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CONTINUEL FPROMN PAGE £1

Harlem Neprocs did ao like the Cor
ton Club. Nor did Harlem like the
growing influx of whiles after sun-
down, Ronding the little cabarets and
bars where [ormerly only colored peo-
ple laughed and sang, and getting the
best tables s0 as te it and stare smiling
a2t the Megro customers as if watching
animals iu a woo

Some of the Harlem clulbs, failing 1o
realize that their coloted  customers
were a large part of their atractive
ness to whites, made the gricvous ce-
tor of barring their own race, after
the manner of the Cotton Club, Mast
of these guickly [olded up, especially
the stnaller ones which had no big Doce
shows or namie bands and therefore,
without  hlack  patronage, were not
amusig at all,

A few, however, had people like the
singing pianist, Gladys Dentlsv, who
was samething worth discovening in
rthose davs belore she gor famons and
goquired an accompanist, For two o
throe anmazing years, Miss Tenrley sar
al a bhig piane from ten unul dawn
plaviog and singing songs like “The
5L James Tnfirmary” with scarcely a
breake between the notes, sliding from
one song e another, with a powerful
and continoons underbeat of junple
thythm, Sl was an amazing exhibi-
tion of musical cnorgy—a large, dark,
mtasculine lady whose feor pounded i
floar while her Oogers pounded the
kevboard—a perfect piece of African
scolpture animiaced by her own rhythm,

But with success, she left the piang,
began tno sing with an accompanist, be
came 3@ star, moved to oo larger place,
then downtown, then o ITollywond,
The old magic of the woman and the
piano and e night and the rhythm
being one is gone. Lors of fne things
in Harlem: night life have disappearcd
simce it became uegrly commnercial and
planned  for the downmown  tourisl
trade, and therelore doll

All of ws know rhar the pay and
sparkling life of the socalled MNegro
Benaissance  was not 5o pay and
sparkling bencath the surface s it
looked. Carl Van Vechren, in the char
acter of Byrow in Negper Ileaven, cap-
twred some of the bierness and
frustration of lerary  ITarlem  that
Wallace Thurman later so eflecuvely
poured it lus fefants of the Spring—
the only nowel by a Negro sbout thar
fantastic period.

It wazs a period when, at alrose
every Harlem wppercrust dance or
party, vou would be introdoced o
various  distmguished  white  guests;
when almost any Harlem Negro of
any social importance ar all could
speak casually of Heywood or George,
telerring to Ieywood Broun or George
Gershwing when  local wnd  visiting
rovally were not at all uncommon in
Harlem: when the paries of A'T.eha
Walker, rhe Wegro heircss, were filled
with puests whose names wonld rurn
any Mordic social climber preen with
envy; when Harold Tackman, a hand-
some young Harlem schoolteacher of
modest means, conld calmly announce
thar he was sailing [or the Riviera ro
attend Princess Murar's vachting party;
when at least one charming colored
chorus girl, amber cnough 1o pass Tor
a Latin-American, was living in the
Bitz Tower with all her bills paid by
a mice white gentleman whose name
was banker's magic oo Wall Streer:
wlen every senson there was at least
ane hit play with a MNegro cast; when
books by Negro authors were Leing
published with much more frequency
and publicicy than ever belore, ar
since; when white wrilers wrate ahaut
Megroos more successfully  (conuner-
cially speaking) than Negross did

&

RHEST

An old Dutch painting and 18th century faience stoves from the Hearst Collection
In a foyer décor by McMillen, Inc., designed for an International Studis Art Cor-
poratien exhibitian. The walls are gray with taupe borders, niches blue-green, floar
marbleized green. From July T4th through August 30th the gallery will show
Greek and Reman sculpture and antique ornaments suitable for modeorn gardens

WHEN UPTOWN WAS IN VOGUE

zbout themselves; it was the perind
(xod help us!) when Ethel Barrymors
appeated in blackface in Scarier Sireer
My,

