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RACE. QUESTION. CONSIDERED,

The Industrial . Training  of H‘o
Negro--Booker 1% Washington’s

P Plan o Good One.” .
To the Editor of Tho Amecrican:

44 Wy ,ulugux&uwn OL W7 rice quusuon, aay. |
of our negro Jeaders do not view matters as
-they really are. They nrguc from the stand-
point ns to how tho condltion of affairs should
and ought. to be, and not as they actually
cxist. They do'not.consider that we must bo
controlled by the Inexoroble condition of. the
times, and that we fait of tho best Fesults only
beeause the timo 18 nbt-yet come, for the ful-
flliment of the prophiccles, and because we fall
to grasp predent oppottunitics, "Thero is tos
dny much condlict of opinfon nnd policy, yet
there should. ' be ‘- healthy co-operation in
work and servico for tho amclioration of the
conditlon of. men.- A neglect: on the part' of
both races, fo tully rely on God's promisecs,
und to ace his hand in Listory and in the de-
velopment of. human affalrs, and a persistent
scMishness to work- out matters, Is causing
the jlxdglncng,ot the nineteenth century to
become warped by malice, prejudice, party
and scctional intercsts; and ., conceit and |
selfishness have bred contempt, and ull theso |
together, have made tho very air around us |
dlm and confueing, Tyiey are peeullarly hurt- |
ful clements, and. prevent us from sceing: |
clearly -and justly.

