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PROPOSED PLAN NOT EVEN

A TEMPORARY EXPEDIENT

(From The Cordele News.)
TR esteemed tri-weekly contempo-

O rary, "The Cordele Rambler,” an
ardent supporter of the candidacy
of Hon. Hoke Smith for goveruor, in its
{ssue of November:9, discusses the ‘‘ne-
gro ballot” In connection wlith the recent
Marylana election, in which the proposed
amendment to the constitution of that
stato was so overwhelmingly defeated,
carrving with it a crushing defeat of the
democratic party in that state, because
the leaders of the party indorsed such
amendment.

The Rambler says:

“The great trouble with this amendment
{z that {t disfranchises the old sante-
bellum darkey who gives no ‘trouble, and
allows the new negro who has a smsltter-
ing of education to vote.

“It was g hell blooming dlece of cor-
ruption to ever enfranchise the negro,
but, if we are golng to disfranchise him
we should not begin with the ald-time
darkey who got hlg training when negroes
were 'niggers,’ "’

Now, we entirely agree wiih TThe Ram-
bler that this is one of the very great
troubles with the proposed aniendment
advocateq by Mr. Smith. The language
of the constitution of tha Unlteq States
{s plain enough for any one who reads to
understand. It says: “The rights of
citizens of the United States to vote
shal]l not be denfed or abridged by the
Uniteq States or by any state on aecouni
color or previous condition of
servitude.,” Mr, Smith says: “l am in
favor of passing a state law to disfran-
chise the negro.” Does Mr, Smith hope
to convince the white people of Georgla
that he can, {t elected governor, bluf{ the
legislature into making a foolish cffort to
nullify the constitution of the Unlted
States, which they are sworn to support?
We think not. He is too shrewd a man.
and we are driven to the conclusion thai
the quoted portion of his platform is only
a—we hesitate to use the word—dema-
goglical effort to catch the unthinking
voter. Hence we welcoma a dizseussion
of this question as an educational fea-
turo and we especialiy welcome such 2
strong, concise presentation ot the fun-
damental defects of the pro-
posed amendmant, corning from
The Rambler, one of Mr. Smith's ablest
and strongest supporters among the Geor-
gla press. It woulg indeed deprise the
“old, true, antebellum darky, whose
gla press. It would indeed deprive
the ‘old, trus,” antebeilum darky,
whose fidelty to the white man is
proverbial, of the balloy and place it
in the kands of “the new negro, who
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has a smattering o an education, ta
vote,”” and the danger that would conw
front the white people of Georgfa is ob=
vious.

Indeed. to quote again from The Ramg
bler: “If <we are golng to disfranchise
him we should not begin with the ow«
time datkey who got his training when
negroes were 'niggers.'”

Again, The Rambler savs: “Anothert
trouble about th!s amendment will he,
that in a short time, they will practeaily
all be voters, a3 every negro preacher and
rchool teacher will have a further in~
centive 1o educats.

““This Is nothing but a temporary expsd
fent. and = statesoan should bhuild for “he
future as well as for the present,

“The result of a constitutional amend-
ment of this kind might serve to divide
the white voters, and later the educated
negra would heap up lots of trouhls on
the coming genecration.”

Agaln we agree with The Rambler, hug
we cannot see hiow The Rambler recon-
eflea fte posftion with that of it eandi-
date for governor. Indeed, Mr, Smiti's
position {g ““but a temporary expedient.™
Nay his proposition Is not entitled to the
dfemlty of an  ‘'‘expedient temporars”
analvzed. Ti i= demagogic—it is but the
attempt of a man labeled with a “divine
call ta =soek offire” ta cafch the unthink-
ing Tnidesd
Tha Rambler), “the resuit of a constitn-
fional  amendment of fhis kind might
gerve to divide the white voters and later
the edncateq negro woind heap up lots of
trouble on the coming geceration.”

The Rambier {9 right, “a
ctatesman shoutd et ihe future as
well as for the presens.'

Tha Rambler snggests the  followlug
remedy:  Giva the negroes ths Phil'p-
pine islands, and let all of them who want
to mix up In politics go to that sectinn,
and teave tha fleld hands and house ser-
vants here who wili not need any educa-
tian or politics."”

We are not prepared to admit the fea-
sibilfty of ‘The Rambler's suggestion, bug
there is more statesmanship in It than
there is {n Mr. Smitu’s vlatform.
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