Some MNegroes thought the millen-
ninm had come. They thought the race
problet had at last been salved through
Art plus Gladys Beoiley, They were
sure the New Negro would lead o new
life from then on in green pastures of
wlerance created by Countes Cullen,
Snakehips, Tithel Waters, Claude Me
Kay, Duke Ellinglon, Tojangles, and
Alain Lucke. T don't know wlat made
rhem think tlul excepe that they were
mostly intellecrals, ‘Lhe ordinary Ne
grocs Lade’t heard of the MNesro
Rennizmance, and if they bad, it hadn'r
rafsed their wages any. As for all thoss
white folks in the spenkensics and
nighteluls—well, mavbe a colored man
could find romie place to have a drink
tiat the rourists hadn’t yet discavered,
Chedinary MNegroes wanted to pray and
drink, at least, in peace,

r'I'"HF.\' it was that howseront pariies

began 1o Hourish—oor alwavs o
raise the rent, bul, a5 offen as nol o
have a gerrogether where von could
do the black bottam with o Nordics
Lebind vou trving w o do 3t roo, Tle
Samrday nsght renr partics were often
more  arusitg than any  nigheluh,
They were given in swall aparrments
where God knows wha lived—becanse
the goests scldom did e where the
piano would often be augmented by
a guitar, or an odd cornet, or sooebody
with 2 pair of drums walking in off
the street. And where awlul bootleg
whiskey and good [ried fish or steam
ing chitterlings were sold very cheap,

These partice—often termed  whist
partics or dances—were wsually an-
nounced by cards stuck in che prilling
of Harlem aparomenchouse elevators,
Almost every Sstureay night, when-
cver 1 wos in Harlers, T went o a
house-rent. party. Swell people went:
ladies” maids and truck drivers, laun
dry workers and shocshine hoys, seam-
siresses and  porters. [ owrote los of
poems zboul house-rent parties in my
youth, and ate thereat many a fried
fish and pig’s foor—with [iquid re.
[reshmenrs on the side. T ean sl hear

the musie in wy ears and fool the Ooor
shaking as the dancers dunced. Heyl
Hey! o o . Hey: lawdy, mamal . . .
ITev! Hey!

There were also in those days of the
late 19205 a great many fashionable
parlies, in Harlem and oot w which
various members of the New Negro
gronp of writers were invited. These
parties, when given by importam Har
lemites (o¢ by Carl Van Vechren),
were Teported in [ull in the socicry
pages of the ITarlen press, but best in
the sparkling Harlemese of Geraldyn
Diizmond, who wrote for The fatersiaie
Fatfer, On one of Taylor Gordon's
ficstus she reports as follows:

"What a coowd! ANl classes and
colors met face to face, wliraaristocrats,
Bomrgeols, Comununists, Park Avenuers
walore, bookers, publishers, Troadway
celehs, and  Harlemites were giving
each other the once over. The social
revolution was on. And  yes, Lady
Nancy Cunard was there all in black
{shie would) with 12 of her grand
bracelers. . . . And was the cntertain
ment on the up and up! Tnto swell
dance music was injected African drums
thal played havee with blond pressure,
Timmyy Draniels sang his gigolo hits,
Cius Simons, the Harlem crocncr, made
the River Stay Away From THs Door
and the Tayler bimself brought oue
everything from ‘Hot Doy’ o ‘Brave’
when he made high C!7

A'Lelin Walker was the then greas
Marlemn  party giver, although  Mrs
Bernia  Austn fell boe lictle behind,
wad al the Seventh Avenue apartment
ob Jessie Fausel, literary soirdes with
much postry and but Hide e drink
were the order of rhe dav, The same
was true of Lillian Alsxanders, where
the older dntellecruals gathered, And
alswe at Dr. E. P. Rohort's,

A'Lelia Wialker, however, hig-hearted,
might-dark  hairsraightening  heiress,
made no precense at being intelleciual
or cxclusive. At her athomes Negre
poets and Negro nomberbankers min-
gled with downrown posts and brokers.
Crountee Cullen would be there and
Witter Thynner, Tavlor Gordon, and
Muricl Draper, Nora Holt and Carl
Vau Vechten, Andy Rexaf and Aaron
Copeland, The Walker apartment held