The negre quéstion §8 gainiug the attention
of tho whole.world. . Among the 573 toples
viewed in, the bibliegraphy in the report of .
1803 and 1894 gn’the negro question, the most
““What bhas education
done for tho gegro? What will the negro do
for himsei(? What {8 to be done with the
negro?”’ While God beholds liberty, equality
and fraternity to be tho. commpon lot of all, |
and though wé-see clearly that God hath mad2
ot onc blood:all races and nations, the lm:*
patient, demanding leaders of the negro raco, !
must learn that the phitlosophy of the Bible, ‘
uand history teach that these have ot been se- |
cure to any race or nation 1) tlme nnd de- |
votlon to God ‘dcv_clopc;l them through manly
offorte toward morsl and Christian werth.
These rights have never been 1hrust upon an
jndividuul, raco of nation, 'I'he Anglo-Suxona
have caused’ a history to be written, which
las been of a-world-wide Interest, ever elnce
they landed on the Islc of Thanet, {49 A, D.
Alfred the Great planied the-iree of elviliza-
tion, and fntreduced Chbristinnity in Engtand.
He was forced to leave this treo to the In-,
fluence of time, jusl as it was rendy to burst
into n plant. Miny great men have cceupled
themselves with the care of this great tree,
and cuch In his wuy hus advanced jts growth.
Whliain the Couqiteror with his own hands
bent the tender branches te his whil, and to-
day- j18 leaves rustle at the gentle breezes of
Christianity.” Its wlde spreading branches aroe
swayced to and fra by the forveful winds of
clvitization. . Yet time muat couac this great
tree of reach its full growth, While, tao negry
leaders arc demanding ro much, in the pres-
cnt, for the race they must kncw that tbe
Anglo-Saxons have been 1,450 years: reachling
the polut of civilization they now enjoy, while
thoe negro has been only 219 yeara developing
from a heathen' to a Christian, and only
thirty-four ydars cmerging trom slavery to
freedom, ‘Truc the negro hns been only a
short while accomplishing much. Ile has been
favered to have been braught so rapidly un-
der the Influence of the gospel. 1t tcok the
Augto-Saxons thirty years to win IKent alone;
glxty years to coinplete the conguest of South
Britain, and nearly 200 ‘years to subdue the'
whle istand and te plant thercon the Christlan
banner.  The aAnglo-Baxons  posscssed in-
domitablo will. and bravery. " Bui  vhat s
most essentlal to remember §8, tha, life and
property were not sccure to them by State
egislntlon, hut LY the ‘loysl union of their
fellow-cltizens, The.Saxon gullds or fraternal
asgociations are unmatched in history, as, tho
evidence  of  self-reliance, . scll-restralut,
wmutual trust. and, orderly love of law among_
the people, the result of a Christlanlzing and
civiijzing infliuence. These ennobling qua.ities
have yet to hecome thoroughly engrafted in
the minds and character of the negroes,
Whlle & few now posvess them, the masses
are ro destitute ot them, the race itself has
not yet full recognition, as men of steriing
worth and qualitics, and the few who, pra,
showing them torth are by degrees demanaing
the respect of individuats, The race Is stil a
slave to prejudiee, mnllee and revenge, and
target for the hurttul darts of the same, The
faxons who quarrcled amd fought in the Old
World ove n unit.In the New World, They
were  divided  in purpose | ad o atarest;
yrejudices, jealousles tnd: wars worpthe rul
ing elements among the Caucasinng In’ their
pagan lfe, but Christlanity has blended the
nations into one. Christicnity will net finlsh
tts misslon till-alt races gnd _pnttons are one
in purpore and intercst, In bringing about the
comnion brotherhood of man. The negro hng
Leen sn flattered and prafsed on aceouhticf
hix eapid rise titl he Is filled with too nuch
concelt to admit that the new negro is nnt
all that ho should be, and tries to charge all
of his Ulnderances to prejudico on the part of
the Caucasian race, FHe must  remove the
Leam from his own eye, before e procecds to
extract the mote from hig brothier's oye. Weo
teel and know that too much prejudice does
exist toward him, yet, too, he is not cloar. .ol
prejudice, e is yct too fgnorant af tife prin-
ciples of rigiut and often his pers» uiions ard
selt-impozed and inviting,, {4 18 hiz clebt to
defend, but he rhiould net provoke. “That the
Cauncaslun prevokes the negro is  too often
sadly true, hut not nlways g, for the negro
hilmsel? dees proveke when he should not, “Ihe
Sexon negleet to try to atnellorate the negroes'
present condltion, made so by his fermer en-
slavement, should not be, He should - plty:
hit instead of blnme him: and  while  he
spends milllons {n ferclgn missionary work, it
wottld be well to zive wuch ald in helptag to.
Cheistlunize the American negroes. 1§ all of
the Caucastung will feel ns Rev. Jolin Haunner,
Jr., of the M, X Chureh, South, when, he
wrate me while In eorrespondence with him (o
lecture to the puplls of the Tennessce State
Normal and Industrial School, more sympathy
will e glven the negro. e said that he felt
that the white ruce,owed o duty to the negro
ritee, ond that he was wllling to do what he
could to amellovate his present  ceondltion,
While much sympathy and aid has been given
the negro, too muek cannot yet by given him,
In a great mensure tho South has alded him
as well ns the North, The North bas been
careful of his spiritunl and intllectual growth
while the South hug been caroful to give him
wark and comforts nicergary to his existence.
As God has moved upen the hearts of wen the
negro Las been cared for, but ag sellishnoss
and a desiro for the wnstery and the aceumu-
Jation of wealth have taken the plare of sym-
pathy and brotherly feeling, the ncgro has
been mistreated, Surely God is not ‘pleased
with the present condition of, aftalrs.  Pub-
lie sentlment s agninst the negro, and he
nust now appeal to God to be for hilm, while
the world is against him,  Yet the fuvees of
wrong must have thelr timo and  turn o
Tuman afialrs, but ere the finnd day all witl
come right i the negro lives right, The very
inconsistent fdea that the  Cauenslan  ean't
stand the negro to sit near him in publie when
the negro has nursed him, and come in close
contact with him in vavious ways, will. |
dope away with, The very jdea that he can
Klss n Dlack wop, caress and fondle a liorse
of vhony hue, and that everytbing black 1s
1lked by him except the biack skin that covers
the kindest and most sympathetle heart and
Toving =onl) that Ged created, though fucon-
eistent, will some day be dene away with, yot
not now 1 the tlme to demand anything more
than Christinnity will unfold vo bim, Ile must
e willlng to labor and walt, e must Nve
such upon hin knees.  He must not fect that
the profeseional enlling is the only higa eall-
ing, The histery of the Anglo-Sexon race 1
one of violence and spolintlon as well, and
wherever they have come in contact with nn
inferlor race, invarinbly that inferior raca
has become conquered or exterminated, cr as
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soe put It, “‘bave gono to the wall.” The
negro through the diveful and  baneful  In-
fluence of stavery, has been  thirough  God,

