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THENEGROES AT ATLANTA

Whnt You Wl Find tn ’Choir Ex po
sitfon Bathdtng,

(Letter to Chiengo Inter-Ocean,)

Commisizoner Garland Penn, who has
charge of the negro bullding, anys that
it was not beeause the race deslred to
draw the tine that they demnnded sop-
‘arate representation ato the World's
“Faly, but beenuse In the mass the col-
ored people ean In no wise equnl the
dominant race, but they do measure up

very well when their paat u'lul prosent
environments are comsldered,” "hey pre.
'sented thelr request for separate exhibit
1o the directors of the Cotton  Stutes
Jixposition and it wany granted, The
colored  peaply offered to erect’ thelr
own Expositton buflding, but the lxpo-
slton company would not allow them
to do what was not asked of others, [t
wmld for thig bullding as for others,
it let the contrnet for the bullding
to negroes and:lhey employed negro
workmen, &g that the negro bullding
sHtands ag an example of fegro skl and
cwork, .
The bullding ‘18- In the southenstern
i comner of the park at the: main ene
trance from the rnilway terminad sta-
Ston, 1L covers 25000 squnre feet, 1t s
276 feet longz by 112 feet wide, [t has n
centrad tower and fonr corner pavilions,
and the pediineat over the maln en-
tranee v decorated with relier work,
srepresenting the past and the prexent
veonditions of the negro, I'he one slde
yof the pediment prepresents the slave
mannny, with the one-roum log eabln,
Lthe rake nnd the basket In 1865, On
1he other flde fs the faee of Wrederiek
Douglass, o teue representative of thee
prowth nnd intelligence of the voloped

man, Near the relief of Douglass e
the comfortable resfdence, the stone

Fehnreh and symbols of the race's prog-
sress i selence, art el Mterature, all
represontitive uf the new negvo in (8§95,
Mhe well-fed mule and the plow oceu-
py the center of the grouping, reppes
it (the negro's property atd indus-
try. 'Phere is no butlding at the fale
which attraets more attention than (his
one bhullt by negroes and fur the exll-
- bition of the products of negro luhot,
The largest exhibits In the bullding
@re froni schools aaud colleges, but there
ary many individual exhibits and onp
of them i a padnting marked 30 equuls
453" It was painted by aonegro, M,
IMieceman of Washington, and 1t rep-
roesents two boys at work at o black.
Do, One §8 a- white hay and the
other 18 o coloted boy., They both have
ahe same figures before them and are
nulbtracting 30 from 4653 The cotored
Doyt put daovn the result aned. has
u look of trivinph on his face. e
white boy has o puzzled expression as
e Jooks at the result and still sees the
saatoment thnt N0 equals 4637 1at the
gesull 18 the colored hoy by his shde,
Avho represents thirty years of emanci-
pation for his race, wille the white bay
mpresunts 458 years of emancipation for
his race. The two races stand equal
betore the law amd in thelr work here
at the exposllion, as the dwo boys stadnd
cyunl fn thetr work at the blackboard,
1t ix not o stviking picture, except in
the story it tells, but it ig wedl execuned
amd  atlracts mueh attention from
avhites and blacks for the conception
¢imd the story told, In the central
sauiare under the dume of the bullding
there I8 gquite a-lacpe collection of ple-
LRHY and severad pleces of statuary.
Aest of the nvork s from the Amateuy
Art Club of Washington,  Mr, Fresman
Nan portalts of Douglass, Bruce and
Taangeton, and several  other  figue
pleces wideh are very, ereditable,  Mr,
AV L THE of Waahingien has several
peces of statuary that are very good,
ane of e eadled The Stublrrn
Ghoe * representing o lHttle girl teying
1o pyt on her shoe with dhe toes gtuck
intothe heel of the hoe and puzzllng
e bradn how o get it on. Another
o tesants the negro with chalng braken
bt not free, The same soctety lian a
Lt eeAlection of erayonsg, photographs

of colnrdl ehorehes and sehools and
Dospitals in Washington and gome ex-
quixite nrt needlework,

tn the art collectibn there are also
three pictures by Mr, H, O, Tanner, the
son of Bishop Tanner, of the Afriean
M. I Churceh. Mr. I'taner is a tal-
eniedl and  finely  educated  young
negro,  and s . now studying  art
in Parls, One of his pletures in the
Balon received honoralye mention this
yoi ‘There is also a antirble bust of
Charles Sumner, by ISdmona  lLewis,
the calorcd sculptor, who has her studio
noew in laly,

Two of the largest and best exhibits
of industrlal work are from’ the Tus-
kegee Normal and Industrial Institute
atd Hampton Normal and Agricultural
Institute. Tuskegee Is known as the
chitd of Hampton, beeause Booker 7T,

Avashington had his training at Hamp- |

tont and way recommended as president
of the T'uskegee Institute by General
Hamuel Co Armstrong, the founder of
Jlnmpton. Dut ‘Tuskegee's exhibit in
She negro bullding 18 almost, {8 not
cquite, equal to that from Hampton,
}mnl hoth show what industrial train-
g has done for the negro.

