The Negro Victory and
the Jewish Failure
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I'm scared aboul the raclal
" This is the refrain
1 hear everywhere from my
Jewlsh friends. I'm scared,
100, but frankly | am not as
worrled aboul Negrocs as 1
am aboul Jews. The
Negro community Is going
to win lts rights, however
painfully and with whatever

lic oplnlon. Jewlish erganiza-
lons excelled In these leeh-
nigues. The best lawye
the best publicists In the eld
were, In large measure, al-
tached to Jewish agencies.
State campalgns for FEPC
and olher antl-discrimination
measures were, usually,
launched out of the office of
a Jewish Ci Rela-

violence may be
The very struggle ls giving
the Hegro a sense of purpase,
something to live for — and
cven die for, U pecosary.
My concern here iy something
clse. Is the white man In
America loging his sl In
hypocrisy a3 the black man
has to clalm his humasily ea
the stroets? And, to be more
pecifie, are we American
Jews, comprising a Uny frac
tien of the while communlty,
losing our lalegrity In our
mwue e the Negro revelus

Al the risk of being lavid-

think thal Amcrican Jewry
had » hesd start ia the civil
Tighls race. In the posi Weorld
War II America, Jewlsh clvie
protective agencics were (he
bright and militant leadors of
the civil rights siruggle in
the United Slates. In thase
Says, clvil rights meant Jow-
bh righis e — In complay-
meal. Dousing.  edwcalica.
Jews mooded pretection
Corogh Lw agaian discrim.
ination. Besides. the memory
of Hilerite racism

freeh and raw in Jewlish

civil mghls struggie, coater-
ing on FEPC mcasures, was
Smmically leglslative N pat 3
promicm o streng public
stateencnts p=d ringing resstu.
Vinme Amcimmed tn whana mhe

tions Council in the slate.
With few exceptions, Jews
were [fully behind the efforts
of thelr agencics, even though
the Jewlsh agencics had
broadened their altack be-
yond anli-Semitlsm to (he
fight against raclal dlserimin.
ation Itselt,

White groups — Jews la-
cluded — are no longer the
loaders of the clvil rights
fight. Negroos are. These Ne-
£ro erganizations which in
the 1840's clung desperately
to Jewish labor and white
lideral leadership, today find
these oid allics an embarrass.
ment in many Instances,
virtually (he coemy in a few
cases. Negroes have seized
ceatrol of their own destiny.
New Negro organizations,
stressing dlrect action and
militancy, have challenged
the Negro establishment and
pushod aside (he Lradilional
while lcadership. The time-
table for Negro rights Is no
lenger scl by while agencics
or by the governmenl. It is
st by and for Negroes. In-
creaningly, Nogroes are writ.
ing o white liberal clvil
rights dovotees. In a New
England state which has been
the scene of an annual batlle
for a fair bousing law, Ncgro
lcadors in 1963 — while Ne-
gro rank-and-filers picketed
the bomes of legislstors — in-
lerrupled the state legislature
with shouling and singing
from a packed gallery,
spurncd the counsel of the
Jewish man who, at personsl
sacrifice, had led the legisla-
tve battle for several years
runaing This is the story of
communily afier community.
“Goodbye, white liberal.'”
was the theme of a militant
Negre's article In The Na-
tlan recently. It is the facl of
life in community aflcr com-
munily. And it is (he Jowish
civil rights leaders wha, sud-
denly. find themselves passed
by. doubled. and perhaps
cven condemnod by aroused
Negro leaders commilled to a
“do-lt-yoursell™ clvil rights
program.

The

pace of

Catholle In Amerlca, Th
rra:ulwnﬂnunu er Pi

L was a Cathallc secretariat

which organized the promls-

lional Conference on

the mast

tholle wives,
community like Detrolt, who
Mv: organized an Archbish.
Commillce on Integra-
lnn. nel (o pams resolutions,
bul 0 Into (he Catholi¢
churchec und gel recrults for

the simple task of moving
Negroes Inlo white nellhhnr-
paper, most Jews
are still mou liberal on race
:mn m'on Cnl;hollu But this
e Is no longer on paper.
The Church is probing Its
soul on the subject of race.
The Jewish community s In
danger of resting, (o sical a
Pphrasc, on past laurcls.
«enle the United Pres.
hylerhn huuh held s con-
l 1 ch: ll b m
racial cha mn reoccy
the delega 'Fn v:d
nwrwhtlmln ly lo daveu
$500,000 for an pro-
gram for uc al N -my. In-
tludlnf demonstrations
other forms of direct -mon
The National Councll of
Churches, represeating most
of the Protestant denomina-
Uens In the U S, is generall,

