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THE MULATTO FACTOR IN THE RACE PROBLEM.

[The author of this paper, Mr. Alfred H. Stone, of Greenville, Miss., has made valuable studie,
of the negro in the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta, and is a member of the Committee of the Americay
Economic Association appointed to investigate the condition of the American negro. — Ty By,

ITORS. ]

It is a matter of regret that in or-
ganizing the twelfth census it was deter-
mined to attempt no separate enumera-
tion of the mulatto element of our popu-
lation, — using the term in its popular
sense,as denoting all persons having any
admixture of white and negro blood. It
will not do to say that the failure to do
this will in any wise affect the solution
of our race problem, for to do so would
be to regard it as admitting of a sort of
blackboard treatment, —- the only essen-
tials to success being an array of statis-
tics and their proper handling. But
any one who endeavors to go beyond the
superficialities of the problem — to do
something more than academically con-
sider, from his particular standpoint,
its external symptoms — must feel that
such data would at least be of value,
whatever ideas he may entertain as to
its ultimate solution.

Any consideration which fails to reck-
on this mulatto element as an indepen-
dent factor ignores what is possibly the
most important feature of the problem,
and is faulty in its premises, whatever
the theoretical conclusion arrived at.
Yet we see this constantly done, and of
the hundreds of such discussions annu-
ally engaged in, it is safe to say that
scarcely one is entirely free from this
blunder. There appears in them but a
single “problem,” and every panacea
proposed — education, voting, industri-
al training, or what not —is made to
fit the same Procrustean bed. It is a
primal postulate of these discussions
that the negro is an undeveloped, not
an inferior, race, and to this basie error
may be attributed much of the confu-
sion which surrounds the entire subject.

We have too long been guilty of the

folly of trying to legislate the negro
into a white man, and a pyramid of faj).
ures has apparently not yet convineed
us of the futility of the undertaking,
We have ignored the scientific truth of
the ethnic differences among the human
family, and have blindly disregarded
the fact that the negro, in common with
all other races, possesses certain persis-
tent, ineradicable distinguishing charae-
teristics. Foolishly attempting to evade
the stubborn fact that the negro in Af.
rica is to-day just what we know him
to have been since he first appeared on
that continent, we have sought in slay-
ery an excuse for the natural and inevi-
table resemblance between the native
and transplanted branches of the family,
and have proceeded toward the Amer-
ican negro as though heredity could be
overridden by constitutions and laws.
Probably nothing has contributed more
toward the persistence of this effort at
creating an artificial being than the ab-
solute elimination of the mulatto equa-
tion from all our considerations of the
subject. Itis this that has enabled those
who have so long ignored the laws and
operations of heredity to point, in proof
of the correctness of their theory of
race-problem treatment, to the achieve-
ments of men loosely accredited to the
negro race. Unless through discussion
the American people be able to reach a
common ground, a century of polem-
ical strife will accomplish no tangible
good ; and I know of no surer means of
reaching a working agreement than by
the frank acknowledgment of the mu-
latto factor in the race problem. I
would not be guilty of complicating a
situation already sufficiently complex
through the introduction of a new fae-
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tor; I rather hold to the hopeful be-
lief that the consideration of one which
already exists, though commonly ig-
n?red, may at least serve to simplify
dls.cussnon, even though it fail to at once
ptzmt a way out of existing difficulties.
When we recognize the very simple and
very patent fact that the intermixture
of white and black races has given us &
hybrid that is neither the one nor the
other; when we get far enough along to
separate this type from the negro masses
in our efforts at determining what may
be best for the latter; when the South is
willing to lay at the white man’s door
wany of the failings of this mulatto type
and much of the meanness which he too
freql.xently exhibits, and Northern opin-
lon is sufficiently candid and honest to
persist no longer in ascribing all his vir-
tues and accomplishments to the negro,
—.I t.hmk we shall have made a distinct
gain in race-problem discussion.
Qne of the greatest needs in the
pment of those who discuss the ne-
gro from a distance is a better know-
ledge of the real negro, and nothing
would so promote this knowledge as 2
r?“ngnit;ion of the fact that in crediting
his race with the achievements of its
mllht.to element they but becloud the
question. How may we reasonably hope
to know what is best to be done for the
negro until we first truly grasp the facts
°f his moral and intellectual possibili-
ties and limitations, as well as needs ?
And how may we hope to do this under
our present method of treating the sub-
ject? In reviewing the work of the
most distinguished writer accredited to
Ae negro race — though he has but one
tixteenth negro blood in his veins — the
foremost living American author has
used this language: “They [referring
to the mulattoes] need not be ashamed
of the race from which they have sprung,
and whose exile they share; for in many
of t:he arts it has already shown, during
3 l_mgle generation of freedom, gifts
which slavery uppm'ently only ob-
tcured.” This criticism develops the
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of the theory upon which

