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“STRIKE TIE TIRST BLOW"

“He who weuld be fiee must hime
#clf strike the first blow."

Fredeilck Douglass, John Brown,
and Abraham Lincoln bedeved
that fieedom was somethlng that
had to bo fought Lor. Such an ob-
vious iruth, easily demonstrated
in every depottment of cur pere
sonal lhives, seems rather forcign
to mlllions of Negroes and soma
of their leaders who always ciy,
*The time Is not right, we must
not glve ofiense to ényone . . .
blah, blah, bah”

The peacefu] Chinese used to say
“Walk softly, go far,” but when
the Japs batged in on them w.th
hell fire, the Cliinese switched to
the tait Yenkee phiase that the
winner *pit iliar the fusteot wid
de mostest!

To be g winne? the Nagro mu.t
start getting there first with the
most of evelything tha will insure
vicoty. Methinks it shali lequne
more than ldud notes o1 the 1ams
horng of protest to Liing crumb-
ling dewn the Jiicho wals of
e ejudice
WE GOTIA GET SMART

Someone ghould sct themselses
the task of 1esearch into the vail-
ous techmques, tiicks and sLiates
gy of interrmcial relatlons as 1t
applia {6 obvuaitng, combating
anl destroying 1acial ptejudice
and discoimination After this vitnt
Infoematiom i3 collected it ghould
be bound and published, anl dis-
tributed among ALL the Negio
Icader s, misleaders and mo-too's

Turtheimore, I thitk that such
a volume ash.ould ako  contain
epecial chapters for the buidancs
ofthatsmallarmy of white folks
whoe work and fight for out fice-
dom and happ ness with sr moie
fervor and sincenity than do many
Negroes They open many doera to
us which would ctherwse piove
bltid aolleys

We must Lieak tre sillence but
effcetive conspliacy against us on
the part of edlto1s of newspapeis,
magazines, so-called comic sheets,
advertisiny agencics, news syndi-
cates, the radio and the moevies
Tids conspitacy centers around
keeping Jlive a certan type, the
slave type of Negio as typical of
the entire race

They keep Lrying to bury the
new Negro"

DMAGINATION IS RLQUIRED

Our vailous leaders should
stiive fo the very hmuts of cre-
allve Imagination and resouceful-
ners in meeting the probl.m, then,
eschewing all selfish “credit' 'and
aggrandisement, draw the battle
lines on thice main “fionts”,
namely, (I} goodwill, (2) white
and Liack eladdien, (3) the usze of
force and pressure were justified.

Interracial committees and what-
nols whith appease the dilcttanto
and the ehite, and someo of the
stiohg doers, are dolng only a
mere mite of the goodwill good
whith would be possible with a
mora yvigoious and iealistic pto-
gram, nationwlde,

Dut, ah. the childien! Here i3
where the greatest and most ¢ffec-
tive work should Dbe done, he-
because ruce prejudice 13 both ab-
sent and unnatuial childien—it's

seeads, There {9 pe.ded, theres
Puwnts wihoplart the hatefu:
fore, an evet bioadening program
ol education and intenacial asso-
clation among the childien, un-
spolted by adult minds.

FORGE i3 tequiied {0 TAKE
hvng space, bLicad, and beauty
after all otha means have failed
Force, not blind or b aitsh, but
the divine sight of 1ighteous indig-
nation againast injustice, this must
blast the stifiing stigma! Pussive
1esistance Is goed in some quart-
erié, but the concentrated wiath
of mass pte.sule stiikes the most
telling blows . . I unlons Here
fa poney!
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