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A ['AM AN AMERICAN” .
. “Rarial discrimination in ‘any Torm @nd i »
has no justifiable. part:whatever in our’ demogcrat]
life. It is unattractive in any setting, but “uiterly
ing among a free people. - .. LA :

way’of
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Within the past few 'nionths several .investigations

have been ‘launched -in‘.an -ajtempt to “find- ways. of -

‘democratizing the . army.:- Committees ‘have  investigated
“.and Utilization of Negro Manpower in the Tostwar Afmy.

complete integration of ‘all personnel in the postwar
Army must be viewed by all lovers. of democracy as a set-
‘back ‘in the fight-10 make demoeracy -a real livitg monu-
ment to those” Americans of all rices and creeds “whose
‘blood, sweat, and’ tears’ are comingled o the ocarth's
battlefields. The history of this war cannat be accurately
written -unless the. deeds ‘of valor of ‘the many interracial
fighting groups.- it ‘owr army are listed. The vecords
show that morale and ‘cooperation in - such groups, was as
good ov belter‘ ‘than. in fighting units where theie was no
interracial relationship._ Tie records  show that men
living ‘and working together forget about race, color and

creed and learn 1o aceept and respect o man on the basis -

of individual mervit.

Admiral King, speaking ai an “I am an American”
day rally last weelk, wag correet when he said, “that the
Liv 8. is.in competition, even conflict with Communism;™ for
it is understandable- that the massive discontent felt by
Negroes who have observed Russia's emphasis on racial
equalitly and our theoretic acceplance and actual shrinking
from it will tend to split the loyalty of {tiose who did not
hesitate TO FIGHT for an OPPORTUNITY to FIGHT
for America in her hour of gravest need.

There his been an unforgiveable failure to recognize
that out of this war, there has evolved a new Negro—one
who. will refuse to bow his head or bend his knee or lower
his voice in servile plea. The New Negro does.nol seek
special consideration; he asks, no, he demands that equal-
ity of opporiunity be given him, thai he be accepted or. re-
jected as an individual and not as a member of a group of
untouchables. e has heard the “Unalienable Rights"”
of the Declaration of Independence, the “Bill of Rights”
of the Constitution and the “Four Freedoms” of the At-
lantiec Charter, extolled as the embodiments of the ideals
For which Ameviea fought, Today, he is secking an op-
portunity te live these ideals in order thal democracy be
worth fighting for. ' ’

‘We, whe have (agged ourselves, the arsenal of de-
mocracy: must decide now whether we are woing to follow
the advice of Admiral Kiny and wage a militan{ peace (o
preserve this nation's ideals and blast away the mast
fascistic of all practices or whether we are going to allow
the slimy backwash &f our past {o cantinue to contami-
nate our poleatially great future,

The American Army as an imstrument of de
=hould abolish its policy of segreg.
tion and thus enable each and every soldier to say and
feel without equivacation that, "I Am An Amerjcan.”
(Sgt.) Harvey N. Schmidt
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