very foundation :
ased, and which

all such discussions are b
we have referred to above, — that the

negro 1s an undeveloped, not an ir.lferior
race, — that in all essential particulars
the white man and the black are by na-
ture equally endowed. Thus is pl{midly
ignored the truth that the negro is one
of the oldest races of which we have any
knowledge, and that its very failure to
develop itself in its own habitat, while
the Caucasian, Mongolian, and others
have gone forward, is in itself sufficient

proof of inferiority. Conveniently dis-
of the persistence 0

regarding the fact
a racial status fixed several thousand

years ago, they tell us that forty years
of freedom are not enough to develop
“gifts which slavery apparently only ob-
seured.” The years, both of slavery and
of freedom, passed by the negro on this
continent constitute bat an insignificant
span in the life of that people; yet if we
blot out the achievements of the Ameri-
can negro, who has passed through slav-
ery, what has the race left to boast of ?
And if we but go one step farther, and
from the achievements of the **Ameri-
can negro” obliterate all that the Amer-
jean mulatto has accomplished, what
ground indeed would be left to those
whose sentiment and sympathy have ap-
parently rendered them so forgetful of
scientific truth?

A year ago a movement was inaugu-
rated in Congress Jooking to the inves-
tigation of the suffrage laws of the va-
rious states. No attempt was made to
conceal the real purpose of the move-
ment, and even though we go s0 far as
to credit the proponent of the measure
with honesty of opinion as to its neces-
sity, what must be thought of his wis-
dom. and of the point of view from
which he would have the so-called *“in-
when he himself,
of history and
calmly

vestigation ” made,
in the face of the facts
the experiences of recent years,
affirms that * there is no doubt that the
negro 1s capable of unlimited develop-

ment,” and declares his belief in the
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virtue of “participation in politics ™ as
a means of “uplifting the race”? Yet
such is our looscness of expression in dis-
cussing this question, that to challenge
either the wisdom or correctness of such
views is to hear, as their sole support,
a recital of the achievements of **fa-
mous men of the negro race,” — while,
as a matter of fact, the names brought
forward are merely those of well-known
mulattoes, — from Murillo’s favorite
pupil. down to Crispus Attucks, Benja-
min Banneker, Douglass, Bruce, Lynch,
the late Sir Conrad Reeves, Du Bois,
Washington, Chesnutt, and others. I
am well acquainted with the exceptions
that may be urged here, but this is a
plea for greater scientific precision in
laying the foundations of race-problem
study and treatment, and the student
of negro ethnology knows that these
exceptions are more apparent than real.
The traffic which furnished slaves to the
Americas and the West Indies was no
respecter of ethnic distinctions, and,
while the great majority of those brought
over were pure negroes, through it a
few of the higher types of Bantu and
Fulah stock found their way into for-
eign servitude,and with their blood have
occasionally transmitted some measure
of their ability. Otman dan Fodio, the
poet chief of the Fulahs, was no more
a negro than was Othello, —nor was
Abdul Rahaman, the Moorish chief, who
was a Mississippi slave in the early part
of the last century. Thus it will not
answer to cite such sporadic examples
as the revolutionary leadership of Tous-
saint L’Ouverture, the political cunning
of Elliott, or the ballads of Dunbar.
Just as the crossing of the Spaniard
upon the Indian has given us the mes-
tizo of Central America and Mexico, so
the blending of white and negro blood
has given us a type which combines some
of the racial characteristics — good and
bad — of both its progenitors. But in
a sane treatment of the race question
this hybrid can no more be regarded as
typical of the potentiality of the negro

than can Porfirio Diaz be consid
index to the “‘undeveloped ability’v o
the native Mexican Indian whose
he has in part inherited. It would e
tainly seem to be the part of wisdom h.
frankly recognize the negro’s own
characteristics,and honestly study them,
but this cannot be done so long as
our consideration of the problem of whyy
is best to be done for him we contingg
to confuse the great mass of Amerieqn
negroes with the exceptional mulaty,
types, and point to the accomplishmenty
of the latter as evidence in support of
crass and preconceived notions as to the
capacity of the former.

