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NEGROES OF T0-DAY|

THOMAS NELSON PAGE FINDS THAT |
THEY DO NOT ADVANCE, '

CRIME IS ON THE INC‘REASE‘

Growth of Superstition  Among Them
Since the War Causes More Brutal
Outbreaks—He Has Also Fallen Back
as a Wage-Earner,

(Thos. Nelson Page in May McClure's.)

Unhapplly for those who clalm that
the negro race has shown extraordl-
nary thrift since its emancipation thir-
ty-eight years ago, the records, when
examined, fall to bear out the conten-
tion.

Such is the showing of statistics. But
under this economlc presentation lles
a deeper question. What have the
thousands of churches and schools and
coileges, maintalned at the cost of a
hundred ang forty mililon dollars, pro-
duced? What kind of men and women
have they turned out? What fruits
have they brought forth, of moral
stamina; of character; of purity of
life; of loftiness or even correctness of
ideals? These are the true tests of
PYOgress,

To reach a correct answer to these
questions, we may Inquire first: [ias
the percentage of crime decreased in
the race gelnerally? Has the wage-
earning capacity of the race generally
increased In proportion ta the rise of
wages? las the race generally im-
proved, morally and menteily? Is the
relative positlon of the race to that
of the white race higher than it was?

Study of the question discovers that
almost all of the Intellectual advance
in the negro race I8 confined to the
upper fraction of the race; that, per-
haps, nine-tenths of the property ac-
cumulated has been accumulated by
this class and by the other fraction
that belongs to the sccond class who
were triained In salavery, and thal,
measufed by the ordinary stwndards
ot character, intellect and clvic stand-
ing, the other nine-tenths of the rice,
s0 far from advaricing In any way, have
elther stood stagnamt or have retro-
graded,

According to the. United States Cen-
sus of 1890, the native white criminals
in the United States numbered 40,471;
the native whites whose parents were
alro natlve-horn numbered 21,037; tht
negro criminals (whose parents were
native) numbecred 24,277 A compari-
son of the rural colored population will
show that possibly over 60 per cent. of
the property nccumulated by those who
were elther trained in slavery or grew
up immediately after the war, so that
they received the beneflcial effects of
the habits of Industry in which their
race was at that time trained. It will
show fn the next place that the pro-
portion of convicts in the State peni-
tentlarles in the Southern States from
the negroes Is from 85 to 93 per cent.
of the total number of convicts con-
fined. In Loulsiaina the proportion s
85 per cent. of all State criminals. In
Alabama [t is 8§5.4 per cent. In Florida
§6.4 per cent. In Mississipnt 1t 18 91
per cent, In Georgia it is 90 per cent.
In the District of Columbla, where the
negroes are assumed to have had ex-
ceptional advantage and where pos-
sibly a certain element of them are
as well off as anywhere In the coun-
try, they furnished, a year or two ago,
§6 per cent. of the criminals. Of these
convicts, more than nine-tenths have
grown up since riavery was abholished.

The negroes, indeed, may be divided
into three classes.

The flrst Is a small class, compari-
tively speaking, who are more or less
educated, some being well educated and
well conducted; others, with a sem-
blance ‘of education and none too well
behaved. The former constitute what
may be termed the upper fraction; the
lutter lack the essential element of
character and even moral perception.

The second class 18 composed of a
respectable, well-behaved, self-respect-
ing element: sensible, though with lit-
tle or no education, and, except when
under the domination of passion, good
citizens. This class embraces most of
the more intelligent of the older gen-
eration who were trained in slavery,
and i conslderable element of the in-
telligent middle-aged, conservative
warkers of the riace who were tralned
by this generation. The two together
may bhe called the hackbone of the
race.

The third class is composed of those
who are wholly ignorant, or in whom,
though they have what they eall cdu-
cation, this so-called edueatlon is un-
accompanfed by any of the fruits of
character which education 18 supposcd
to produce. Among these are many
who esteem themselves In the first
cliss, and, because of a veneer of edi-
uciatlon, are not infrequently confoutid-
¢d with them.

‘The two classes may easily be reck-
oned wlith, They contain the elements
which make good cltizens and which
should enible them to secure all prop-
er recognition and respect. They need
no weapon but that which they pos-
ress—gand citizenshlp,

Unfortunately, the great body of the
race, and a vast percentage of the
growing generation, helong to the third
clnss, It is this class which has to be
reckoned with,

It is like n vast siugglsh mass of un-
cooled lava over a large scctlon of the
country, burying some portlons nnd af-
fecting the whole, It 18 apparently
harmless, but  beneath its  surface
smolder fires, which may at any time
burst forth unexpectedly and destroy
all within reach. It I8 this mass, In-;
creasing from beneath, not from above, :
which constitutes the negro question.

—

Unfortunately for the negro race, the
depressing view that the negro has re-
trograded stnce the war is bhorne out by
the Inerease of erime among them; by
the Increase of superstition, with its
black trall of unnasmable immorality
and vice;, by the homibeiles ond muar-
ders, and by the outbreak and growth
of the brutal crime which has chlelly
hrought about the frightful erime of
Iynching which stainsg the good name
of the South and hag spraad northward
with the spread of the negro ravisher.

It Is a fact, which no one will deny,
that the crime of rape was substan-
tlly unknown durlng the period of
glavery, and was hardly known durlng
the first years of freedoan; it I8 the
fatal proaduct of new conditions, Twen-
ty-tive years agno women in the South
went unattended, with ne more fear |
of attack than they have In New Fn-
gland. To-day, no woman in the South
goes alona upon the highway out of
sight of white men, except on necessity
and no man leaves his women alone n
his house if he can help it. Over L0
white women and children have been
assaulted in the Bouth by negroes with-
in that time,

This I8 a terrible showing, and the
mast depressing part of it {s the faflure e
these views are held by any outsiders

of the negroes te address themselves
to the moral fmprovement of their | wio go and see chough of the South
race. to secure opportunities (or close and

None of this will affect the views of

the politiclan or the doctrinaire, but it | {hejr experience iy broad  and  their
should, at st, give foad for thought | jeans of Informatlon extensive, their
ameng the rest of cur peaple, that these [ views approxineite those heid by the
views are hell almost universally by | white residents,

the  dntelllgent  white  people of the —_—

south, irrespective  of thelr  different Meanttme, the negro has retrograd-

potitical or religious views, irrespective
of their focial or thelr bustiness stund-
. ing: and further. that. subatantially,

|

b as s workiman until he has not only
| 1ost the fleld in. which he once had no
| rival, but s In dunzer of losllig eveil

feneril observation, and, precisely s [ are more widely divided than aver he-

the ability to compete for its recov-
ery.

What Is the situation now? The races

fore. White mechanics and negro me- !

chanles no longer work together, gen- !
erally, as of old. No contractor could
do now whiat the man who built “Bars |
ton  Heights"  did  fifteen years ugu.}
The numbér of negro carpenters d |
mechanles is greatly reduced, and the
wrlter {8 Informed by iutelligent ne-
groes that such work as they do 13

frelations

mainly among thelr own pcople. The
causes are not far to seek, It Is partly
due to a fallure of abllity in the negeeo
to holll up his own in the struggle of
competiton; and partly to the changed
hetween him and the white,
The old feeling of  friendliness  aad
amdty has waned, and in fts room has
come a cold Indiiterence, it not actuai
hostitity.  The new negro hay  been
taught that he i8 the equal of the
white, and he is always asserting it and
trying to prove it by any way but the
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right wuy—the equullty of his work.




