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With their presentation of S.
Randalph Edmonds trageds of
slave life, “Breeders™ at the St
Pauls Parish Hall on Dec. 3. the
St. Paul's Theatre Guild will in-
troduce a new type of Negro drama
to the Atlanta play-going pivxe.

Much criticism has been heaped
upon little theatre groups of color
which essay plays with the peasant
dialect as a medium because Tae
characters portrayed are such pu-
rile, weak and unheroic creatures
that any individual with a touch;
of race pride revolts at their very -
presentation,

The reason for this is obvious
Most of the plays of Negro life
available were those by white au-!
thors; writers who were undoubted-
iy sincere and sympathetic, but
white, 8 fault which they tnem.
selves were powerless to overcome
and one which unconsciously pro-
jected iteelf into their creations.
White authors. rezardless ot how
sympathetic they might wish to
be, could not or at least did not
make heroes out of the black pup-
pets in thcir plavs. Thelr charac-
ters were charucters of surrender:
just as Emperor Jones wd§ R sur- i
renderer: just as Jed in “Hallelu-
jah™ was a murdercr.

S. Randolph Edmonds has merc.
Iy substituted the spirit ot the con- |
querer for that of thc defeated.
The conguering spirit is manitest
in his =Breeders™” It is not con-
fined to overcoming physical ad-
versaries. It is the soul of the black :
peasants that Edmonds cxalts. !

In “Breeders® a mere slip ot u;
slave girl. rather than be given !

over to a moronistic giant to bréed
robust onrspring for the benefit ot
her owner. takes the heroic wiy
out. She answers the order of her
white overseer's demands Wwith
cternal defiance. The play. a trag-

. edy ending apparently in subserv-

ience to the insurmountable forces
of hatred and prejudice, shoWs in
that very subservience a conquering
soul in a lofty sweep of idealism.

Mr. Edmonds’ play lfts the col-
oret peasant drama out of tle
depths and places it on a heroic
planc. James D, Browne of Atllan-
ta University, a former student of
Mr. Edmonds. is directing the play.
The tragically heroic role of Ruth
is beautifully portrayed by Miss
Elcanor Blackshere. John Long,
Qucen Estiier Heard, Leroy Hasnes,
and Reginal Patrick complete the
cast.

“Breeders™ is one of the three
plays to be presented by the group
in the newly equipped little thea- :
tre of the St Paul's Parish Hall.
Prominent in the casts of the oth-
er plays that constitute the bill
are Mr. Raphsel McIver whose
standing portrayal of Agamembnon
in the Atlanta University Piayers’
recent preduction of ~Daughters of |
Atreus™ redstablished his position |
as Atlanta’s first actor. Father H.
J. C. Bowden, Miss Hazel Washing-
ton. Miss Louise Parks. Mr. Eugene
McGowen. and \r. George Flnley.
Mr, George Washington of More-
house College is acting as business .
manager for the group. The sets,
for the plays are being designoed |
:bmd executed by \r. Eugene Grigs. i
v .
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