When free from white or mulatto in.
fluence the negro is of a contented,
py disposition. He is docile, tractable,
and unambitious, — with but few wan
and those easily satisfied. He inclineg
to idleness, and though having a tenden.
cy to the commission of petty crimes
is not malicious, and rarely cherishes ha-
tred. He cares nothing for *the sacred
right of suffrage,” and, when left to his
own inclinations, will disfranchise him-
self by the thousand rather than pay
an annual poll-tax. He infinitely pre-
fers the freedom and privileges of a
car of his own to the restraint of one
in which he would be compelled to min-
gle with white people. Surrounded by
larger possibilities for material better-
ment than have ever been possessed by
any land-tilling people in the world, in
the peaceful enjoyment of his church
and lodge, he frets mot himself be-
cause of evil-doers, nor troubles about
“participation in politics,” nor suffers
dreams of social equality to mar the
peaceful tenor of his care-free mind. No
truer utterance was ever made, nor one
which contains more of wise and help-
ful suggestiveness, if but taken to heart,
than the declaration of Major-General
N. P. Banks, made to a Boston audi-
ence in 1864, that “the people of the
North are much more disturbed and dis-
tressed at the condition of the negro than
he is himself.” This is the real negro,
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t¥ze negro of the masses, — not the ar-
tlﬁcl.al product of vicious advice or ill-
considered philanthropy. As such, he
presents few, if any, serious problems,
and none which he may not himself work
out, if let alone and given time. But it
will pe an individual rather than a race
solution: t‘he industrious will, as chil-
d.ren, acquire a common schobl educa-
tion, and as adults will own property;
those capable of higher things will find
for t.he:msel\'es a field for the exercise
of their talents, just as they are doing
to-day; the vicious and shiftless will bz
as are the vicious and shiftless of other
races.

If we will but study the true sources
Of.the agitation over “negro disfran-
chisement,” “negro cars,” the depriva-
tion of “‘ the negro’s rights,” ete.,it will
be found that in it all the negro takes
but an insignificant if any part. The
ij’_ﬂ.mt goes up over “the lack of oppor-
tanities under which the negro labors,”
and the “injustice of race distinctions,”
does not proceed from the negro. It is
the voice of the mulatto, or that of the

') white politician, that is heard. If the

)

statutes of those states which have been
charged with discriminating against the
Begro were not in any wise enforceable
sgainst the mulatto, I strongly suspect
that America’s race problem would
speedily resolve itself into exceedingly
small and simple proportions.

" Through the medium of race papers,
tnd magazines, the pulpit, industrial
and political gatherings and associa-
tions, the mulatto wields a tremendous
influence over the negro. It is here
that his importance as a factor in what-
ever problems may arise from the ne-
gro’s presence in this country becomes
manifest,— and the working out of such
problems may be advanced or retarded,
just as he wisely or unwisely plays the
part which fate — or Providence — has
assigned him. The negro, like the white
man, responds more readily to bad in-
Buences than to good, and the example
and precepts of an hundred men like
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Washington and Du Bois may be easily
counteracted by the advice and influence
of men of whom the mulatto type un-
fortunately furnishes too many exam-
ples. Booker Washington may in all
sincerity preach the gospel of labor; he
may teach his people, as a fundamental
lesson, the cultivation of the friendship
and esteem of the white man; he may
point out the truth that for the negro
the privilege of earning a dollar is of
much greater importance than that of
spending it at the white man’s theatre
or hotel; yet all these lessons must fail
of their fullest and best results so long
as the negro’s mind is being constantly
poisoned with the radical teachings and
destructive doctrines of the mulatto of
the other school.

The most prominent mulatto editor
of the country is credited by the Wash-
ington Post with having declared that
he was “tired of hearing about good
niggers, — that what he wanted was to
see bad niggers, with guns in their
hands.” One of the leading race pa-
pers in the country, published at the
national capital, in enumerating certain
things which it would like to see occur,
as being beneficial to the negro, included
“the death of a few more men like
Charles Dudley Warner,” and this
merely because that good man and true
friend of the negro had, shortly before
his death, reached and expressed con-
clusions concerning negro higher educa-
tion at variance with opinions he had
formerly entertained. With Booker
Washington erying from the housetops,
“Peace! peace!’ and the most widely
read and influential of race magazines
silently furnishing to the private pre-
cinets of the home and chimney corner
stories revolving around themes of race
prejudice, and appealing to passion and
hate, together with articles which would
inculeate lessons dangerous tc even a
stronger people, — which voice is in the
end likely to prove most potent in its
influence upon this childish race? The
occurrence is too recent for the country



