THE UNLOADING OF THE NEGRO.

In conversation with a gentlemn of
national standing and reputation a few
days since, attention was called to the
dearth of aotive interest and concern,
politioally. apeaking, that the Negro
was belng treated to these days,
despite hia juxtaposition, to at lesst
two of the gresat orgn.nlza‘jons.‘

Attention was called to the seeming
dislnclination on the part of the
Democratic party through Mr, Cleve-
{and, to make haste swiftly In en-
couraging a future division of the Ne
gro vote, for parly purposes, by
“recognizing’ the frantic and per-
sistent appeals for place of that
numerouns body of Negro “leaders™
who & few months ago traversed up
and down the land, proclaiming aloud
and eloquently their simon-pure De
mocracy, snd their fealty to Tarlff
Reform.

And let the truth be told, some of
the ablest men of the racs were found
and are to-day counted as members of
Democracy’s triumphant leglons, but
there we must stop, for as yet, noth-
ing farther is to be recorded.

For tho last two months the victori-
ous *‘in’s’ have been busyaund zealous
in turning the *‘rascals out,” and fll-

iog their places with—white Demo-
orats.

Tae FrEEMAN was not the least or
the laet to predict that it had great
expectations of Mr. Cleveland, rela-
tive to what would bea the breadth and
conslderation of his treatment of
those oloquent and vallant Negroes,
especially of the Northern and West-
ern states, who had proven thelr falth
by thelr works In assisting so loyally
toward his election.

But onr predictions havé not
borne fruit, and it 1s yet to be demon-
strated if they shall,

Can it be possible that both of the
big partiea have agreed between them-
selves, laying aside their partizan
hostility in the meantime, and viewlng
oach other only as white men, that
the Negro is a political nulsance and a
meénace, whether he appears as a Dem-
ocrat or Republican, azd hence must
be turned down, and hia arrogation of
being the balance of power discredited
and stultified for the future welfare of
the whites?

It is & startling thought, but to the
close observer who reads the develop-
ing racial signs of the day with a clear
uye and;without namby-pamby excuss,
thers are not wanting evidences to
sustaln it. :

Without referring to the views of
Ex-Senator Ingslle, which sty asit is
kept are shared by leading‘-white
Republicans everywhere, who lack the
courage only of their spokesman’s
convictiong, what was the object tes.
son afforded us by the late meeting
of the Rapublican Leagues and the
National Commijttee held in the city of
Louisville, Kentucky?

Between the do-nothing, silent,
“freczo out’ policy of the Democratic
programmse, and the proclaimed and
outspoken future policy of the Repub-
‘lican party, as shadowed forth in the
apeech nf Gen. Clarkeon and the reso-
lutions adopted a3 the sense of the
Losgue, thore scems to be a perfect
harmony of aim, namely, to Ignore
and set the Negro back, to the end
that he shall adjust himself as grace-
fully as it shall plesse him to do, to
the new relations it had been deter-
mined he should occapy in the future
to the ruling partles of the land.

For all Intents and purposes, as far
a3 the future consideration of the Ne.
gro 18 concerned, 28 indicated by
Clarkson’s speech and the resolutions
adepted, it might as well have been
a Democratlc gathering which met
last week in Kentucky’s capital.

Takoe for instance this excorpt from
Clarkson’s speech, the man who held
out In elcquence salt with teara but
a fow months ago, as he arrsigned the
Republican party for its mad chase
after pelf, rather than stand up
manfally for the sacred rights of life
and humanity. .

Sild Mr. Clarkson, and what a
change has come over the spirit of his
faith:

“The Republican League comes to
Kentucky to deny the charge that
there 18 a revival of sectionaliam and
the “*bloody shirt,” and to prove that
it 13 false, ,We come to savy that the
Negro question has become merged
in the larger one of equal rights of all
parties. We come to prove that th
Democratic party has so far aurren-
dered to the Republican position on
the equal rights of all parties as to ad
mit that the Negro has the right to
vote or hold offize if he will act with
the Democratic party. When the
Democratic party tlius accepts the Ne-
gro ag & voter it can no louger chal-
lenge the right of the Republican
party to do the same. Public opinion
a3 to the Negro Is rapidly dividing
The Democratic party hss ceased the
cry that he i3 an animal and not a man.
The cryof ignorance no longer holds
sgainst the Negro race alone. The
Negro of erlavery days Ia Republican.
The new Negro, like the young white
man, wiil make his own terms with
the existing political parties.””

