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Searchlight Sa
e Solidarity is fundamental to race progress. The “New
1f]||N.gro” is learning that the race must hang together or
hang separately. * :
oy There can. be no intense consciousness of racial great-
|i|ness of racial freedom, or of racial manhood until there is
racial solidarity. T :
n. Once more we-warn the colored colleges and univer-
¥|}|sities not to treat their students like feudal serfs. If these
w||linstitutions cannot get along with their students, hey
. surely cannot get along without them.
m -
A
:r Unheeded Warning de{:lend ;H;(o;l the feeling of .the Senate,
e J i en T Most likely an attempt will be mad
Only a fortnight ago, we cafled at-f,, prove the ]~!ow:xrdl students un?
tention In this column, under the cap- grateful and unpatrioti Th
5- | tion of “The ¥lasco of Dr, McKenzie,* | symption s thatptheof:aeral ,f as-
to the real cause of, the downfall of priations provide for the tuit(hm)rgi
Figk's erstwhile president: The Presi-l gtn3ents.  For this reason, Howard
.| dent of Howard University could net| yceq the expression, “incidental fee.”’
te|have vead that article, ‘or else hefonce, therefore, the notlon prevaily
égg:lliztutilr:? we were unpractised Imj that the students are neither grateful
_ | sootir=saying. nor patriotie, feder: i
tlol Ivith -the suddenness of a flagh ot} pe ]Olckel;iv ¢ the federal coffers will
Al lightning, a strike of tremendous mag-§ Any congressi tta
n'itudc broke forth at I‘Iowarq Univer- stude)r,ns 1335;01“1;“3,1 &rc:ktth:(?mtigg
to] Hity. ~ The students complained, de-f istration of Howard to defend the stu.
sy | manded, and struck. Needless to 5ayuj dent body against the charge of In-
&l they won their cause, and now hotla: gratitude and disloyalty. This defense
tutor and tutored are on speaking{ will have to show that the students
terms again. . . , did not have the remotest intention of
2 We are not going into the merits of diserting the R, O. T. C., but merely’
~“lthat contest. Only judges and philos-§ fought conditions incidental theretn.
d | ophers determine the right and wrongj  Once more we warn the colored col+

n

v.h

of cases. We merely look for lessons
taught and pass them on to our read-
ers.

Strange enough the R. 0. T. C.
organization which played such a con-
spicunus role in this trouble, has for
its, objective the teaching of yonng
men how to fight. The young Negro
is proving to be an apt pupil, for he
is really learning how to tight and how
to fight effectively. .

Campaign Orderly
And Intelligent

If there can come any joys out ot
a brawl, two are centainly derivable
from this recent cjash 'between stu-
dents and faculty. Tirst, these How-
ard students waged an orderly cam-
piign.  They Qid not create excite-

ment, damage property, or injure per- '

sons. There wis never any real need
of the police, though the biue-coats
paid the campus a visit, only to re-
turn for the lack of business.

The striking students used their
heads. voices, and posters. Their un-
precedented hehavior under such cir-
cumstances won. the respect of the
local press, disinterested spectators,
and the police department. The only
group of important people whom they
did not pleasge was the faculty.

Thelr most effective weapon .was
their voice. Spontaneois orators con-
vinced thetr fellow students that their
cause was just. ‘Though these Iow-

ard boys have an annual custom of|.

dropping the debate to Atlanta Uni-
versity, they manifested forensic abil.
ities, during the strike, that would
have made the Ifalls of Congress take

‘notice. -

During one of these oratorical pro-

s | grams, a captain gf the police entered |.

and craved an opportunity to be heard.
e was asked to give the gist of his
speech. Fle declined and was, conse-
quently, denled a place on the pro-
gram. Now wouldn’t this make 2

| grand chapter in a new “Up From

Slavery"?

’

Solidarity Was
OQutstanding " Feature

The second joy, if such it may be
termed, was derived from the solidari-
ty of these young folk, the future
leaders of the Negro race. One profes-
sor, the tale goes, became so enamored
of the solid phalanx of students that
he gave a lecture on ‘“‘sticking togeth.
er.” This solidarity {s most remark-
able, for there are.many social divis-
jons ot Ioward, due to the unchecked
activities of the fraternities and soror-

ities.

Solidarity s fundamental to race
progress. The “new Negro” is leayn-
ing that the race must hang together
or hung soparately. “In unfon there

|15 strength,’” is just beginning to mean

something to him.

There can be no intense cansclous-
ness of racial greatness, of racial free.
dom, or of racial manhbod until there
is racial solidarity. Fortunately, the
impressional colored -student is grasp-
ing this fundamental lesson, There
was racial exultation in his outbursts
at Fisk and Howard.
tions, presided over by members of

another race, the cry was to dethrone '

oppression.

Democracy Of
Interests Exemplified

Ihen thees striking students once :
hecume Imbued with the idea that they |:

were being oppressed, it did not take
lon gfor them 4o throw aside pheir
social differences. Rival fraternities

and sororities, male and female stu-|:

dents, junior and senior colleges—all
formed 2 big orderly group and fought
for their principle. . B

There must have been some fifty
or sixty students who oppressed a de-
sire to attend classes. When,
ever, the police department patrolled
the campus and mishandled some of
the female students, even these fifty
or sixty left their classes to express
their indignation.

This act clenrly Indicates a new|

trait. Once the Negro could feel onl¥
the blow that fell on him. Now he
catches, through raclal sympathy, the

hlow that strikes any member of his|

group. The presencé of such kindred
feeling iy the very essence of racial
solidarity. .

Strike Was

Great Misfortune

Tn many respects, however, the
Howurd strike was the greatest mis-
fortune that has ever befallen the
university. It was broadcast through-
out the land, ‘The white press is al-
ways ready to give the front page to

any news that may prove Injurious to|

the Negro race, .
iloward University I3 golng to lose

a large number of students ag a result:
They will not return{,
Parents and guardians|:
To- parents at al.
connotes |.
frightful scepes, with banging ambu-|.
and ‘patrol-wagons speeding |-

of the strike.
another yeur.
have been worried,
distance, a strike usually
lances
through traffic. Every parent clearly
visualizes these scenes, {nvariably
identifying his loved one in the dan-
gerous ward of the neighboring hos-

pital. There is no. comfort for such]

a parent.

1t is a safe bet that this strike will
be carried to the floors of congress, in
the fall, when the appropriations are
discussed. . Many of the students are
from the. States, They have already
sont their grievances home. The ad-

{inistration of Howard is sure to be
questioned on the, issues ralsed by
these constituents. :

Gov. ‘Appropriation

Endangered ‘
Once ‘it was a rare dccurrence for

Howard to loge her appropriations in

the House of Representatives. - Now
it is almost _an assured fact that a

point’ of order will be raised yearly,
and the fate of the appropriations will

In both institu- |’

how-|:

leges and universities not to treat their

students like feudal serfs. If these

institutions cannot get ;aldng  with

their students, they surely:ctannot get

along without them. . )
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