2 cautious and rather Donder!
mn structure, It Is not gives
10 boldness. At Ity 'l’rlennln

the small rural town of
lin, New Jersey, a young
iscopal pricst excommuni-
cated a member of his church
because he oh)NlM 1o attend-
ing ehutchh wilh Nuro mem~

pal (
this means !I-r mlllenlum has
come (o L‘h lly. In L]

many Chrl be-
lieve that lll mh Il a belnrd
recognition ol lhclr own
bankrupley.To (
churches are. tnemactves sl
segregated. Bul the obvious
fact is that many Christien

badm arc  opening  th
ves to the world lnd shak-
ln: off lhc clulrn of (he past.
ubl (hal the
Chrull-n cl\urﬂw‘ have
the Name. They
lhe nmn lnln.

nity,
Just a problem: it h un op-
portunily (perhaps a
onc) for rencwal.
Can this Le said of Jews?
An {llustration might help to
1i; on this. Jewish or-
their

excculive order on diserimin-
ation in housing. Finally, the
President redecmed his cam-

The
first two complaints braughl
under the new exeautivg

ior  were I‘II!IH
Je\vbll hulldrn who ad-
milted o racial discrimina-
tion,
fair housing laws In New
York Cily and clsewhere In

the Nnnl- But a high
IIM of the llum Ilndrrﬁwl
New  York

whose profils m.- l-uencd by
the most reprehensible renl-
gougirg, are Jews — some-
limes n|muble¢ members of
ges. In

events has been too fast for
the Jewish community. His-
lory is sweeping pasl, with
new Negro leaders st ils
voriex. Legislation Is no’lang-
er (he key, despite the
claborate and rituslistic cha-
rade played out In the Unlted
States Senate. Civil rights is
no loager a remole. abstract
social goal. IL is connected to
direct sction — marching In
the streels, demonsiraling
at the church, sitting In,
kneellng in. bay-colling
and picketing. What Jewish
sgencics  arc  prepared 1o
sponsor lhcse? Those im-
passioned Jews who fecl im-
pelled (o such dircct action
hie themsclves to CORE and
the NAACP, not fo the Jew-
ish delense agencics or the
synagogue. Jewish organiza-
tions are still In the stance of
resolution-passing and  ser-
mon-making. But these things
arc now loo lillle and loo
late. As a Jowish community,
we are cntrapped In the old
lechnigues. which were once
dynamic and creative, and
which are rapldly becoming
Irrelevant, If not hypocritical,
In the changing scene.

Jews started ahead, but we
have stayed where we were.
The trouble Is that others sre
now rushing past us. And It s
not only the Negroes whose
sngry forward burst ([re-
quently seems lo climb over
our backs, flattening us in the
midst of the parade. Increas-
Ingly, Catholics and Protes-
tants, most of whom were
late starters and many of
whom weren't even In the
race untll recently, sre mov-
Ing past us. The late Pope
Joha disenthralled the Roman

Wisstiaippt, there are scuve
synagoguc members who Iuv:
constituled themselves an un-

of natianal Jewlsh organiza.
tlons. A few ycars ago, one o
this group publishcd 8
phiet whase purpose

e the southern rl:ilu

s
(hat Judalsm fully wpproves
of raclal scgregailon. Have
eny per; N eX-
com: ted? No, we do not

rave of cxcommunication.
'c are much too lom-
loving and sophisticated for
such sanctions, The result is
that, in prectical terms, to be
a Jew mcans merely that one
not converted (o Chm-
tlanity, and (0 be & syna
Jew means only that one p-yn
his ducs to & tem)|
While Jews continue o
speak and (o vole as liberals,
Jows arc aboul like every-
body else when it comes (o
cancrete behavior on nelnl
matters. Of course, Jews

not likel. ln lmn ln vlclcncl
#gainst North or
Samh \Vhle lomo Jew- in
the South have belonged lo

White Citizens Councils, such
cxlrcml-m is generally
ywned upon by thelr co-re-
lulnnhu Bul the personal
mmitment of those few
Jows, rabbls snd laymen, who
ha gnnr Inlo the South as
Precdom iders or who h-vo
participated in similgr dem.
omlrlllem or plckelln in nu
North Is also frowne
as e lrcm sm” by many
Jews 2nd nol only loulhern
Jews. Sophisticated Jewish
le-dcn ﬂ“en dismiss the
e (recdom-riding

congregan

£
to know,

Tl lo do tha
that to do wllh his mlnlury!
What right did ehll‘to

lllll? loehl pl.lon Is & dus-
t Jews.