brought into tho lfe and blood of the Cau-
censian, and the two races are so related I
Blood that it will prove to be n sad state of
afatrg to continue dividing in purpose and in-
terest, ‘They would wreak vengeanca upon
both races to the detriment of hoth. Dut a
race with gueh n history as the Caucasian will
prove 10 be o formidable foe, and will never
conecde full and cqual rights 1o an acknowl-
edged Inferlor raeo 4§l thal Inferlor rave
Rrows out of o persistent ‘selfishuess into. an
enttry depeadenee upan the all pawerful God, -
When the negro can be minde to see that Goly
permitted him to be enslaved In ovder (o have
him to be brought more readily and rapldly
under the Influence of the gospel, he  will
cradleate malee, prejudice and revenga 'from
his mind: and when the Caneaslan rightly and
raliglously cousiders all thiugs as ho shouid
Ne wlll be more tolerant with the negro and |
further Jend lls nid in Christianizing  and,
clvilizing him, and not wreak vengeance by |
maobbing and lynching him, and wilt throuwgh |
the dine proecss and foreo of the Iaw recluhin \
him to God. Ie forgets that the negro's pres-

ent actlons are In a great measure thewresnlt |

. rome these prejudlees,
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nouncing leaders, who are so; demapding,
bonsttul, and selt-concelted have. .dono . us
much harm, ‘To demand at thia critical perfod
i3 hut to ‘bind tighter tho fetters thal hamper
our propress, - The negroes” best -leaders are,.
those who aro dally sacrificing time, -talent,
méans und _cnergy for the uplitting of tho
markes, ang. not working -solely for self in-
.terest and self aggrandizement, and. are, not
defrpmling - and  decelving . the  poor and
ighopayt of the race under.n pretenss that
they-ara luboring for thé good of the raco, in
order ‘to have personal giink,  While gomo
argue that we must demand In tones lond and
long: tuat the trades unions ‘shall - couse - to
draw the color line and that fitness and chat-
actett ghull be the only pasaports.to their ‘fel-
Jowship, nud that wo can’ render the neégro
invaluable service by such  demands; the
negro nust first himeell cease 'to draw the
colo? 1ine, and not to seék every opportunity
10 'poss for white, denylng affinlty to the race
that tod permitted ki to be’ fdentified with,
-Queen igsther under a death ‘penalty ownéd’
ber nation, and worked for.and suffered “with
‘tha rice. If we had the money nnd talent that
‘Tightly belengs to the negro race counted for
the race, the numbers und .wealth’ would ho
greater, for 8o many white negroes have left
thic negro race and are identifysng: themselves
with the white race, When;the negro ccases
to try to orgnnize *“blue vein socleties, and
accepts into his own soch\l,clmlesﬂmly thy
pure and moral and ceases to ostracize on ac-
tount of moncy, houses, lands nnd fine dress,
and recognizea true moval and Chrlstian wortht
and nct birth, then will he be recognlzed as
he desires, He must be willing to.sufler with
and for the raco a whtic longer, 1o is too
poor to draw a lne of difference between the
intetlectunl professicnal class und the workiny'
clement, Though tlie race does pay a tax'of’
$261,000,000 with a population of 10,000,000
negroes that 18 only an average of &8 centa,
and what s that compnred to the billlons of
the Cnuraslans' dollars? In 1892 up to Bept.
36 the national bank,deposits were $2,702,520,-
177 hestdes the vast wealth In real estate, ote,,
of the Caucasian, Is not the very conditjon of

i nffairs ngainst tho negro, and what mere con
i he do than resort to manual labor along. with

