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The New Negro Minister

By CHARLFS L. SANDFERS
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For many generations the Negro minister was
taught that his place was exciusively in the pul-
pit; preaching the gospe! and caring for the wi-
dows and orphans. He was ta shun the very ap-
pearance of evil and walk not in the counse| of
anything as ungodly as politics,

Why shauld a ‘gentleman ol
alarmed over world  situations,
going 1o school with white folk or
vote? .

It wasn't supposed tn be the minister's busindss
if two white men tied a muiistone around a sassv
Chicaro lad’'s neck, shot him, and then threw his
pruised. beaten hody into the muddy waters of
the Tailahatchie River,

WHY, HFE'D BE out of his place to question
the wuaite mayor or the white police chief about
the savage, tnholy hombhini of a church—a house
dedicated to the warship of God—by a pack of
roving, murderous white men,

That era is over!

Today, in 19857, the new era is at hand—the era
of the NEW NEGRNO MINISTER. This ‘new
minister’ carries a copy of the Constitution. a
law book and a college degree in the same hand
with his Binle.

This ‘new  minister’
Record as often and as
the Scripture. He's telling  hkis people to st
where they please, live where they are ahle t»
buy, ana to fight their oppressors with Jove ana
law,

KING OF MONTGOMERY, Stecle of Tallahas-
see, and Shuttlesworth of Brnungham have emer-
ged 8s modern editions of Shadrach, Meshach,
,and Abednego. lLike the throe Hebrew childven,

the cloth’ become
bus integration,
the right to

reads the <Congressional
anaistically as he reads

these NEW MEGRO MINISTERS are exhibiting
the essential traits of young men who become

eminently successful.

they were caught in the grasp of
subjected to the humiliation
but they have

For years,
Southern  tradition,
of prejudice and discrimination:
a position of enviable in-

attained, nevertheless,
fluence,  What is the secret of their accomplish-
ments?

FIRST, THE Reverends King, Steele and Shut-
tlesworth failed to compromise. They would not
vield to threats made on them,
opportunity 1o train their minds. and became su-
perior intellectually,

Trey also failed to compromhe their faith in
A combination of physical strength, inlel-

Gon,
lectaality, and faith in God gives unusual capacity
ior great leadershi

D
SECOND, THESE voung men have bheen tested -

They asked the !

and strengthened by the injustices they have had .

to hear,
They sunply tired of heing pushed around and

shmoed back. They refused to be enslaved by
custom, ignorance or fear of reprisal.
were not victtims of opportunistic  policies,
were they slaves to  expediency,

They wera not even intimidated by fear of
d-ath.  This is courage. Then too, these NEW
NEGRO MINISTERS, with sublime insight

They |
nor
|

that

Leansvends reason and any consideration of per- |

sonal safety, hope of reward or fear of economic
nressures, have stoad up to “King Jim Crow”
and declared that neither they, nor their people,
\\:1' sorve a god of discrimination or worship the
den image” of white supremacy. That is
cotrage—courage in its purest sense.
Consequently, these three and the many other

‘new’ ministers have been given places of promi-

nence, and thev have become the means of lead-;

ing this great nation to a recognition of right and
justice.

All over the world, thelr temperance, their cour-
age.
proclaimed.

their taith, and their leadership has been’
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