 cleansing and purifying an
experience. Besides, a large Ne-
gro protest vote would probably
do more for Colored Americans
than anything.

FAMOQUS FOOD AUTHORITY
T BE HERE DPURING
OMAHA FOOD SHOW

TFhe Metropolitan Tiilities Dis-
triet, n codperaton wth the gas
appliance dealers pof the ¢ily ang
independent fond therchants, s
sponisoring  Omahas  first eity-
wide, all-gas cooking school dur-
ing the Food Show at the city
aunditorium, September 3 to Oc-
tober 5.

George Rector, internationally
known food consulfant and auih-
ority, will personally conduct
the cooking schoot each after-
noon starting at 2 o'elock.

Mr. Rector needs no introduc-
tion to Omaha women! His books,
magazine articles and food eal-
umns in newspapers are widely
distributed.

During the cooking school he
will demonstrate his many farm-
ots menus and dishes, most of
them from the famous Rector's
Restaurant of New York City, fre.
guented early in the century by
auch juminaries as  "Diamand
Jim" Brady, John Drew, Lillian
Russzell and others, Assisting Mr.
Rectar at the school will be the
home service department of the
Utilities District, headed by Mrs.
Alta Weymuller. Daily attend-
anee prizes will be given as
well as copies of Mr Hertor's
recipes, ’

This is the first time jn years
that 50,000 Omzahs women own-
ing gas ranges will get the op-
portunity to attend an  all-city
gas cooking school. The lotest
vas cooking methods and equin.
reent will be demongirated and
on display.

Omaha’s Diséhlg' World War
Vetorans will observe the twenty-
first Anniversary of the Meuse-
Argonne Batile of the World War
next Saturday, September 21,
with the annual Forget-Me—Nn-t
sale. Proceeds of the {flower saleo
are used to maintain an emergen-

cy relief program for needy Dis-

lies, and 1o continue the rehabili-
tation program and reason sery-
ice for the prosecuption of claims
of deserving veterans.

The D A. V., as this organiza-
tion i commanly lknawn, hoe o
charter of incorporation from
Congress, and is, therefore, tha
official spokesman of the war-
time disabled. {t is composed of
only those World War Veterans
whom the U. 8. Government pro-
claimg te have been wounded,
Bassed, or disabled by reason of
their military service. There are
approximalely  seven  hundred
such  wveterans in OQwzha and
Dauglas County,

In order to render an adequ-
ate serviece for Disahled Weorld
War Veterans, the T0 A, V. needs
the assistanece of the general pub.
lic and for that reason they con.
duct the annual Forget-Me-Not
appesal, according to Adler Peter-
sen, commander of the Omaha
Chapter. “Our  cormrades hope
that gratitude for their past ser-
vice will prompt Omahang 1o res
nand  generously to the flower
sale next Baturday. By helping
Hhe D A V. 10 help the unfortun-
ale war.time disabled and their
dependents by emergency pelief,
smploymepnt and rehabilitation
service, they will also be helping
the rommunity,” Petersen stat-
ed.

The Disabled Vaterans have
generously offered a part of the
proceeds of ihe flower sate to a
a group of Omaha mothers of de-
pendent children, who will sell
the little blue retmembrance flow-
"rs on the streets next Saturday,
Buy a “Forget-Mez-Not™ and help
two wvery deserving and heedy
group of real American eitizens,
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| THOUGHT

. by Robert L. Moody it

——
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The Ministry versus the Actor_._
Recently a coniroversy arose
aver the portrayal of a “i{ypical
preacher™ in the ¢ilm “Mary-
iand.” Much discussion is report.
ed by the PITTSBURGH COUR-
IER. TUnfaverable crities ciabm
that the acior presented a burles-
sue of the Negrg preacher, his
church, and his religion.

Mr. Clarence Muse, the actor,
contends that the dramatization
was justifiable becausze (1) ils
production gave emplovment to
more than 100 Negroes; and {2)
i was a reproduction of the
“real. ignorant preachers.” He
says that the munistry should
not  make impressions that
does not wanl to see reenacted
on the screen.”

We do not take side with
either group, but this affair has
caused many {o realize how Ig-
norance reflects upon the minis-
{ry and progress of the chureh,
It -is challenge to beecome pre.
pared o present the gospel ang
all matter relative g religion
wnh dignity and the power of
God Then if actors wany tg re-
produce our “rea! phurch life"
they will be compelled to pre.
sent  indelligent spiritual, and

-_-..nnpu:.

abled Veterans and their jami-

Inspiring reproductions,