that,of the professions? And, too, the negro
liag @ald many u dollar on taxable property
wlint; he coes not now own. . liis love of fino
dress and show has canszed his property to
he taken from him through Luilding and tean
‘asroclutions and mortguges. - He has not yet
learned the lessons of economy. With - the
#riules, navy, the highway of travel, money,
influence, government and power in the Cau-
casjans’ hands, what can the negro do but
ta work to get his rights? He cunngt prac-
‘tlcally. demand them. The constant and ob-
‘noxious -deminnda of the persistent,- fnsolent’
gnd lmpertinent impede the race’s progress.
Thelr disllke 10 manuel lnbor keeps the ruve
w.poor one. Negro conventions for tho . pur-
poae of discussing raco prejudices, and tak-
ing no steps toward tiving right lives to over-
do mnot avcomplish
nlich goed.  The bitter and  denunciatory
specnhes do not better tho condition of nf-
fatrs. Convenlng: for the purpose of helping
the race in church, school and busiuess con-
cerns will work out for him a better condition
of awnirs in the State. Whea the negroes

- stoup enlling ccnventions under the pretanss to

eihanee race interest (but Instead prove to b2
echanes to gnin fer o few leaders political and
Government pesitions), and combine in rico
interest {t will be better, They should de-
maud the leaderz to be morally pure and
unlte fn the protection of the virtue of thelr
sans. and daughters, A low greatly in ad-
vance of public sentiment cannct be enferced,
“The administration of the law depcnds larje-
1y upan public entiment. If publle sentiment
says that the negro {5 the worst citizen, then
he will he the most ruthlessly and mercilessly
Qealth with (H1 public senttmmeht agalnst him
is changed, And though there are those who
act worsze tlian the nesro, bhut becnuse pub-
e sentbnent 18 agiinet him, and though
crroncous ideas, unsound opinlons and false
views prevall and ferm public senttment he
~must do much in order to chango public
.sentiment, M

Booker T. Washington sees as far for the
negro race ns Napoleon, dld for his peopie
when he endenvgred to insplre his soldiers to
bravery by polnting to the pyramids and say-
ing: “Iorty conturies are leoklng down upon
you." The wenl or woe of the caming negro
depends upon whether ho shall view matters
as they now are, or be misted by faise views
and amblitions, by neglecting the present
duties and while heping for a Lrighter future.
Booker T, Washington is wise when he says:
“Iet us firat take the things at hand and the
cthers will tnke eare of themselves.” Thase
who denounce Booker 7T. Washington's plans
for the future of the race do not sce ns far
aliead ag he does and neglect to reallze the
present #tatus of the negro.  Thelr favorable
conditdon catuscs them to lve abave the
masses, o they witl not stonp to view matters
ar they are. Somie ol cur leaders who' are
supperted by the masses will not gven stoop
to benefit the marsges. \While some ergue that
the iadustrial training sttt the only solu-
tion of the negro ruce problem, and that the
industrisl training of the negro has been n
progress ever sitice the landlug of the flrst
cargo of glaves In 1620, they fail to sce that,
though the ‘negroes as slaves., dld  beeome
skilled laborgrs in thelr day and time, and
many of them yet so, that the new negro s
mory skiiltul with the pen than with any tool,
bt yet can’t’ find as ready employment with
the pen ng with the tool,: The new aezro must
work or steal,  Aud if he steals all will feel
the result of his crlme.  Weo know that the
negre {8 capable of mental and spiritunl de-
velepuient--that ling been fully demenstrated—
but the actual ecnditlon calls  for manual
trufning as well. “Fie new negro has tried to
fmitate the artistle Sontherners in his disllke
to mcnial or maunnal lalor, but he has not the
means to carry out hin Qesires ag has the
avistoerat Southerner. Tho negro eannot lve
entivcly by his wits, Ilfs own race is tco poor
to suppart hlin §n this attempt and the Cau-
ceastan witl not. There {3 not a negro teach:»
or preacher for the whites In all the Sfouth,
and n very few in the.Nortlt, DBeeause a few
who bave made # suceesy In the literary fiell
and arve lving akove the masscs Ja no reason
that all er many should overcrowd the pro-
tessions, Those who give Industrin) tralning
dn not crsay to choose the place and living
for theee trafned, but leave it to their own
manly cfforts to make thefr way through life,
To cna preparved fn the hend, head and heart,
thne and cireumstances will develop his field
of fabor, The City Loard of Educatlion of
Nashville will do n laudable werk for our
boys und girls should they carry out thelr
priposed plaus of connectng with the publle
celool fystem  the  fndusteinl  departments,
Both races should concur with the plans and
purposes and lend whutever ald  they can.
The very cstablishing of ruch schoola will
dlgnify labor. The theoretical teaching of
duttes to he performed while mman warks for
man, will cnhance the cemman welfare of man
in a praetienl performuince of these dutles.
Furopean  (overnments arve laying great.
stress  on  industeinl  arts,  German  trade
schools, are devoting half cf thefr time to it,
and if the new negrees do not learn to lahor
skilfully and artfully on the foreign shoroes
will he standing skilled artisans and laborers
willing and fitted to O thelr places, Then
what will they do In thetr cally struggle for
hread? 8t Lauls, with her Polytechule lu-
bequest  of
3140, Ames to encourape
pelyiesbnfeat and terhuologieal tustruction i3
betng fostered by the Clity Bewrd of Education,
n Hridgewnter and Salem, Mas d Taledo,
0., the girls take and study an xerelse In
mechanie arts and do carpentry work s well
as do the boys,  Along wilhv the pnew system
of callsthenties, that of Delsarte, and 'the
greater oxercise of industrivl tinining and the
intelleetunl development of cur boys and girls,
the twenticth eentury will find stnlwart men
and useful women prepared to meet the varled
changes that awatt thew, The establishing of
industrinl schools throughout Tennessee will
be o “survival of the gittest,” especlally for
the negro, owlng to hls conditlon, Sul {hat
lie {8 to learn the performanco of manual nrts
to the neglect af his intelicetun) development
i85 uot the jdea, bmt to cause him to be a
better educated man by puttierg into practice
g theoretical knowledge, The hoy whe drew
the pieture of & pump when nshed to tell wlat
agunp was had a true motlon of the practle-
able, .

