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What Is the New Negro?

{From Christian Recorder)
VERY now and then we hear some one talk about

2 “The New Negro.”

Undoubtedly there is a “New Negro”—in the-
making, if not in lctualitf'.
old

ask first what was the

What is he?
Negro?

Rather let us
The old Negro was

a slave, dependent upon the white people for -his fcod
and his thinking. Because he was a slave and dependent
for his food and his thinking, his occu'pnticns‘and his edu-
cation were limited to the white man’s whim.

When Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proc-
lamation, he made possible a New Negro—a iree Negro.
But freedom was not entirely new to the Negro, as there
were in 1860 some half million free Negroes,

To our way of thinking tho
New Negro, {2 there is such, 13
a free Negro, dependent upun
lhimselt for hiy food and think-
ing—a Negro who has the {deal
ot a spiritually and economi-
cally independent group work-
Ing in harmony with and Deing
a part of the larger American
mroup. who has thrown off the
slave spirit,

Tho New Negro is possessed
of a new spirit,

As DBilshop Hansom sald In
hils recent specch here ths
thing which oppresses the
Negro is the spirit of slavery
in the Nogro and not the white
people. And what the Negro
needs is o new apirit ot free-
dom, of manhood, of independ-:
ence. Now getting a diploma
from sovine university does not
necesgarily giva one & new
spint.  We know many con-
celtmd Negrowa who have been
~0 puffed up hy a diploma that
they think they are better than
all other Negroes, #and thelr
chlef grievance wkeems to ba
thut the whita peopla won't’
areept them as social equals.
‘Fitey don't caraa rapabnut the
riiew, and ara rorry they are
iontified with {t. Nearly avery
lirge community has a few of
these.  Their spirit s the
st ol spivit of  slavery
w here the housemaid thought
~he was better than all other
Negroes and dispised them and
wirrre the mulatto concubine’s
only regret was that she way
Jot white.

Again thers are Negroos who
sg2k to impress white peopla
to Re' donations from them for
the great work of “uplift” they
are  accomplishing among
1heir “Jdpowntrodden race.”
And every move ther make is
1o keep in the cood graces of
and on the payvrell of some 1ich
wilte  copte. ‘Ihese parasites
are zot new Negrnes.!” They
aro a new edition of the oid
time clave Negro. The New
Nozra is a Negro who balieves
in WMmee.f as a child of God. a
broher ta 4l men and who {4
striving Aas best h2 ean 1o
redlize that LrotherLooad by do-
ina his part - he has heen horn
azain, and no lonzer has the
spirit of slaveyy,

181, He bLelieves (n self.eyn.
port --tle supposts hia family:
aml helps to build a foundaiion
fior racial setf-sapport, Ta do
this, he helinves i1 18 not only
tecosaary to talk Crace pride”
but teo act 1. llenee he buys
ftom o Nearo geoeer wheravep
e can: he goes to 2 Negro
church; he puta his money in a
Nocro hank: he has fnsurance
in 4 Nezro insuranca  ecom-
pany: he acts race pride. Now
this Negro may ant ha an "\
" fram Yate or Prineeton or
Calminbfa, but e {s new, And
v by his kind will the Negro
cear eome 10 seif-stipport and
cutn oa place In the sun. Talk
won't do tire work,

2 The New Nep*n it a
nianeer for hiz  people, The
oYl Nraro lonks for sure sup-
part,  Fie has the spirit of the
lave, 17w may boast of lie
high education, but lie {a not
1nting anv chances of making
a lving, That's the “‘old™ siave
Negro. Rut the new Nexro
lannches  out  into huginege,
iTle may fail and the “old™
Nexzro may laugh at him.) The

New Nogro encourages the
ploneer {n other limes. He {3
willlnk to “take a chance” to
build for the future. The
splendid businesses we hLave,
bullt up largely by quiet de-
termined ploneers, were bullt
by “New Negroea.” Ws ltke to
thiok of John Merrick of North
Carolina as a “New Negro.”
Mir. Meorriek wolild have resent-
ed the term. For the “educai-
ed” Negroes who are doing
nothing had appropriated It,
But while Merrick bad Iittle
cducation. he had the mnew
spirtt. He was a ploneer. He
saw the possibilities of the tu-
ture; he was williog to take
the risk. He did so. He suc-
ceeded, and the  wonderful
North Carnlina Mutual is the
result. He was supported by
New Negroes, some of them
“educated,” moat of them un-
educated, but all of them dborn
of new sapirit.

3. The New Negro thinks
straight. Because he is born
of the new spirit ol freedom, he
iy determined to have treedom
fn alt its phases. He {s willing
to hear all lts responsibllities.
Ite wants all of ita privileges.
tHe rcfunes to belteve he is dif-
ferent from or inferior to any
nther of God's chiidren. But
he {8 not ralsiig too big a row
abour {1. He {2 like a liitie
brother at ten, who knows he
is potentially equal to his broth-
er of 15 but he can't whip him,
fut he also knows that {f he
studies hard, works and de-
velops himself, the time will
come when he will be actually
equal to the colder brother {n
every raspect. But he will not
csecure that equality by talk.
bur work.

The New' Negro bziieves in
Giod. - He may be gradualiy
changing his theology. 1t is
perhans wise that Ge should.
But he bhelleves in God.
hundred years ago A New
Negro walked out of £t
(te~rge'a Church, Philadelphia. .
and preferred to worship in an
old hlacksmith shop which wan
hough* by dblask people than in
a fina housn for which- he did
rot vav, e brlieved that self-
cuppart is af Gorl. A hundred
voars have pacaed and the in-
fluencn of Richard Allen stiil
perciste,  Tle dld not yield one
inch. H{o hetteved that God was
the father of all and ali nre
rocatly Hie  ehfldren. This
meant equality in privileze and
rovality in responsinflitv, And
this chyrel has attracte:l more
“prw  Negroes than  any
chiarch  supported  {rown the

‘charity of white people.

The New Negra has a new
spirit, mot necessarily a diplo-
ma, & white collar, a salary
ferom charity organization—he
believes in God anid liimself
and his future and i3 lard ut
work.
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