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' POLITICS ON A HIGH LEVEL

I’I‘ is often »aid that polltica 1s a crocked game and

cannot be practiced above @ low ethical gtand-
ard, We do not nelieve that this is true, because
of he fact that pcitics grows out of the social habe
itation of mankind; and mankind through inatitus
tiona has always eijleavored to ralss his standard
of living from the earliest existence of social be.
havlor,

The practice of politice changes just as other
social phenomina as clvilization moves on, The
Negro hag not been considered a great factor in
the political life ot the nation until recent )ears.
The migration of whe Negro into the North where
he can vote has increased his price at the polis,
But still today, there are nany who look upon the
Negro citizens as jast a bloe of votes that can be
bought on electlon day by some ward heeler or
political henchman, A new day has gradually une
folded fteelf In the realma of the political life of
the Negro and a new Negro has emerged from be-
hind the clouds of hope to refute the theory of the
politicianz of the old schoc! who advocate politics
on a low ethical bas!a.

FEW years ago the writer of this editorlal read

a book entitled “Dark Pilnces”, by Dr, W, L.
B, DuBols Onpne part of that book tcld a beautitul
story of a Chicago politiclan, Ome particulur les-
son revealed in that portion describing the Chicage
politician was this

A political boss on the South Side who had
built himseif up gnd thrlved from giving protuction
to policy wheels, dice games and houses of Lrostl-
tution was advised one day by his c~mipetent secs
retary, who had a oetter vielon Into Negro life and
saw that politlcs weuld rise from a low tthieal
basis to a high level ,to change his tactles and me-
thods and to build mere substantlallv, “he poll-
ticlan's answer to his secietaty was that the under-
world, people who conduct prostitutlon, gambling
devices, cte, are §n the majority and as long as
he could deliver a bloc of votes he wculd be kinyg,
Votes are what count. At thls point he was ra.
minded by his sccretary that there *vza p new Ne-
Ero coming on thz scene who was educated and
who had different slants on life, ard that tha
Christian church was gaining more influence Ints
the everyday life of the Negro race, end that other
organizatlons, social and w<lvie, wer: advorating
their reform programs, and even though they wera
considered 3 small minority, they would determin:
the gentiment of the community and for any man
to be & big man In a changing world he must have
the support and backinz of the best people in the
community., The story goes that the Chicago poli-
tician took the adrice of his competent sccretary,

HERE are so many politicians of today In our
Jocal communities throughout the nation wha
need to take the same advice ag was given tho
Chicago politician d-se¢ribed by DuBois in his book,
*Dark Princes”, A new Negro is heae who has
vision into Iife on o Iph economie and pclitical
level. Today we have n Negro who cannot ba
bought on electlon day for a few dollars  We have
Negroes today who hove studied the election day
pay-off and calculated 1t in such a manner as 19
prove that they are at a greater loss from accept-
ing small election day fees than they would Le if
they refused and sought fo hetter their conditions
on a high political level so as to have a volce In
Government, employment in the great industrles
of the country and to slt in public offices and dic-
tate the policies of better Government.

In some communities let us assume that several
thousand dollarg are spent for election workers and
to get certain candldates elected. Let us look into
this twe housand dollars as spent and see what
,the Negroes in any glven ward actually profit. Let's
assume that In a given ward there are forty pre-
cincts with each receiving fifty dollars to be divid-
ed by the ward heeler to the precinct committees
men and from the precineit committeemen to tha
workers,  Polltical money has a tendeney to shrink,
Dy the time it reaches the ward heeler frem the
big bosses and from the ward heeler to the pre-
cinct committeeman to the worker there Is very
little left and it has to be divided into two and
three dollars which i3 not enough money for any
one Individual to do anything with. Consequently
it ends up over a bar fyr beer and whiskey or is
thrown to the winds in some other manner., Tha
sum total of the situatlon means that in a given
ward the ward heeler and precinct committeemen
and workera will bring about the election of men
to high public office to receive thousands and thcu-
sands of dollars asm public servants and 1o dictate
and determine the rolicies of Govesnment all for
two {housand measly dollars which profited the
Negro volers nothing and reduced them 1o 2 Jow
cthical standard i{a tho rea'm of politics, so much
50 that they aro even cheapencd in the evea of the
men whom they helpad to elect until they cannot
gel decent consideration fu the matier of cmplcye
ment and In the maiter ol even discussions on vie
tal public issues affecting their welfare,

But 1t s encouraging to know that a new Ne-
gro has come on the scene and is oble to distin-
gulgh between low ethics and morality and has n
vision to the greater things of Jife, We have a
new Negro who |3 shle to sea that when the pre«
gsent world conflict Is over, gtrong minded men and

women will be nesaded to guide the Jdeetiny of tho
natlon. We have 2 young Negro who 1a Lreparing
himsclf spiritually and 1orally to occupy such a

Place In the hie of his natlon when that day comcs.
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