Town & C

perbaps 2 huondred  people
usaally msued  several huan
rations. Unless you went e
wias no possible wav of
Entrance, lobby, steps, hal
spartment were a milling er
ey say, sorne roval persona;
a Srandinavian prince. 1 s
L:is equercy saw no way of o
theough the crowd, o wore
into A'Lelia Walker thar Hi:
the Prince was waiting witho
sent word back thar she saw

geting TTis Highness in, nor
herself oot oul, bat she niforn
refreshments dewnstairs Lo L

ATelia Walker was 4

Annaxon inoa silver terban.
ervn house 1in New Yook
aparbnent where she preferre
and 2 counlry mansion at

on theFudsen  will pipe
grams each morming ta oaw
guests gently, Her morher
aical fortune from the Madal
Flair Straightening processes -
wiarked wonders an unrualy
in the early 1900s—uand snill
daughier wsed muoch of thar
fun. She was the oy goddes
lom's 14

1., Juex A'leila Walker

193] slie had @ grand f
wvilation only, But, just a
partics, 4 gresl many more |
bad heen issued than the sinc
clusive Seventh Avenue fune
could provide for. Hours L
funcral, the strest in fronr o
dertaker’s chapel was crow
daars were not apened nntil 1
arrived—and  the  cortége
When it came, there wl
enough family meuorners, a
and honorary pallbearcrs in
cession to Ol the room, plog
sentabives of the various Walk
parlors throughout the coun
there were still hundreds
outside waving in vain their
graved invitations,

Chrce the last honorary p
had marched in, there was
erush ut the doors, Muricl
Rira Romlly, aod 1 wers ar
fortuiute few to achicve an
We were startled w find 1
statclig over A'Lelia’s silver
was rruly an wnaeing lusion
ume The Green Pastures wi
height of its Laene, and thare
Lawd in rhe person of Rev. F
Pawell, & Harlermn minister wl
exactly like Richard B. Harris
Fanous réls in the play, (He
offered the part of De Law
mation plclure version.)

Soft music played and it
soletrn. When we were scatec
chapel became dead silent, T
saic, “The four Tiom Bons
sing” A mightelub quarteite
often peclormed at A'Lelia”
arose and sang Moel Coward's
You Again” and they swung
Iy, as she might have Tiked |
a grand tuneral and very muo
party, Mrs. Marv Mcleod
spoke in that grear deep voice
as only she can speak. She rec
poor mother of ALelia Wall
clathes, who had labored to L
gilt of benuty to Negro wao
and had tanght them the care
skin and their hair and had I
grear busitess and a great fo
the pride and glory of the Ne
—and then had given a1l thi
daughter, A'Lelia.

Then a pocm of mine was
Edward Perry and the girls §
Walker Beaury Shops Taid thel
an the bier.

Thar was really the end of
times of the New Negro cra
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- TALES OF A TRAVELER

madly into
the surf

Hera gt The Traymara, the daily dip
[z ¢itra enjoyable —with a special
elevator that whisks you direcfly to
and fram zeur rgom. The Lido Beach
itself hias a noticeable air of peacaful
detachmeni: Colorfukcahanas, of-
course—and a dining cabana to keep
wou beached {or the whole day. Spa-
¢iows Fooms in which you sleep liie
a babe. It's liing like 2 king at rates
mazt people agrea e most modera [
from B6 daTly European, $5wlih meals.

Large and comforkabie sutsice rooms
with hotand cold resh and salt watar
halhs, delicioiws food skiliflly prepared’
ard appetizingly served, brosd sup
decks fronting the oceap, beach cab-
anas, bathing direct fram your room,
Cacktail Loungs il Gentlemen's Gritl,
dencing and Musi in the Pakiy del Sol
, 2 Stratozpher: Roem, Health Batps,

.. Lruise Ashore at Tf:l_ﬂ

- TRAYMORE

on the Boardwalk
ATLANTIC CITY

T Boemaett B Towsley, Generod Mauager

she ®was 0 Wegro wacher of Trench
and Spanish who later gof & leawe of

Tnin's al in The Chreon Postures.

