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section be kept in view. Moreover, at the 
North, as at the South, the phenomenon is 

a novel one: there. was in the Northern 
States, we believe, no instance of the crime 

which we are now discussing before the 
civil war. It would be absurd to contend, 

however, that the negroes in the Northern 
States are not at the present time as civil- 
ized as they were forty-odd years ago. In 
their case, therefore, we must reject the ex- 

planation which ascribes the new negro 
crime to a lapse into savagery. 

On the whole, we are inclined to think 

that there is some basis for the hypothesis 
which makes the reconstruction legislation 
and the ideas generated by it respon- 
sible for the evolution of the new negro 
crime. - 

This hypothesis fits all the facts, being as 
applicable to the phenomena reported in the 
Northern as to those observed in the South- 
ern States. In the Northern States the ne- 
gro not only possesses the franchise, but is 
encouraged to exercise it. Neither is the 
encouragement confined to one of the great 
political parties, for it is well understood 
that in certain States of the East and cen- 
tral West the negro vote may turn the scale 
at closely contested elections. Nor is there 
any doubt that the negro enjoys more s0- 
cial equality at the North than at the 
South. 

It is true that in our Northern cities black 
men are debarred by custom, though not by 
law, from many theatres, hotels, and res- 

taurants; but they are not forced to oc- 

cupy separate cars on railways and tram- 
ways: In Washington for many years negro 
officials of the District of Columbia have 
been permitted to attend one of the Presi- 
dent’s receptions, although Mr. Booker 
Washington is, so far as we can now recall, 
the only colored man that has been invited 
to dine at the White House. There is, in 

a word, no doubt that at the North the black 

man has attained not only complete political 
equality, but a closer approach to social 
equality, than he is ever likely to attain at 
the South. It would be difficult not to asso- 
ciate the phenomena as cause and effect, if, 
upon thorough investigation, it should prove 
true that the new negro crime is actually 
more frequent, proportionally to numbers, 
at the North than it is at the South. 

Will the experience of Mississippi, with 
regard to the extinction of the crime, be 
repeated in the other Southern States, which 
have virtually set at naught the reconstruc- 
tion legislation, by disfranchising the ne- 
groes? It is too early to expect an answer 
to this question, for their new State Con- 
stitutions have not been operative for a 
sufficiently long period. It is said, how- 
ever, that already in Alabama the number 
of outrages has noticeably decreased. It 
would be superfluous to point out the tre- 
mendous importance of the matter, not only 

to the Southern whites, but to the Southern 

blacks themselves. If the new negro crime 
became extinct in the Gulf States, the old 

plantation life might be resumed, and the 
’ black laborers would again be brought under 
civilizing influences, instead of being left 
to drift into isolated communities. The 
whole attitude of the Southern white to- 
ward his black neighbor would be revolution- 
ized, and the two races would be brought 
into economic relations that would prove 
mutually beneficial. Should this prove to 
be the effect of the new State Constitutions, 

the American people may have cause to 
bless the refusal of the United States Su- 
preme Court to enforce the Fifteenth Amend- 
ment. 

In every Southern community where the 
new negro crime has been prevalent, there 
has been engendered a tendency to race aloof- 
ness and race hatred; nor can we doubt that 

the extinction of the crime is the indispen- 
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sable condition of a revival of the old pa- 
cific, trustful, and friendly inter-relations. 
We sincerely hope that the facts with regard 
to Mississippi are correctly stated by Mr. 
Bankhead. If they are, we are inclined to 
adopt his interpretation of their significance. 

Kishinef and the Russian 

Jews 

A GIRL’S VIEW OF RUSSIAN CON- 

DITIONS 

(From a private letter) 

Opvegssa, May 22 1903. 

. .. Brother did not come, after all; but 

his little Armenian friend is passing the 
state examinations, and is in a great state 
about it. He was here a moment ago, to 
share with us his fears and perturbations 
about getting his university certificate. We 
share his fears, and sympathize greatly with 
the poor fellow, for it is fine to find him 
working hard and studying; with his wealth, 
he might very well simply have a good 
time and not trouble about anything, as 
most people without self-respect do in his 
position. 

Generally speaking, Lena and I are great- 
ly perturbed; events in Russia fill me with 
despondency. I am awfully sorry for the 
Emperor. All kinds of horrible things take 
place. Every morning I am afraid to open 
the newspapers. Strikes, outbreaks, mur- 
ders, anarchical proclamations. The Kishi- 
nef attack on the Jews is terrible, but its 

consequences are still worse: no work, star- 
vation. . . . They say that the Jews really 
did kill a child, and that the whole trou- 

ble arose from that. Others say that this 
is a lie; but that after the outbreak the 

