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~ymale; would accompany’ the party, While|

*"sary put on a few extga stunts for the delect-

| THE SLUMMING HOSTESS.
I A new profession has come to light in Har-
fem, which might be appropriately styled
a5 the slumming hostess. Its dawn upon a
waiting world of inquisitive Nordics was|
snnounced in neatly printed cards mailed in
plain blue envelopes. One of these was
brought to The Age office and directed atten-
tion to this new enterprise launched under
feminine auspices. To render the proposal
more attractive, the invitation bears the full
length picture of a lady in a close fitting
black gown, with hat to-match of overhang-{

ing brim, and ankles in which symmetry is|
subordinate to substance. But the meat of|
the project was revealed as follows:

st o references of being both and|
honest 10 a¢ to give you a night or day of|
pleasure. Your ed

asure. Your season is not completed with
(hngc_u_v.-lﬂ you m':i'\'-‘-‘ntd Harlem through)
The inquisitive Nordics who had been|
favored with this invitation to see Harlem,|
as it shonld be seen, learned upon calling up
rlem telephone number that the fee for|
g a party of ten to the amusement|
places where the new liegro could be found
in moments of relaxation, would be the mod-|
est sum of five dollars per head. The ex-
penses of admission and entertainment, in-
«luding beverages, would of course be extra

* Two colored guides, oiie male and one fe-

ft seemed to be expected that the object of|
smost inquirers would be to visit the amuse-|
ment places, the hostess was also prepared|
to guide visitors on a tour of the ch

and educational institutions. But this fea-
ture was not expected to appeal to the curi-}
pus in the way of “slumming in Chinatown.”|

The majority of Harlem Negroes take ex-
ception to the emphasis laid upon the cab-|

arets and night clubs as being
of the real everyday life of that section. Most
of these resorts are alien establi

foisted upon Harlem for commercial purpos-
s only and maintained theough the patron-
age of white pleasure seckers, weary of the
white fights of Broadway. Of course, thel
slumming hostess may find a few resorts
frequented by the darker folks, and if neces-

ation of her clients, to whom she has pron-
ised thrills, But all this has but lttle to do
with the progress of the new Negro. It's
 old stuff, which was in vogue when Barron

_ Wilkins ran a rathskeller in Thirty-fifth
street and Jim Marshall conducted the Mar-|
shallette on Fifty-third street over twenty-

five years ago.

1 the Harlem hostess conld really show|
the white world which she solicits to visit
Harlem, the real progress of the Negro, she
might qualify as a competitor of the Inter-
racial Relations Committee, but there is)
‘probably more cash if less credit in the slum| |
ming proposition. N
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