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Big Heads.


At a conference reception given recently three General Officers with the Bishop occupied the platform. The Mayor of the city was present with the County Superintendent of Education to extend words of welcome to that body. On being introduced to the Mayor, His Honor, indulging in a characteristic pleasantry, observed with reference to the ministerial quartetts already intimated, that he never saw such an impressive group of big heads at any stated time before in his life. The hypothetical compliment to the effect that the cranium in question should symbolize an unusual amount of intellectuality was not incongruous or without a moral. It was suggestive of the monkey in the fable who admired the contour and attractiveness of a collection of masks in a certain museum, but who upon turning them around and looking within exclaimed, “What a pity they have no brains inside!”
There are big heads and big heads. The noun may be emphasized in one case and adjective in the other. The latter class is more numerous and dangerous than the former, because though fatal to their possessors, it takes less to maintain them. Heads of this description may be water-logged or inflated with conceit, in which case there's little hope for the wearer in this world or the one to come. The thing that humanity does not need and God did not make is a monstrosity of the “all head and no body” variety.
The great need of our race variety is a larger crop of big heads with especial stress upon the heads. Small heads have their use, but swell heads have not. “Big heads,” says the ditty, “big wit;” “little heads, little bit.” Heads like potatoes or any vegetable product, may be increased in size by culture. By reading, thinking and studying, the pate of the new Negro like that of the old classic Greek should become the perfection of rotundity. By such processes he will enlarge his own intellectual borders indefinitely and vanquish the gloom about him by dint of the sovereignty of mind.



