THE NEW SOUTH,
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Havine’ just returned home from a six
weeks sojrurn in the southland, reeing und
studying the MNegro from mauvy practical
view points 1| am more encourdzed ss re-
gards the foture developmertaud prospenty
of the race than ever bLefcre. There are
evident rigus of progress 1n every phase of
Negro life South of Massor and Dixie's liae.
In every town, clty and county Negroes are
at work, accumu ating and economizing
materisl sabstauces, They are educating
acd developiog those traits of character
which make stable and great, Negro busi
ness enterprites, commercial and indn.tral
activities are bacomizg more and more im-
pormins factors in the growth and developa
ment of southern comwmunities. Twenty
years hence, with this contitued push and
energy slung thes? wnora), ednrations! and
induostrial lines the Nexroes of the South
are bound to weave themselves into the
very warp and woof of the nation’s develope
ment ot that section. They will become euch
important factors that m kindred interest
will govern and ointrol the members of
both races aloog all lines. I haveween Ne-
gro bankers, merchants, real estate brokers
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large farmers, street car magnates, shippers,
insurance operators snd prolersionals
which raok in-their communifies with the
leading whites. That thia cla-s of people
have the respect and aympathy of the bet-
ter class of white people of the Sonth is
trae. The old one room cabin s being dis-
placed by frame structures with larger and
additional rooms

In one of tha progressive towns o Florida
the largest drygood merchast is a black
man; the largest shoe and leather establisha
ment in the state 1s owaed and controlled
by a cclered man. Fratercal organizations
are dolog much slong various lines to cor.
rale the Negroes, hold them ia tact and ine
still confidence.

Too much unwire disoussion is indulged
in respecting Negro disfracchicement in
the South, while upjast laws obtain and
many civil rights are extorted from them.
The Negro 1s still a political factor in the
southland and will become more so as the
years go by. He really enjoys mere poliii
o3l emoluments acd ctlice preferment in the
South than be does in the North, Heis a
wise politician and enjoys more of political
truits, Wouid that scwme of our northern
positieal fads would study politics ard be
come wiser. Thesodthern Necrols opposed
to reduction ot southern reprecentation and
wisely 80, He vuwa with regret the ana
L fav irnbie Negro plank ia the lat Repubdli-
cau National Piatform snd waants the Negro.
qnestion eliminated from our watioual bady
politics  While he {s generally a Republi-
can he belteves in the independent actien
of the \ezmrs politica'ly whera they csn
vate and ' have their votes cauated. He
ratter admires and respects tge intelliaeat
race loving Neg-ces of tha North who co-
tend for just recognition and who have the
manly couragelo repudiate white Bepabli-
cace who attempt 10 cejole and nce the Ne-
gro voters for their own personal advantace.
Oar Negro lemgers of the Soath are neot
alarmed at the Anathemas of the Vardaman~
Tillman'ooterie nor are they distarb d over
the aqitatibn of fireicn emigracts envadioz
their territory to displace thera ss Iaborers.
Thev firm\y believe the southland to be
their legitimate heritage and are bent on
contributing their best endeavors for its
development. Thus are- they hauildicg
permanent homes, establishing schools and
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,| churches, buying lands and bajldiag civie
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6tractures lasting and potent. Ia fact we !
northern Negroes can look with pride upon
the valor and indnetrial thrift of our sonth-
ern bretbern with anticipations of a fotare
frougbt with safety for the American Negro,
Barriers are breaking away, southern preja-
dices are melting like wsx before the fire, a
new_Honth 1s producing a new Negro,
American cit zens whose futare activities
will £dd to the crowning glr ry of our Ameri.
can twentieth cantury civilization.
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