Pas-
| rom uu ul it Is usu-
Illy lﬂlnllad r o condescend-
; passion put lo actlon
A l.mluum,
The unspok pulsion of
Amllrlcun .hwry I- w “play It

tcrious thought to standards

for membership and leader-

ship. Bul the ga ween

pm(annn and practice s mll
Indecd.

m;roo mlny nbbll nu L«
vnluu'-nd .hoddy u
r

pecta-
tions of the 4 and
the vulgar emlnnmem

The ul rmluuw ol
our time Is ol now be| which asserts Iuself In (he
nln‘ to .y..k. m. Am,‘ﬂn panoply of fund-raising snd
unily from its Public relations. In 5
mmuy mm- quo patltion, ~ Most rabbis 'm;fv long -|n::
o 1
qu dropouls, unemploy- csutions of thelr :ontr' ants;
rwerly lluml p.:d the wha refused 1o ba
Blnck usli ﬂtrkl. rcﬂcellnz the senil-
thi :‘;”m Joe. ";' 'I:p':fh “" denornllulnr Y?:?‘h::m(mr
at Jews, ¢ -
arrying thelr syn- O Py their o

agogucs on thelr backs, have
long si: fled from (hese
seamy problems lo Ihc nir-
vuu of monochramatic h em-

congregants. Frw have main.
Wined their consclonces un-
:nhcd Monmwmndumir

enized
U middle'and upper-middlo
claus reaches of suburbia. Tn
few Jews who have lii
In the old ml|hb¢t)u:= in-
clude uhopkn ers, pawn-
broke ndlords who
galn lhllr livellhood l
raclal minority 1 ﬁ'
%emlo:l’: lmpll:u n these v

Nex: T more
lhl ﬂlrrlnl Jewlsh clvil
rights resolutions combl

o fact that Negroes don't
ike secn by most Jnu
Illud

A

very least.

"‘R muhly. ll Is noll the
o

Jewlsh herlll ! whleh lht

Jewish atlitudes in Amevlu

L Is, for (he most parl,
mldlunm status values of

e
An lnlelll-
gent Jewlsh nun in s West.

ler communlly symbol:
fzes many of us when
encd Ina momml o( I-unyl.

alw

1 lllll m l'vc bulltnd in
1 sull do. 1 sul-

ler wnen l "ld bout Blrm.

Iy scared In the fhy‘
ground. 1 think the academic
standal n the s
golng down, Well, o1
wanl It. Why do my kld) and
1 have to sulfer? Do we have
to pay the price for the mis-
:nku of a previous gencra-
fon?"

The mwer is yes. We do,
Chrl and Jews allk
We lVI ln pay It In terms
of len on end conflicl. We
have pay It In terms of
rlnlul soclal chenge. We
ave to make some sacrifices

Tave 10 (ako

must run to
vllhll as humln beings. But

h {s that most
to pay Y the

-'m lrc unwlllln
0 sacrifice.

rice or (o make

sh security
with the dclllny of the Amer-

iran Negro — l | c are not
free, we will nes uxuvc.
In the long I\l I bro-
mide is truc. For Ihe (ndmd-
ual Jew right now, however,
the oppasite seems Lo be true,

l.l l Jewlsh merchant in Jack-

Mississippl. Is asked to
dm:relne his lunch counter,
he hai he docs so

y. ew
bulldev Is nlu:d lo integrate
his project in & community
rhen residential segrogation

!