In the Tuskegee exhibit there are
Jarge cases enntainhug the work of the
#ewine, dressmaking and millinery de-
spariments, the tallor shop, the harness
and  shoe ghops, desks,  chadrs. and
tables from the furniture shop, n hand-
fome carriage, o Hght bhuggy, a phace-
ton, and a farm wagon from the car-
pe shop, a steam .engine bullt by :the

s in the dron working department,
tools mde I the same shops,cn datry
oxhiblt, farm products, fruits and veg-
ctiables of every varlety, and In fact,
gome example of work in every de-
partment | of industry known in the
South, showlng that the colored boys
wed girks wha take the courses at Tus-
Kegew nre fitted for some trade hefore
they e allowed to gradduate,  ‘he
work fs nat amateurish, but cqual In
finish to that put upon the market by
nunuficeturers of these products,

in the Hampton Instltute  exhibit
there ae shndlne examples of students’
worki, some aof {t of v more pretentious
charicter than that  from  Tuskeger,
Phere isoa handsome revolving bhook-*
case, 1 tichly carvad sldebonrd, 0 man-
e, aond e hall tree of exeeptionally fine
workmanship, and any of (hese pleces
will comp vorably with any furni-
ture exMbIt 1o be found in the exposi-
ton, ‘Thure are earriages, buggles,
phactens and wagons from the Hamp-
ton shops, o Inrge deill press and a
nallt power engine: to run it ‘I'hese
were both miade for use in the shops Ly
the =tudents who work there, Hamp-
tan also thowa some fine arnamental
{ron work in banguet awd large stand-
ard imjas, to show that there are ap-
tisty in fron ax well ns artists in bronze,
marble and elay, some fine samples of
book printing and binding from. the
printing department, nnd o large ex-
hibit of varlous klnds of work to show’
how complite 8 the great: industrial
&chool  establighed by Genern)  Arm-
strong, who lhad, charge of the freed-
men al that pelnt at the close of the
war, and started o school te teach
colored vouths how to earn thelr own
Hvinge by systematie work from trajned
hands and developed fntellects,

Theére gre many other school exhibits

versity, at Atlanta; the Georgln State
Indugtrelal College, ot Savanugh:  the
State Normal College, at Montgomery,
.}I:L: the Stute Normal amd huhdsteind
E\I‘h"()!. Normal, Aln; the Gammon
Theoligleal Seminary, at Atlanta; the
Athumin ‘Baptist Seminary; the Central
Tennesaee - College;, ot Nashville; the
Fisk Unleerslty, nt Nashville; the At-
lnntn University; the Spellman Femate
Seminury, at Atlanta; the Scholield
Normal nuwd  Industrinl  Institute, at
Alken, -8, C, undt o nunilior of othend
educutiunal and fndnatrind institutions
for negroes, The eolored people of Chi-
eigzo have an exhibit of various Kluds
of worl, und there ure many fndividual
exhibits of art, mechuntenl, and agri-
eultural work, ‘There are n number of
prtents by colored men, some fine. tle
mantels from o colored manufacturer
nl Allanta; o lnege drmg exhibit from
the ploneer - negro  drugglsts in the
South; faney needbe work: colleetlons.of
flne fruits und geaing, and enough ex-
cellent work of grelt vivelety to demon-
steate the capabilities and development
of the negro in every department of
bor, The nepreo bullding has in fts
exhitfifts more varfety' than any other
budidbimr ut the exposttion,  bheeause 1t
showd the work of the roee o all de-
partmenis,

‘There & one snindl corner of the negro
 building whieh represents the other ex-
treme of the race, 1t s mavked “Un-
civilized  Afeten,” -and g o exhibit of
some of the natural recoprces and some
of the érude manufactures of the west
const of Afvlen, 1Hahop Turner, who
haus heen for years wrging the negrues
to ermilgrate to Liberin, bronght thig ex-
RBIL honte with bl when he retarned
from Afvlea, i few weeks ngo, He snys
thit It does’ ot represent  eivillzed
Afrlea, but the unelvilized natives, the
hewthen of that country, 1o hay n eal-
Jeetton of thelr swords, kndves, “nnd
|pears, whieh, e gays, were hannered
oul of Jron ore fomd there su rieh that
the natives use it without iy knowl-
rdge of sanelting: samples of (he wonds
that grow on the west const of the
Dark Continent;  pabm sl coconnut
ofl€, mude by the matives: sumples of
leather and eloth, made by the heathoens
und many other curfeus speefmens of
Afviean products, Over this exhlblt the
bighop has strung o lne of dellentely
woven himds' nests, which are shaped
ke the loms-londled gouvd, They are
the e sts of the wenver bind, and they
are a8 careradly woven as a bit of
wieker work,  1'he. Jongg nem Is attached
to the Hmb of @ tree, and througsh it the
bivd pavses to the rge and bulbh-Rke
nest o the bottom,  There ix one nrtlele
I the hishop's colleetlion whleh s not
heathen, 1 ds a beautitul sHK gqullt of
the same pattern ax that made by a
Libertan womat and presented to Queen
Vietorie,  She duplicated the wark for
Slshop Turter. 3t ja o adelteate and in-
tricate plece of pateh work, and repre-
sents the Afriean coffee tree In bloom,

13ishop ‘1"urner has litle patlence with
those who tallk about the new negro,
e strolled through the negra bhullding
with me, but saw 1ittle that was new
In the worlananshiip that was evidenced
by the exhibits. .

