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" Street Bus Situation???

) For several months racial tension has been mouhting in
the arca served by the Ninth Street bus. igercasing hate in
the people who have looked for years to that mode of trans-
portation to the point-of explosion that will make the atom
bomb look like the average Fourth of July firecracker cele-
bration. This is not written as a suggestion—but an inevit-
‘zble prediction, unless the Capital Transportation Company
does something about it. and does it damn quick.

No right thinking person in any community wants to seej
violence in his community, or read about it in any other com-}|
inunity, but it is a certainty in Little Rock as long‘ as the
officials of the transportation company continue the employ- |
ment of\,_ low-grade-Negro-hating-uncouth-hoodlum-type to
-itive transportation buses, and pass off as a fancy their in-;
«ults and abuses to Negro passengers.

The “Tail-tucking dog type of Negro™ who was prcvalc)nt
a few years ago has just about passed off the scene. Out of
this past world’s conflict comes a new Negro. who has been
taught to expect a new deal. and one who has been trained
by the best instructors in the world to die for the principles
of democracy.

These new men did not return to American soil, the
s0il of their birth, \epkmg favors from the white man, neither-
did they return to resume the role of the inferior group,
accepting abuses, insults and dog-like treatment from any
other group. It is folloy for anybody to expect that! 1f the
white man has learned nothing from World War 11, the Negro
bas. He has learned that the practxce of superiority among'
races ends in disaster. He, himself was a partv to making
the end drastic. Uncle Sam did not train men to accept
<buses from enemies with smiles, and neither were they'
trained to see their women folks abused w1th'6ut commg to

the mstructxon given the Negro during the past four years,
rnake s know that serious trouble is inevitable unless some
wction is taken to prevent it by the offmale of the transpor- -
tation companv

What can the compan\"do" : 8 d :

i

There arc scveral apphcdt'(mb that will remeds the
situdtion.  But, What \ull the company da? l

One may offer suggestions only to be mld “It won't
work.” How does anybody know what will work until it is
tricd? Since we are the victims of a stinkina Jim-Crow _law.
it is folly for any man to expect peace and pleasant relations
as long as such a stinking piece, of legislation exists, because
the law within itself is motivated to keep America {fom be-
mg a democracy and to breed hate and disunity. There|
wre too many Southernérs of the tvpe that are runp ng our,
buses and street cars who would Lave ne others mmethod ol
showing their superioritv without (o Loy

2of Negro buv v oot e el By

©he ‘employ
from the officials when Coen rentioges, inst

drivers to deal humanely with Nemg passengers as v

passenzers wauld have no bearing with the tvpe of uncouls

upstar's, Negroes encounter-on the buses running throuch:
Ninth Street, for very few men in the south will make de-:
aands strony enough for effect to white employes in dealing
with Nugroes. The company can institute the method that
iy used successfully in Oklahoma ity

*Oklahoma City is a ¢ity of the south, infested with the
=2l stinking Jim-Crow law as Little Rock, still doesn't see !
the advizability of emploving Negroes as bus drivers, Yet.
Oklahoma City has solved a prablem saving the city of dis- |
grace. A probidm similie 10 the one we are facing today.
i the bus hine there known as No B, Fourth going into the
heavy ;)()pl{l:xu-(l ‘Nogro section, sumilar te W, _Ninth Street,
vidden mostly by Negroes, all Jnn Crow resteictions are ruled
completely out. Negroes scat'themselves in any seats avail-
«ble. Even when boarded by whites, the white sit whercver !
thy find scats, if they desire: if not they are at liberty to
stand.  This is a solution to d problemi that was headed in
the sime direction as the one here that brought bloodshed
to the little God-forsaken town of “I'ennessee. ‘

The problem is solved in Oklahoma City, and no one is
any the worse off.  Special observations were made of the
white riders who seated themselves on seats with Negroes,
and no visible signs were present of their suffering from any
Liague of inferiority, any more than the “white supr emacists”
¢i Little Rock.

Oklahoma City didn’t do this as any favor to Negroes.
It was not a Negro problem. neither an Oklahoma City prob-
lem 'but it was a pmblom of, America, brought on by the
stinkimyg Jim- Crow laws of the south designed to make the
white man feel because his face is white that he is better
than anybody else. '

If such a procedure works in Oklahoma City, it will
work here, for we feel that people of the Wonder State can
use as much judgment as people from the Sooner State.




