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By STANLEY ROBERTSQON

IS OUR ‘NEW CLASS' FAT AND COMPLACENT?

For a number of years, 1 have contended privately and inf®
print, that Los Angeles’ fast-growing Negro “Middle Class” be- |’
comes fat and complacent as its economic status grows.

It's my contention that this new class of Negroes—which has
only been a large enough onc to matter since the end of World
War II—tries hard to lose its identity with the Negro community.

I'm of the opinion that the new “Negro Middle Class” feels
that its economic ties with the emrresponding Caucasian class are
atronger than its vacial ties willh other’ Negroes.

My beliefs were strongly upheld during the past weck when
several members of a committee for J, Edward Atkinson began
passing out campaign literalure in precincts of the 10th Council-
manic District,

“It made us sick al the siomach to approach the *luxury-type
homes of Negroes in nice residential areas and have them virtu-
ally slam their doors in our faces when we attempled to pass out

. our literature,” one of the group of young women told me.

“The really maddening part of the experience, however, was

. that Caucasians and Orientals in the same area politely and cour-

’ teously accepted our literature. There's no way of telling whether

‘they’ll vote for Mr. Atkinson or not, but at least, they did show

us the courtesy of allowing us to state our candidate's case,” the
young woman continued.

Conversely, the clubbers repovted that they were trcalcd
eourteously hy Negroes in the lower income ncighborhoods.

_Characteristically, it has heen the new Negro “Middle Class™
which has ridiculed, taughed atf, and looked down its nose al those
Negroes lower on the economic anc sacial lacdders.

"“The greal unwashed Dark Cloud,” *“The slick-heared cot-
ton-pickers”™ and other such rdegrading terms I have heard mem-
bers of this new “Middle Class saddle on Negroes rot as for-
tunate as they.

Some of the harhs hurled have heen as insulting as one-might
expect {rom the lips of a dyed-in-the-wool segregationalist.

The incidents surrounding the Atkinson parly workers have
occurred In other arcas in which Negroes are running for the
City Council. A young schoolteacher on Rev. Clayton D. Russell's
campaign commitiee told me: )

“We have found in our precinci work an alarming number
of people who have not registered and who need to he educated
1o the fact that a Negro is a candidate for an office in their dis-
trict. Howevcer, once we contact these people, they are, in a great
majority of cases, ready and willing to do anything they -can to
help. However, we have received our greatest apathy from people
of the so called ‘cducated class'.” -

It's a too-well-known fact that it is from the “Middle Class”
or, if you choose, “Educated Class,” to which the Negro masses
look - for leadership.

It's a well known fact that it is from these classes that gov-
erniment hureaus, civic groups, and business organizations selec!
men and women to “represent the Negro."

As we pointed out in a series of articles for the SENTINEL
A vear or 50 ago: one cannot but help wondering about the Negro
leadership in Los Angeles when it originates from a class which,
we charge, has become fat. complacent, and sclf-satisfied.

What the new Negro Middle Class” fails to vealize is this:
no matter how much money you make, no matter how much edu-
cation you receive, no matier how luxurious your home is, and
no matter how expensive are the clolthes you wear, you're still a
Negro. And, as such, anylhing which affects ather Negrocs e(fecls
vou, too. .

DID YOU READ OR SEE?
The article in the new Saturday Evening l‘oat entitled:

“What Ilappcnn When A Negro Moves Next Door?” The tone

concerns what happened in a nice residential section of Bal-

timore when Negroes began moving in. Through smme very
intelligent actions, white property owmners In the aren wel-
comed their new nelghbors and persuaded other Cancasians

In the aresr not to become hysicrical and sell for fear of the -

decrease in property values. Article points out that the proh-

lem of “changing neighborhonds” (I. e. Nogroes moving iInto
previously all-white areas) Is ns vital to equality in the North
as desegregation of the schools is to cquality in the South

.+« The parade along Wilshire boulevard in Bevorly. Hills

Easter Sunday for the benefit of the Cripple Children's So-

clety? Congratulations to sponsors of the affulr who used

handicapped children of all racind groups (Cancaslan, Ori-
ental, Negro) as “models” tq rlle in the parade along with
some of the greal names of the entertainmont world. It em-
phasized a fact which none of us should forget: these crippling
diseases effect children of all races, religions, and backgrounds
and deserve the support of us all,

FACES IN THE CROWD . ..

JOE ADAMS, the former "Mayor of Melody” on. KDAY. closes
hig long run in the Broadway musical, *“Jamaica,”"” on April 11 this
birthday) and will be back in our midst as soon as the "jet-
stream” will get him here. T hear he's eving a real fabulous deal
... JOHN ANDERSON, the great local trumpeter who records
wilh some of the biggest names in music when thev're in town,
\.ﬁ> been asked by Count Basie to join his zreat azgregation as
hne band's Tirst trumpeler . . . CAMILLE HOWARD, the famed

‘ pianist-singer, started me to thinking the other day when I saw
her coming out of Johasen's hathhouse nver an Western (she's
only one of the many celebs wha keep yvoung by pateenizing the
place) as to what happened to Roy Milton? When Milton and
Miss Howard were a team back in the 1940's, they were omc of
the higzest things in show business with more bookings than they
cauld manage. Since leaving the band, Miss Howard has traveled
all over the world and has packed them in from Sydney, Austra-
lia, to Phoenix, Ariz. But, one never hears of Milton these days.
What happened?

‘MISS BRONZE CALITORNIA' JUNE 29 .

Photographer-nromoter MHoward Morchead is announcing
this week that the first annual “Miss Bronze California” Con-
test and pnx;cnnt will be held June 28th at the Holly\mod
Moulin Rouge.

The contesat is an outgrowth of the old “Miss Bronze L.A."
fete which.last year, I think, was the finest Negro bheauty
event ever held in the U.S. Judging hy the comments and
apinions of people who have seen all the major affalrs of this
kind from coast to coast. .

“This year, we'll have contestants from all over the atate,”
«ays Morehead. “Last year, we had many girls from places
like San Francineo and San Diegn who wanted to enter the
‘Bronze 1.A. contest hut who were not eligible that we de-
eided to openr 1t up to the entire state,” the photographer
says.

E I would advise all doblls Interested fa atart getting In
i ‘shape’ now because there's already a long Ilst of prospec-
tive appllcants.

: More Info later,

TH'E FINAL REEL. ., o
i If they gave out “Oscars” at this coming Monday's Academy
_.Awalds presentation {or Hollywood's top “publicist for a single
“motion picture,” I'm sure the SENTINEL's A, S. “Doc” Young
3\'ould grab the honors for his excellent work on “The Defiant
jones.” Youhg has been responsible for a great deal of the com-
ment which the film has caused throughout the world.
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