~above its woman.”
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THE NEW NEGRO WQMAYX -

Booker T. Washington writes of
lier and appeals’to her:

Booker T. Washington; who is regard-
ed as one of the most extraordinary. col-
ored men of the day, hasa wife who is
not one whit behind him, in lulvllccl or

Mrs.

education. - )
In the- Oc¢tober number of Lend a

Hand she has nn article upon *The New
Negro Woman.” It isfull of the Path-
os which centuries of oppression planted
in the breast of all women of her race.
Itisa plea (o those swho have risen
above the environments in which their’
mothers were born for those less fortun- |
ate. It is full of noble thoughts and,
lessons which no woman of whatever |
race or color can afford to ignore. In
full of truth.” A few extracts’ will show
the general tenor: “We area -race of.
servants, not.in the low :zense of this
word, but in the highest and purest
sense, and in our serving lat us keep the
beautiful lines of the servant of all wo-
mep as our guide.

“Insttugglizg for money,. for power,
for intellectual attamment for growth
of any sort, there is always, andmust al-

1s

-along in the work of helping our women

wiys be, a si:irliﬁg‘pomh Thus Il
with the struggle to uplift the Negro

woman there is a starting point, and this

I believe be' the home.  The two
words, home and woman, are so closely

¢omneeted that T conld not, - even if 1de

sired, separate onerfrom the other.

“No race can rise

This is just as true

uhove

is

Lo

Some one hae said,
as the faet that no river can rise
s souree: arg we not the soarce of tth
howe life. and if our influence upon
this life i< not vouod, how ¢an the 'Imnw"
be better,?  History ‘will bear us out in
all that we xay in reference to, woman
and home.  Our own Emerson says, “A
suflicient measure of civilization is the
intfluence of good women.””  Plato, the
\lbcn‘im{philosupbcr, when he “stood at

lw height of his intellectusl attain- |
mcms‘ gave to the ancient and modern

world ‘his freat ‘Republic,’ which he
had thought it worth the while to write

to the world his regard for woman in the
home.- He held that women are a very
important factor in the human race, and
that, holding out to her the help she so
much hieeded, she will raise the standard
of the home, and thus from the home
will come stronger men to execute the
nation’s plan.”’

After a word plcturu, which su.s forth
only too truly the condition of slave
miothers, Mrs, Washington adds: :

“In the awful days gone by, the word
‘home,’ the word ‘womsan’ was &8 mock-
ery, so far as.we are concerned; in fact
there was no munhood.  All" were ‘élxnt~

tel, “bought, used, und sold at "the mns-
ter’: will. v

““The log cabin of one room, with per-
bads no hole to let in sunlight and air
holding the houselold goods, cooking
utensils, furnishing room for cooking,
sleeping, eating, and living, -‘was a sub-
stitute for home. * Could anything good
and healthy come out of this? Was itat
all probable that tlicse mothers could
hrmd down to their duughtcrs and sons
correct ideas of home making, pure
ideas of family life? Wae it at all
probable that there should have come
from homes like these women strong to
fight discase, strong to fight the tempter
who stands in the South as a sentinel by
day and by night? Was there anything
in this sort of living to instill purity of
thought, and purity of action?”

But beeause there was 80 much excuse
sin is not condoned. The
writer faces the situation bravcly. and

makes this appou]
*Let us all rise, shine, and push right

in the Soutb. in the North, everywhere
it is needed —and it is needed every-
where; let us rise with our money.
though it be little: let us_ rise with our
voices even though they be weak. with
our ‘hands even though they be feeble,
acd do this all-important work. Thed
only will there be fewer thrists at the
immorality of the race: there will be less
lynchings of negro men and women:
then only will the white man who hates;
evgrything blaek, and the black man
who ¢lc~;uws everylhing white, recog-|
nize in the broadest and truest sense the
brotherhood of man and the fatherhood
of God. and more readily accept the doe-
trine that of one blood hath he made the
arth.”

nations of the