"Phere §8 nothing new in all this ine
warl,” eaid he. YIhie negroes always
“didl the finest kind of wark in the South,
Pha slaves were skilled carpenters and
wheelwrights and  blacksmiths, They

from the Knoxville Collese, Clark Uni-

dld all the work in the old days of
slavery. 'They were not mere drudges
without skill.. ‘They butlt the grand
olil manslons’ of the planters, They
mnde the carriages and wagons nand
buggles used by thelr masters; they did
the iron work, ns well as the woodwork,
They nunde mueh of the furntture, and
waore skidled cabinctanakers. In fact,
the sliuves Akl all of the work in the
South then; and (here were skilled me-
chamnfes aud carpenters anmong them—
more than we now hitve, perhaps, In
that respect, we have a ¢ ald-fash-
foned negea oxhibit here, "he isen who
owned slaves gave the bert testimony
Cto thete skl and intelligencee as work-
Imen when they had their own earpen-
i tery, hlacksmithe, whealwrights and
cublnet-mutlers mmong themselves,  aned
[trusted them to butld all the houses,
Tmanufacture  most af  the  comforts
which surrounded the southern home,
The women condd odo ag tine gewhing then
as now, nid they were the skilled eooks,
fuaous for thetr divhes,  No, this work
I8 not the evidene» of a new negro, It
la the skill of the gnme old negro who
wias In slnvery, 'Phe only thing new
about it s the freedom of the negro
to lewrn what trhde e plenses and
work out hls own satvietion In his own
way., 1T am asg prowd of this exhibit as
any one, hut 1 have no patience with
the talk about the new negeo as a
workman., Why, that was the reason
he was kept in slavery so long., He
was too valuable to be set free.”

“Do you still think the n2groes should
emigrate to Afrlen?"

“Yes, several million of them. . They
can be spared from this country, and

they can do much hetter in Afriea.
They will become the leadars and the
civitizers of that continent™

The stalwart oll negro bishop strojled.
out of the negro bullding with me, and
woe turned our steps to the Midway,
In front of the Dabomey Village there
waus a big-nosed white mnn urging the
visltors to not milss seéing the wild
cannibals from the west coast of Af-

rlea, The old highop stopped and heard
the stercotyped specell, and remsrked
that he must be the “new negro.”

Then he walked up to the showman and
sald:—

“Why do yvou white men pursue the
negro to Afrien with your Iying? You
have for years Hed about the negro in
this country, and now; when you are
bulng found ont, you are Jying about
the negro at home on his natdve heath,”

The showinnn stopped, startled for a
moment, whlle the crowd gathered
nhout, ‘Then he asked, “What do you
know about t?” and began again on
his specch, But the 'bishop was . not to
¢ {gnored, .

1 know all about 1t, sir,' he replied,
“T am a noro, and T lve In Aften o
good part of the time, There are not,
and never have heen, any cannibals
on the ‘west coast of Afrien, You are
simply repeating somto ofs the Hes told
to whlte men who went to Afrien and
had to e about the country to magniry
thelr own efforts and pose ng heroes.of
great courngge and emturance; ‘I*he na-
tives of the west coast of Afrlen may be
heathens and unetvillzed, but:they are
nwore peaceable and gentle than many
of you clvillzed and enlightened white
men here jn Ameriea; and (hese wild
negro canndbals -you have hore, ciavart-
Ing around ke apes and boboons, never
saw Afrtea. They nre Ilazy, good-for-
nothing negroes from New  York, or
some other town, where they have been
taught to- jump about Nke monkeys
and yell Hike hyenas, while you tell
thege people that they are talking in

thelr natlve tangue, Stop your lying
ubout the negro!™”
The crowd  shouted, the showman

tooked stupcficd, and the Mshop walked
on down the Midway, telling me that
there was no new negro. Me was shn-
ply the sofe old negro, showlng Lils ea-
pacity ns he was given opportunity hy
the new white mang and 1 am not sure
thiat he Is wrong. ‘

Booker ' Wuashington and Bishop
Turner are not £o for apart, except on
the questlon ns to where the negro s
to waork out his own =alvatlon, Wash-
Ington fnststs that by applying the in-
dustry  and  capaeity that made the
negro valunble fn oslvery to the new
condition of freedom, the negro cnn do
the work and become independent here
In Amcenea, Bishop Turner wunts’ the
nego to go to Afrfea and apply these
new conditions In a new country, (ien-
eral Armstrong saild to me just before
he died:

“I'his man Washington is worthy tha
name he bears. He will lve to he
known ns the Washingtan of hlg race,"

ened the white men of the Routh to the
rentizatlon  that there han beens
change, The tegra building, with s
eXHIDY of the work of negroes, ol
Ita testhimony to the truth of Booker
Washington's tenchlogs,

©

The speech of Washfiigton hus uwak-
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