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.THE SOUTHERN .SEHPEI{IT.’

Whenever a Sonthern white man
wishes to gain a little prominence
and get in the limelight, he iovari-
ably gets into the Negro question.
And when he can get his views
published in a Northern paper of
some prominence at so much per
line, he isin the seventh heaven of
enjoymeut, It matters not that
theré may not be a word of truth
in his utterances, he is sure to get'a
hearing, providiog he has at some-
tims or other take then pains to
make himself heard on some ques-
tion affecting the interests ot the:
white man, North ana South.

A few weeks ago, a ~outhern
white man, who had not beép heard
of since the days of sixty-five, ac
cidently got a seat in the Senate of
the United States, and on leaving
after a very short term, having
beer appointed by the Governor of
his State, made a farewell espeech
which was givea wide prominence
by the press throughout the coun-
try as coming from a man who had
forgotten that the war for the
Union was over and was ready to
give his moral ‘support to a_union
of the fbrees of both North and
South for the general good of the
whole conntry. True he said very
litele about the Negro, but what
jictle he did say was taken to be in
line with the general progress ol
amity for all the people of the whole
country,.

This gave him a prominence and
it was not long before one of the
Northern weeklies gave him space
to say hissay, and say it he did.
In the first place he started out by
saying that the United States gov-
ernment was selling arms to the Ne-
groes of the South which would in
time imperile the whole South in
bloodshed. That he had léft his
home in the country and moved to
the city because he feared to leave
his wife at home for fear that at
sometime when he was absent harm
would come to her from bad Ne-
groes. :

Hc has moved to town because a
Negro came to his house one day
and asked for him.  On receiving a
reply that he was not at home, the
Negro slunked off, joined a compan-
ion, because he had heard a wagon
on the road.  The idea of a United
States Sepator being so poor that
he had to live in a house with no
one else in it but his wife and him-
self. That he could not afford to
pave some one live in the bonse
with him, not even a servant. The
gentleman who lives in Hades, and
is commonly supposed to Doe the
father of lies, would not bel eve this’
tale if*he told it bimself. And the
gentléman states that this is the
condition of thousands of white
people in hus State,

Now as a matter of fact the State
iMfis: gentleman hails from is the
State of the man who did allia his
power, to keep the. school books out
of the pands of the. Negro, the no-
torious Vaidaman, and there is no
Staee in the Sonth in which the Ne-
gro is more quiet, more industrious,
more prosperous, and who is doing
more { r his own uplift than in the
State of Mississippi.” -“Kuonel”
Gordon . states ‘that he was com-
pelled to leave bis plantation where
“he would have dicd,"” and that i
the hands of Negroes. ' Will' the:
Kunnel” tell ‘us -whether, the Ne-
groes 100 -his 'plantation’ from.
hun; or whether be, sold it o
or'is repting.it to
i
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white people to'live on the planta-
tions, that they-aré all moving to-
the cities for fear of what ‘he is.
pleased to ‘term the “Black. Peril.”
it is this class of men who afe going’

wherever they get a chance, and ]
like the serpents they are $pitting
out their venom against the Negro
ia the South. ¥
- The, trouble with
Southern white men
is making too much
them. 1t does not
their stomachs to see well dressed,
prosperous Negroes. ' What they
want to see is the “Old Black Mam-
my"” and “0ld Black Joe¢" and *Un-
cle Jim” Negro: These have had
their place, and there are but few of
them left. The new Negro isnot to
their liking and no matter how well
he may behave himself, his good
clothes, his gold watch and chain,
his well kept home, are things they
detest, and cadnot wbide, and so
they spit and spit whenever they
get a chance. It would bea good
thing if they had gone the way of
the “Mammy” aud “Uncle)” for
they are living too far io the past:
Times change but they like Tenny-
son's brook seem to go- on forever.
’ —— e
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