Doce when Mro Van Vechen gave
4 hon voyage party on the Prlpee of
Wales Snite aboard the Cunarder on
which he was sailing, as the champagne
Amazred], Wara Holr, the scnillafing
Megro Wonde from Mevaedn aod cuter
taner de loze, mng a ribald diny
celledd, “By Thddy Rocls Mo Wilh
One Seady Boll™ Az she censed, a
welbbnesn Mew York matron ered
costalieally witls tears in Lee eyps, “hw
dear! OL, my deart How beguriiully
you sing Mo spiritels)

Carl ¥on Veclien snaved alowr 611
ing glasses uel plaving bost with e
aecatest of most oL bz pertics, while hig
any wife, Fanin Marinod, Tooking =l
ways very protty snd very gay, when
the: cvening grewr late woold sometiees
ks M Vau Verfton severely to task
for Lis doinking—betore bidding rhe
reminlng guesrts gooduight ang roie-
i her bed.

Mow Mr. Ven Voduen has ontirely
given op drinkieg {as well as writion
hooks und sraking clmretes) in Javar
of phorepraghy. Altacrgl hiz partis
are sl gaily Yauld for rhase who wish,
it, he tumscll is soher as o judge, bl
ot soosslenn,

Firw seweral vears, he gave an goooal
birehuday portyr for uraes Weldon Jahn.
son, Afred AL Knopd, |22 andd ipascll
foo iheir Mirthdags fo11 on the same
day. At the s of these patics, the
vear before Mr. Johmson Gled, om the
Van Vechien taple there were e
cakes, one el one wlhike, ard ounc

-ales, They hopored @ Centilz, & Begra,

und & Jew—riends and Ieflow Amer
oo

HAm.FM likes spectaclos, £n Snndgy

aftermaons i dhe soring, when Lthe
ludyes have deic mTnau, iU s good
e stand oo the cuth and hear the
bands play aud som thc women pass.u
theie white ropalic with swringlor poe
ple caprs, precsded b othe brothers o
upilorrre witl lows swords ar their
siddes-gpd featherad hclmes, or cloe o
higle liabs, spats, wred’ cutaway concs.
Cnee: Rose MeClondon and 7 s such
a lodge parade with a7 alislting Sand
lending the processdor, vieline snd
tmandofias and bonjor and  puicacs
Playing in the stoel Toowas WLdlling
awd the music was grand

Sine albuet ol Harlemites work in
the daytime, meuny of the Harlem foe
nenpls ke’ place at nighs go thal 1=
[rieads »nd-lodyge brothers of the de-
r:i:ns:df]:l:ﬂ}-. atberd, Sorukiimes 1t cleven
at wight sous henr 2 Funersl rmarel
filing the air on Sovenih Avcnus,

The Florcgee Mill: funeral was oo
1 Sundwilafernecn. The prosesson
was hematificl with die choros grirls
from Ler shome marching all in grar,
atd a0 airplane rolcasing Aocks of
blackbiads owverficac.

Thy Cerrnrze Cullen wedding was
aunther  spectacle that had  Harfem
talkdng for -2 Joug cne—ibe wodding
ol the"leading lvric poer of the o
are Remaissance to the dwrghter of
the leading old-puard Nearo wirar,
Yolumle ThiBotw, Tt was rthe sodul-
literary event of the aceson, and rerie
society. (T was a0 vsher by virtue of
bring u poecd I waz an Baserrime
werlding, Lels gt dusk #n the clorch
pastored by Covuter Cnilar’s farhor—
wne nf de largest Newro charrcles in

the woeld, bot it dide’t bepin we hold

the cewd, The first loor was gives

oeer o thess with engtaved fnvite.

aheenoe from her school wark o play | -

WHIN UPTOWN WAS IN VOGUE

v CONTLINUED ¥FHOM PAGE AR

livrs, the balemy to e geacral publi
and benh were packed 1o cimmcity.
The bride had Leer teaching in
Baltimwore, and her  bridesmaids alt
ermz froen Marvland in s spedal L
leokdug very charming and pretty. 1
thdn™ 0% aoenit of wily 80 1 had to
vent one Te the rentad shop e s
leoked  blick, bat ooce autside, f:
lnaked & msty green, T Lelr verw selt
COLECIENTS I o groch rented paveniship
drens suiL Bt | newortheles; clrjeryesr
belng in the wedding.