Jews crucified a Russian boy in revenge, 

sewing his eyelids and lips together as a 
precaution. It is impossible to keep silence 
about this. It should be either officially 
disproved or confirmed; otherwise the trou- 
ble will continue to grow. The police shield- 
ed the rich Jew merchants, for money; but 

no one did anything for the poor, who were 

not to blame for anything. 
Now every one is over-full of sympathy, 

and collections are being taken up every- 
where; but I am certain that none of the 

money will reach the poorer Jews who were 
attacked. Fine arrangements will be made 
among private persons, or the money will 
find its way into the anarchists’ treas- 
ury. 
It is certain that two hundred pounds weight 

of anarchist proclamations were found in 
the Jews’ possession, and that the Jewish 
students are nearly all for disorder and de- 
struction, that European anarchy has found 
its way into Bessarabia from Rumania, and 
is acting adroitly so as to arouse trouble. 
There was far more political lining to this 
outbreak . . . trying to evoke passion, dis- 
cord, and general irritation . . . to fish in 

troubled waters later on. 
And what has been going on in our fac- 

tories all winter? Three days ago they 
killed Bogdanovich, the governor of Ufa, 
with nine shots—on the Emperor’s birth- 
day. Every one loved and spoke well of 
Bogdanovich. During Lent he ended a strike 
of the workmen by the most energetic means 
and acted like a hero, and now they have 
killed him,—the same strikers, of course. 

But the worst of all is that we have no 
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And our literature. ...I shall try to send 
you all the works of Gorki, Andreéff, and 
the rest of them. Read them, and find out 

for yourself. They are all signs of the 
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times. Gorki is a clever and gifted schemer, 
who has adroitly caught the tone of our 
present tendencies, with selfish aims of his 
own. A general awakening has taken place; 
our consciences are stirring towards the mis- 
erable and downtrodden, and the clever 

Gorki has seized the opportunity to turn an 
honest penny by his barefoot literature. 
They will soon find Gorki out, and sweep 
him aside, but all the same it is true that 

all Russia has made a great step forward, 
and has learned to listen to the cries and 
groans of the people. It is true that peo- 
ple’s consciences have awakened, but it is 
also true that it was not Gorki who awaken- 
ed them. This has been preparing for whole 
decades. Dostoyevsky and Tolstoi only car- 
ried on a work already begun, and now the 
moment has come, and we are passing 

through a troubled and clouded period, be- 
cause, though the feeling itself is luminous 
and beneficent, yet it will give birth to many 
sacrifices and dark doings, and is already 
giving birth to them. This is why I say 
that I am awfully sorry for the Emperor. 
If I sometimes lie awake all night, in a 

cold sweat, thinking of it all, how is he to 

find his way through the labyrinths of all 
these troubles? 

And Macedonia and the murders and hor- 
rors in Albania, what does it all mean? 

How sorry I am for that fine man Scher- 
bina, our consul, murdered by the Alba- 

nians! Do you know, when he was going 
back to his duties the last time, he passed 
through Odessa, and stopped at the Hotel 
St. Petersburg—he had the same room 
that our little Armenian now has. And im- 
agine! he had a premonition that he would 
die, so that he even said to Franz the 

waiter, “It is no good that I am going to; 
I won’t come out of it alive!” 

But let me come back to our literature. 
Andreéff is, in my opinion, higher than 
Gorki, as far as psychology goes. He de- 
scribes the awful sores of humanity, but he 
describes true things, which must be faced. 

He is interesting not only for Russia. He 
is still young, and if he does not go crazy 
he will be a great writer. But my delight 
and joy, a real moral oasis for me, is Chek- 

hoff. 
He is a great national Russian writer, 

and the more I read him, the more I see 

his plays, the stronger grow my admiration 
and love for him. For him, not only the 
barefooted are worthy of attention; he 
scourges sins, but finds splendid people, and 
unhappy and lovable sufferers among the 
gymnasists, soldiers, officers, the clergy, the 

higher classes. He knows and loves Russia, 
and writes from the heart, not like Gorki 

the self-advertiser! And how mad I get 
at the flocks of silly sheep who cannot 
distinguish between advertisement and 

truth. 
Gorki reminds me of the young Jewish 

swells, with Derby hats on the backs of their 
heads, fashionable overcoats, walking-canes, 

and an arm in a sling or a bandaged eye, 

who have flooded Odessa, and especially the 
Promenade and Boulevard cafés, since the 

Kishinef outbreak. What a splendid adver- 
tisement! What suffering heroes! Gorki 
produces exactly the same impression of in- 
sincerity on me. Time will show whether 
I am right; let us wait; if we live, we 

shall be able to give an account of all these 
feelings of ours. 

I am sore at heart for the poor tattered 
Jews; our old fruit-seller, our toiling 

seamstress. I know that I may be killed 
myself by the mad mob for protecting them, 
if they make an attack on the Jews in 
Odessa. But for the knaves whose pockets 

are bulging with money and proclamations 
against the Emperor, . . . do you know, I 
feel like beating them myself! All these 
days my heart is heavy and sore... . 


