BLACK MAMMIES

WUHANDLER O\WEN

NE writer has <aid: “The cvistence of monn-

ments s pesthified on but 1300 gronnds —as scorks
wp art and that (or elich they stand.” We do
wree with hin tiest propusition, We do not Indieve i
mere work of an justifies a menumen. W ¢ think that
A menmment ought to e erevtesd to s sdei or ideal
owl that that wdeal <hould be portrased through
work of art. b sther words, art should e neude the
lamel-manden i teuth amd justice.

Toallostrate: Nt the present time the Kn Kl
KL s planning o erect in Atlanta a nenument which
will prodably be aie of the greatest works of art in
Vimeriva. They have wvurad the services of wulpors
vl workl-wide reputation.  Yet the avammem they
rrect will nevessanhy be condemned by the sober opin-
v of the present amnd the future, o aceonnt of the
viciots principdes which the statne will be desigined
o conumemorate.

e Daughters of the Confederacy Jetfersn Davis
..q-u-r No. 1630 have askad Congress o grant them
ermission to erevt o stte in Washington m nemory
ot the “Black Manmie~"  They want to bring hack
memmries of the slave davs when black nammies
toilesl i the cottem tickls, cleana! the houses, carel
tor the chiklren, nursed them at their o<, They
wamt o bhomg back what oto them Bert Willams
woubl call “these jcomdertnl davs™  divs when the
s e Negro Laleer was the “cruel lash or arrogant
wdleness upeon the nakad ek of patiens tal’” They
wat o menmorial of the Southern white's gpoesd times
vone o the Sauthern bourbons these memeeries are
Whe the phote of o clvce amd fond riend who las
puesses] v Fhomgh  we canmea bring  back  the
trwned, we iy often bk e amld Rise e picture,

N ow o owe et want any Uaamm T statoes any-
here We want the children of this generation to
ablwer Goned Torger these dlins when the white madam
had fesure aned the black msonon Tiad kdsor when
the whnte Fulyv bateresd and the blach mistress fogled.
W want o orient ourselves  turm our faces from the
diarh amd diwonraging past, and direct 0 bevand o
braght amd bopetul fnture.

In Gt pecple crect awnnmiemts  for things of
which ahey are fomed, and moorder 1o perpetuate the
chois tor the future Al that s just what these

ghters of the Condederacy are doimge. The “hlwk
manmies” nunde it szt tor them and they miaede -
haod vor the "Bk nummies.”  They are justitied in
wanting  the “bliach  wionnnes” 10 retarn, it we
Negriws are justited e tightiog 1 say that these
“Black mamies”™ will e Bhe Poe’s Raven mesor

more.”  What one persm desires 10 menwrialize. an-
other person may want te forget.  For instance: you
will ot find in AMabama, Florkda or Georgia, the
statues of Gram or Lincoln; nor will you find in o~
ton the statwes of Jeff Davis, Stmenall Jacksn or
Robwrt 1. bee. It would be quite impossible te ind
i Paris a statue of Hindenburg or Ludendortf. nor
would vou find in Berlin a nvnument erected to Fach
or Nir Douglas Haig. Why?  Bevause in these re-
spactive cises the persons referred 1o had nsel their
povver to injure their oppenents,

The writer favors having some statues and memu-
ments erected i this country. We favor one erevied
e the 200000 Negro sokdiers who fought to wipe ot
sbivery and 1o unfurl the fag of freedom and let it
that hke a chond over this land, We favor a statue
to these men who helpesd to save the Union, whe in-
ded were a great factor in crushing out the imquitis
viper—slavery—which  vitiated the entire \merican
atmwsphere with its venomous and poisonous breath.
We favor a nonument to the runaway slaves who had
the courage to dash for frecdom

We favor crecting a monument to the New Negro,
whe is carving a new monument in the hearts of wur
wople.  We favor the erection of 2 monument to the
kvgnm of Washington, Chicago, Longview. Texas,
Ruoxville, Tenn,, Tulsa, Ckla., and hiladelphia, who
rose in their might and said to the authorities: “/f
You cammol protect us, wee sl protect onrselves—if
You cannot uphold the laze, e will maintain const-
tuted authority.”  We favor crecting a monument to
the Negro antists amd poets, the Negro inventors and
discaverers, the Negro scholurs and thinkers, wiw
have gone without fond, clothing and shelter, in order
to day upon the altar of progress the Negro's meed
of achievement.  We favor a monument to the Negn:
women who have risen aluive insult, assanlt, debauch-
ery, prostitntion ad abuse. te avhich these unfortunat,
“Wack mammics™ weere subjected. Yes, we faver
erecting i menoament to these women, whe have alest
wiped out this chasm of caste, who have broken the
w;fnlnn of chains and are now trving 1o theow them
off,

Fer this “namunm ™ statne go. Let it fade awav
Lot it be lmred in that blissinl oblivien to which the
brave sons 1 this maton have consigned it: and when
i riw\ agaim, Jet s white <han point hke a ofn
mountam peak to o New Negre mother, wo longer 3
Cwhite man’s wrman” o bnger the sex-ensliaved
“Mack manmn T o8 Dixic but the apothensis of tri-
vimphant Negro womanboesd !



