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Preather Used Personat
influence To Get Race
Workers In Ford Plant

Is Recommended to Schuyler and Mencken As
Symbsl Of New Negro MinisterWho s
Also An Economic Leader

© By U..S. POSTON
) (Concluding Installment)

NEW YORK, Nov. 17.—Personally, I don’t think Br@dby is
nmch of a doctrinal preacher. I think he would be as much at
kome in & community church as he would be in &8 Baptist one.
He may have his opinicns on such subjects as the Virgin Birth,
Origin of Man, Immaculate Conception, etc., but he doesn’t

was’é much time trying to faster . ~

thex:y on the persons whoxt he is
leading. . He spends his tire rend-
nrmgg. greater service. ‘The nisltory
of Detroit will never be written
without giving Rev. Robert L. Brad-
by much space. )
The migration Nortk during the
World War, increased the Negro pup-
ulation of Detro't from rbout 10,
000 to 80,000. During this drema of
social adjustment;, Rev. Bradby
plaved an imporiant role. These new
migrants had w have work. Rev.
Bradby, having been renred as 8 boy
with Senater Couzens, the miyor of
Detroit, at that time, and lLigh up in
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the councils of the Ford Automo-
nile Works, ased his influence per-
sonally and with the Urban Leagve,
‘in having the Ford Works opened to
Negroes. About 20,000 Negroes are
now. ermpluyed there. Rev. Bradby
has noi housed his congregation in
one building as Mr, Schuyler sug-
'geste, with apartment stores, etc,, t¢
supply their needs, but he has beer.
ths one blg inspiration in the eco-
nomie, sociel, })oljtical and religious
‘development of Detroft.

The Liberty Life Insurance Com-
pany of Michigan was born in
the ~Scond Baptist Church. A
chain of grocery stores and a large
gerage corporation saw the light of
day in the same vlace. He worker
hand in hand with Mr. Dunbar in
building one of the largest Y. M. C.
A’s in America for Negroes, The
two Negro hospitals ¢f Detroit are
the results of hiz co-operation and
brains., He iispired thousands of
Negroes to move out of the slums
and purchase homes in thy heaithy

and beautiful sections of the zity..
He led tne =ay by purchasiug end,

telling others to follow, Dr. Sweet
followed and his home was bombed.
It was Bradby who Yorsook the gos-
pel of the other cheek and :
“protect jour home at cost.”
Sweet helieved in Bradby and pro-
tected his home. During his hours
of trouble, hs was not forsaken by
Bradby, who yvrorked day end night
with the N. A. A, C. P. and othor
agencies until Sweet was freed and
tl:: etEOOd name of the race vind-
ca

During the economic depression of
1421, wi crime was prevalent in
Detroit and police bratality rampart
in the Negro secticn of city, It
was Bradby, with others, who
lmught this nefarious praciice 08

t.

When the Gervey movement was
sweeplzg the country ard disturhin
the old socisl ordar to the axten® o
sntering the Negru church, Bradby
4id not denoyn:e or approve until he
had made & thorough inveatigstion. I
racall an incideat when his co&negu-
tion was diviéed somewhat ®n the
movement and challsnged the leader-
ship of tha paator. Rav. Bradby met
the challenge by coming to New York
and lnvuﬂalung the movement. He
met Garvey snd his officiels, got first-
1and information and thsa Teturned
to Detroit. his big Buoday ofter-
1001 meeting “h¢ invitad prominent
spealrars to discuss nuch subjects as
‘The Futurse of the Negro in Amer-
lca,” atc, and lsft it to hla mem-
sership to make thelr otrn decision
as tu the Gervay movement,

It peems to me that Rev. Bradby
does not libor under the bellef that
the- church l.ni'min!ltry we s en-
Jowel with s dlvins right to lesd in
cvery endeavor of Negro life; but he
realizes taat such a varicd loaderahip
was thrust upon the church and min-
istry: by ihe institution of alavery
and during the period of raconstruce
tion, end that since the race has n
evolvea & varicd leadership) it 1a
incumbent upon the minister to make
the best of hid Lcnhu}l;ip. .

Ba S T et
symbol o ° e O egro -
tster to ba toum{ throughout Amer-!
ica, who is not an “Elmer Gantry,” .
and who had not led his flock into-
rwoanc and groans I am aatisfted.
that if dchuyler, Mencken and Binclaty
tewis bad the privilegs of sitting
under the lzadsrship of this dlsting-
uished divine that they would becoms
cocverted amd’ would dedleste thelr
lives to & relligicus movement pat.
terned after tns life and works cf.
Robert 1. Lradby. i




