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TRE NEW NEGRO,

A negro preacher in Atlanta has been
{ndulging In some very plain talk to his
race. His name is John A. Davis, Pre-
siding Elder of the Atlanta District of.
the African Methodiat Church. He
declares that the average negro of the
present generation {s ‘a lawless char-
acter, Immoral and reckless, who has
respect nelther for the rights of man
on earth, nor for tho authority of God
in heaven.” Among other things ha
declares:

“This is my thirtleth yenr as a preach-’
er. I am 61 years old. My word for it,
I have secen both the old and the new
negro. The inctics and procedure of the
negro is destroying him. His recckless
disregard for moral purity, a disposi-
tlon to ignore the church and the gos-
pel, to llve for a life of case and pleas-
ure, ignorant and maliclons dlsregard
for the laws of God and the rights of
man, that {s dafly being practiced by n
majority of the race and convinces me
beyond a doubt that the new negro fs
a lawless bolng and he is a liar §f he
says he is not.

"The negro preacher must countc-‘
nance wrong llving, wrong actlon, and al-
most indorse crime to be permlitted to
preach to this new negro. A decent
preacher {s denounced if he attempta to
advise and Instruct ns relntes to the in-
ner life and plead for chasity of women
and purity In the life and thought of
men,

*It {s not the white man's prejudice,
lynching or mlstraatment of the necgro
that will destroy him half as fast as
his bad conduct and habits and love of
Immorality.”

This is a severe arralgnment of the
negro by a negro, and those who know
the facts know that thero s much
truth in it. Awmong the younger gen-
eration of negroes thore 18 a growing
dlsposition to shirk honest labor, to
liva in idleness which leads to crimeo
and to easily yleld to Immoral in-
fluences, Never before was there such
opportunlty for general employment
or a greater demand for labor, yet in
face of these facts the number of idle
negroes seems to he growing.

Crpdit, however, should be glven
those negroes who are industrious and
law-abiding, and therec are many such.
Mich if not most of the hard labor,
such as rallroad construction, ditch-
ing, dirt digging, sewor laying, rock
breaking, hod carrylng, phosphate min-
ing, railroad sectlon work, furnace
labor, etc., is performed by negroes,
Most of the washing, scrubbing and
zooking {8 done by negro women. There
are many industrlous negro farmers,
and in the cotton and rice flelds, in the
turpentine orchards, lumber mills and
logging camps the negro is the chiet
laborer, as a rule. Many milllons in
property have been accumulated by
the negroes and the number who own
thelr homes is increasing., There are
negro ministers who have the courage
and good sense to speak plainly to their
people and to glve them sound advlice,
There are negro preachers in Nashville
who assure Tho American that they
make & practice of impressing upon
their hearers the value and importance
of industry and morality and the sa-
credness of contracts.

Let us glve the negro credit for what
he has done and is doing, and let us
remember hly inherent disadvantages |
and weaknesses, running through the\
centurles, But we may do this while "
condemning the faults he can easily
remedy and insisting that ‘the fdle and
the victous, the finmoral and the dis-
honest, of whom there are too many,
shall he punished or mnde to work.
The Atlanta preacher is right, The
negro is his own worst enemy, If he
is not saved against himself he 4s lost.
. The degenerates make the trouble, en-
courage raca enmity and create an-
tagonlsms that nre dangerous to the
race,
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