Slavery {8 no more.” Wo rhould bhury it.
The old negro’s cnslnvement and past a~hieve-
ments ehould not now concern us as much ag
Mg freedom and present condition. It would
be just ot wise for the Anglo-Saxons to de-
nounee George 115, cn every Fourth of July
anujvereary of Ameriean llldl‘ll(‘l!dl‘nl'\_‘ an to
always be reminding the new negre ol sluvery
and ity evils, That wili anly cheoy §
and revenge, I s gald that the monareh ,
when Charles I, was restored, dug up the
Tones of Cremwell and hung them on Tyburn
THIL 1t was not statesmanship that did this,
but maticlovs revengo und passlen. True wla-
dom would have kept hig bones in the grave,
Ieth races must kepp the passlon eof revenge
down, a8 a vital and hurtful clement in so-
clety. They should bury their mualfelouy
passions In the grave of forgeifulness whers
they will never resureect,  Slavery ng well as
prejuddice 1o cutitled to its grave. Let both
races see the hand of God in history as they
work together, and as employer or employe
1ot vach ene be cegnizant of the dutics he
owes the other and work In cemmon for the

) made by Henry

of his tutorage by the  Caucaslan  during  eommon brotherhood of men. The perplexing
wlavery, his  nepleet to Chrlstinnlzo | quesiion will then be solved, and the twentleth
him,  God's hand in history must be obierved | century will find the Anglo-Suxon and  the
by both races, beforo they will dwell to- | new negro dolng the rlght with ne  malice,

gother ns they should.

The negro 18 now shinply playhyg his part on
the historical stage.  Phyllis Wheatley ab-
eerved God's hand in slisvery, when ghe wroto
her poem, which haz becoms of world-wids
fume, Gen, Washington gaw tn tha ofghtacach
contuiry threugh Phyllls ‘Wheatley the mtugpe
prospeet of the nepro, when ho. sald  that
negeo slave glel displays the capabilities of
the race,  God wiit heiug the race all right,
though he may do so through pestilences, dis-
cases, calpmitien, pupies and wa Tho negro
a-ust paticntly work, pray and Our de-

wait
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prejudlee and revenge for past events,, and
wilt hehold liberty, cnuality and fraterpity to
be the common inheritanee of all the racey of

sarth,  Then will the "wheels' of  industry
apidly turn, and as men wmect fn the bhusy
sunrt of Qife all wiil b 25, TS e and

T, TUNNER.

huppiness, PLONEN
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