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Carolina Expert Explains Why Dixie
* Resents Meddling in Racial Question

‘ BY BEM PRICE
CHAPEL HILL, N. C, June 14—
(P —Nothing baffles the Yankce so
‘much as Southern resentment over
~meddling” In the race issue. Why?
Dr, Howard W. Odum, a big
riendly and rumpled professor at
he University of North Carolina,:
hos been giving the matter some:
ithought for thc better part of 50
iyears.
{ As a result Dr, Cdum has come
to  be recognlized generally as the

foremost authorily on
and Its problens.

DR, ODUM PUTS IT this way:
“A Protestant might go to a Catho-
lic and say, ‘Look here, you are
doing more to hurt Christianity
than anyone eise’ The Catholic,
?“llm naturally, would Le resent-
ul.

"The same thing applles here,”
Dr, Odum continued, *The Yane
kee might say to the Southerner,
‘You are doing more to hurt dem-
ocracy than anyone clse’ Now he

the South

might be right, but there would be
resenptment.”

For hose cxtremists, North and
South, Dr. Qdum has this message:

“It is provincial to argue scp.
regation when the nation outslde
the South has decided it will not
cven negotiate on any basis  but
the elimination of segregation, and
the South insists the matter isn't
even a subject for debate,

“The Southern Dixiccrats re.
flected .Immnlurl:{y when they  set
up as a standard of voting for a
president how you felt about segre.
gatlon,

“Some of the nation's {ntellectuals
arc 50 immature as to assume that
age-old race prejudice and religlous
folk conflicts have been put on
purposely like a garment—and that
a simple edict from Congress will
cast off the garment and make the
people over,

“MANY SOUTHERNERS are so
naive ns to assume the South can
continue In an isolation which
takes place In lts segregation econ-
omy in a changing world,

The doctor concluded there were
hot-hended  folk who retarded
progress and that these often were
matched by those who, “crying
peace and _ brotherhood,” set  the
stage for class conftict.

It would be best, said Dr. Odum,
it these fotk would settle down and
approach the whole task of finding
# solution in a spirlt of giving up
something.

As for the rest of the plcture,
the authar of the exhaustive “South.
efn Regions of the United States”
explained that back in the decade
1020-30, thete was every evidence
that the South was befng reinte-
grated Into the nation.

But then, he continued, a strange
thing happened, - There was a re-

it

~or

vival of the old sectional conflict
during the dcpression and again
during  World War 1L,

“The revival of the term ‘The
South’ came about in two ways,
One was typitied in the now noted
slogan that the South was the na-
tlon's economic problem number

DR. HOWARD ODUM exhib!

ts a prize Jersey bull

“There s another factor, There
may be no new South, nor new
North, but there is a new Negro of
great force and vitality,

“The Negro has changed fre.
fmendously. It is not only that he
has developed an important upper
and middle class; it is not only that
he has devcloped a magnificent

one., ‘The South' was “Tobacco
Road.! It was agaln 1ssi Yy
territory.

“In the second place, ‘The South’
came to be synonymous with con-
servatlsm, or reactionary policies
due to the opposition of many
southern congressmen and  state
governors to New Deal policies.”

These sectional divisions were in.
tensitied, Dr, Odum went on, with
the coming of war.

“The nation realized suddenly
that its ldeas of the American
dream guarantieed to all s cltizens
equal rights and opportunities, And
that, while it lad gone to war for
global democracy, there was no
such democtacy practiced in  the

| South,

ani have re.
ceived higher educational

oppor-

tunities.
“IT IS NOT ONLY THAT the
Negro youth, scnsing change, is

minded to cxperiment with ever
:m;c of cqual opportunity, It is afl

s and mote,

“It Is as it some unlversal mes-
sage has come through to the great
mass of Negroes, urging them to
dream new dreams and to protest
against the olg order.

“The net tesult is a new Negro
faclng the old white man and join-
ing with the ‘North’' agalnst the
‘south”.”
{Nexi: The Dixiccrat)
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