security, Il K.A.M. Temple in
ur :null‘ persists
rhood

n staying in
m which lhnv racial cn-n:e
has long since hiencd
most other syna oluu into

themselves. Some h-vc -b-

n an
enlightened northern commu-
nity, has been in a strife-torn
‘culhem tommunlly lor lu;
years, s
wouldn't rllk lhe hllr on the
head of onc Jow [or the lives
o! - thousand Negroes.
rocs down hen are not
n-dy lor freedom.” He Is an
extreme case. But the rabbl
In Greensboro, North Caro-
lina, who publicly ldentified
himself with the Negro dem-
onstratlons In his own com-

munllr and spoke at U
ro rally for integration
s an cxtreme case, too. Most

southern  rabbis
where In between. Soul

Jewry (s a small eommunll{
but It has Ilm a negligible
role as a h community
In Il\a rl:lal crllll of IM

ln lho North, Jews con-
tinue ta affirm Negro rights
In gencral bul Il\ﬂtlllll:’(
shrink from the harsh real-
Ities of Implementation. Jew-
Ish agencies In New York
speak out against de faclo
scgregation In the schools —

not merely for equality, but
for nn‘lnmllnl trestment In
order to compensate for gon=
erations of dcrvlvlllml Thus,

he Nel ngly
onomic -nd status
|hrun 10 the Jew. ewl
restaurant owner I rlem
conferred with Negro lnncn
‘who had demonstrated against
him. He pointed out that most
of his employces were Negro,
what clse could they de-
mand® The answer was blunt:
get out of Harlem. Wc don't
‘want only Jol
Your prodta. Yeu wilt. lea
four restaurant to your
0 (0 our peevlc.

Isn’t lllll reverse racism?® de-
manded the (rusirated owner.
Well, was the reply. could our
people open a l'ﬂfl‘ on Ave-
nuc U In Brookly

Of course,

Iiu- nld Jewish

ings arc always lender. It
perhaps mare lm‘mnlnl (but
so much harder) 1o under-
stand than (o clobber. We l
not really ax u-nm-

appearance as Amer|

successful mlnonly roup
would suggl We rense a
rescrvoir

of nt 1l 1 bes
ncath the seemingly  solid
round on which we stand,

n- s &l
obsession In the s«mh—eu‘n
while we ghetloize ourselves
and huddlic together for emo-
Iwn.l warmih. ause

y Joews gol oul on the
ﬂrlnx lines {nr Negro rig

many ycars ago, lhere s

an

feeing to the suburbs, it
taking a re
risk, The Jewl Ilh community

afrems civil rights in princi-
ple wm- few ex«auom itls
1o toke the risks

d znﬂen necessa
imrlum-nl them in
nizations,
eludln[ lyn- ogucs. produce
0o m: iers who do not
lnd. 1'ne are selecied on the
basis of l ucnce, personality,
and & busincss head,
#nd nol nn the basis of Jew-
Ish knowledge. commitment,
character or plety. Permis:
nlvem.-n Is st once the bles-

and ‘he bane of Jtvm
lllz in America. Onc docs
have to envy the -ulhor(un-
anlsm of lhv Roman Catholic

urch to deery the excessive
uﬂennu ol Jewish life. Any-
lhln! ocs. There are no
standards (uf lynue(uc
members|

to the nlf Mnu Amel(e-n
Couacll for Judaism, glory in
athelsm and his llnonnee of
Judalsm, and make one’s
Inz By ignoble meuu No
He has onl y
hh dun in the temple l he
has as much right there ll
any! mocracy
been unlcd to the polnt ol
chaos. And the standards for
lndcnhlp are not much bet-
han those for member-
lhlp. Ave there no lines to be
drawn’ No standard

very w s jonomous.

it any wonder um national
zations find
themselves orced Into
-mnunu of llu lowest c«mu-

ldm“l"pullu | troversy"?
ical con!
Did bo ot stir up anti-Semit~

. noll of hope In m- fact that
we are now at least giv

Impulse 1o run for cover now
lhn the long and grinding

helm to cxplain our present
posture, Bul nene of this
Justifies it.

The raclal ardeal is testing
the Integrity of religious faith,
1L is testing Jew
not have that opj
The Negro s noncihe

ro an
Semitism as an excuse for In-
action. We cannal delude ours
sclves Inta thinking that our
smuR mhurhc will ride out
the tornadn of racial change
wnlpplng u\rou(h the world.
They wot

Is it qumk l« expect
American Joews (o bhe dil-
ferent (rom c\ennne else,
rise above the level of a sick
American culture, and to

uakers do for warld peac
rhaps it {s. But l( that
the casc, we should be mao!

honest  with nurlch'ci
should stol Iullinl about the
mission of . We should

dren of One God
stop preachin sermans at
each other and al America.
We should cleanse aur prayer
wards ke
brotherhood

And  we
sho ld mw pmcndlna 1o be
Jaws,

Ilnnl hnw Inn: llllu- ol
of