In plaln words Mr Clarkson, turn-
1og hia back on hia more exilted at
titude of other days, and dlecoursing
with authority aa the mouthpiece and
oracle of the latter day, new fangled
Republicanism, makes haste, and'why,
to assure the gallant Kentuckiana that
the Republican party does not latend
in the future to revive the *‘bloody
shirt’” and wave it In thelr face
again,

Why this latter day haste and
change, why this vocifvrous esrnest-
nees to prove the charge ‘‘falze’ that
they intended to doso?

If there was ever a.time when the

“bloody shirt’” should have been

cursed Southland brings us the odnr
of burning tlesh, and the shrieks of
desolation and horror?

And if 1t never shoald have been
waved, what excuse can be offsred,
whas penance suffisient to undo the
visious demagogy which cansed it,
the frults of whioh bas entailed years
of peraecution snd murder upon the
decelved and trifled"'with Negrn?

Why shonld Gen. Clarkson pitch his
tent in & hostlle Damocratic city of the

lican leglons, take speclous palra ta
assure the country, I, e, the whites,
that the “Negro question’ won'd no
longer vex the earz and patience of
the people, but had become “mergen’
fato the “larger’ one of equsl rights
of *‘all parties?”

Sinte when did the *‘Negro ques-
tion,”” 2s the civiiizsd world for a
quarter century has nnderstood fit,
' become swallowed up in any quea:ion?

waved, is it not now, right now my,
masters, when every gale from the an !

Sbath, and, surrounded by kis R-pub-;

Who knows it, outside this omne
map, where s the record of it en-
tared, and by what authority dare he
proclaim it?

Ha lea, like any byse born sycophant
and varlet mizht lle, in the presence of
hls superiors, for whose smiles and
approbation ha would stamp a llbel
upon his soul to obtain.

“Equal rights of all men!” Whin-
ing subterf{oga, cowardly platitude.

Oaly the Negro, and well does this
man know {it, well does the Repablican
party know it, well does the Demo-
cratic party' know it, well doea the
civilized world know It, only the Ne-
gro In *‘frec’” (?) America has been
and is now denied his righte, and yet
this frothing demagogue prates glibly
that this great wrong 13 no longer In
the public gaze.

““Larger one!” Thers is no larger
questlon knockiog to-dsy, as it has
been for many years at the portal of
national'conscience, and as far from
settloment as evar, 23 this p'sin prop-
osltion, that the blackest man the sun
over shone upon, ahall bae as secare In
his rights as an American citizen, as
the merchant prince of Broadway, or
the blue-eyed, tlaxen halred magnale
who rides in his gilded coach on the
boulevards of tho great Fair city.

Who aver dreamed of the time when
the great Republican party through
itz authorizad spokesman would en-
deavor to exocuse or explain away Its
friendship for tho Negro, and at the
same time take 3 hand in soothing tha
rafllad ‘state of Democratis sonsitive-
nezs by the following outburst of llck-
spittle humbleness—*‘when the Demo-
oratic party thius accepta the Negro as
a voter, it can no longer challenge the
right of the Rapablican party to do
the same.””

Loglcally, suppose thé” Damocratic
party bad not allowed tha Negro “to
vote or hold offise’’ for his tralning
with that party, what then, according
to Clarkson’s servile reasouing, he
should never have voted at all. In a
word, the Republican party at this
eleventh hour, goes down on it3 knees
to Damocracy, after tirst stating that
the “bloody shirt’” should bo waved no
more, to say about thia: *“Inaamuch as:
you have found the Negro serviceable|
for voting purpoass, we haye done the!
same thing, and if you canoot blame}
yourselvea, hoyw can youn continue :o}
blame ue?” *

Gontlemen, how do you like the
speotacle, and what does it portend?

Are wa facing the parting of the
ways, as far aa the Negro and politl-
cal parties In Americs aro concerned,
or what interpretation other must we
put upon these kicks and hints, that
are belng showered thick and {ast upon
our devoted heads these days?

Has unbroken, slavish adherence to
ono party by the maases of tha race,
only brouglt us the lozleal results and
rewa-ds of such & course, and’1t so,
wha$ 13 ttc Negro’s foture line of
astion?

Certain 1t iz, there are silent forces
festering and at work within the body
polltie, comprehending the disinteg
ration of partles, the trend of organ-
fzed labor, ete , that the Negro can no
longer afford to be oblivious to, he
mast plunge in the onwatd stream, or
be left t, moulder on the bank.

Ponder well the admission of Clark.
ton, *‘the new Negro, like the young
white man, will maka his own terms
with the existing politi¢al parties.”

Rightly understood, the Repablican
party {s slmply ssylng to us, “sink or
swim, survive or perish, la the futurs
wo shall plau to win our ba‘tles with-
out you, If you assist all right, if you
withdraw {rom us all right.”

What says the colored man of the
prospact?
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