T the waning dess of the New M-
g7 Remalssance, o the sapue chirch
where air leading poet wg rarried,
there oveurred a serics of the wet
armazing vovivals ever seen in HarTeie-
comdieeed e the Few, T, Becron, Rev,
Bostun  filled the huge church—be.
camsc he gove 1 ghod show. e Lad 5
sl jazz Land playing Jaech mesic
in syncopared e’

They hagau o play early in the ove-
oing so that the comgrogation would
L2 in a geod mood by the te Rew.
Ti=ston lirmseld arrved, Alentt pine in
& lung cor wirh livened chapffeor 2ol
2 lighivd mross oo the hood Rev, Rec
Low wonld appear with two valers, He
would enter the chureh by the side
duar and, without [ooking @ the ripht
ar Lzl pineced srewipht wothe dar in
bz Jong bleek overoomr, He womdd
comie forerard io the edge of the plar
lurrn and, in foll wfew of the aurdicnoe,
sleadly coirmounicate wih God, epes
sbarr e head back, for pechape [
Tainuies, Then he would open his eyes
snd sae ferventdy, 1 comldu’l wair we
couumme with God! Oh nol Boends,
T conded’t waigl®

Then one velar would step forward
end iele biz Lal Rz eoul and his
whvees; ke second wonld Twad Rim a
nandberchizl. Then he  weonld: mke
chargs of e scevice, whivh wenld i)
on vmail meidiight, welid intcrvals of
preaclivg and praying broken only by
Laving he audiencs re o fine or m
drnonsoats who were Clicisidans il
wlo wore gduns, or o parede 1w the
alrar aud put duwn thelr inemey,

Bev. Tecton, T Soughi, was a vey
Yl preacher, ruusing badk and forlh
avross The plaitomny, tooarhiog fuenities
and whisdirg for God, bul he could
gk people shomt, peverthodess. And
iz siirring thythms of his cxecllent
#nsnal swing bend wonld vanse many
to oike and, dence i the oisles [or jore,

A great puny white penzle cans 1
et Bimeopar on iy shew amed
churches wnvwhere in the Fast for
Mwmle egoiysh to have bim grace their
roguns for g twenrh T ar. ben wore
sire oo come ont of e red Por, be

‘Ades the collecdons =t ths alwe, Kew. .

Bern ad an envelope systend called
rhe Cowmsenrated Dlirme—a 1 lHme a: Dy
Lor God, And svory Sunday e wonld
give ont his covelopes, Aad every Sun
ey following Lo woold collest hup-
dreds of them Jremn the past werk, such
with, (¢ therein, from the poop werk-
ey mwen ard women who made EiT)
the buli of his cougremation. Ferdy
pacicags of dimes was conseceated 1o
Cod—bui given v Rev. Boclom.

Bev. Toctour Gved o a fine louse io .

Harlow with Dz business manager, his
secTetaTice, Iy walets, wid rost of the
mcpdiers of his fower band The far
mishings were of the finest, “Ulere
wore ln=orious deapes 2t the windows
vath the cross woven in then Thaose
Wi & privale chapel whers Rov, Bec
trp praved alonc al dawn bejore 2
ligthied cross, And fe slopt in @ spocial-
Iy bule bed with two tramsparent
crystal crosses in the bl pancly m

Town & O

Liead and [eet—rroses that g
sofl pdowr as Le sleps, and we
bie sand, by God, Thoee meml
conprermtion fose faithfpl in
tong and arerdines werld
sion be shown tiemgh this

Az his popolarity i FTaed
Rev. Becton stacted a mggazi
wot 4 bad muaparing and 1L pe
ratcs [or materfal than an
maEmEipe 11 America—heor
of thon pay pothing. Tev, Be
Nation atl New Repubiic -
bonght o artizle of mine an
Lwrr pocitis. One dar ho sect
of the megazine 1o ask e U
accept a pret an bis slaff, An
horw I happened woses his Lo

Thare he mld me of his
make of Tiz marssine and
ether lealisis and pupers he pf
get oul not poly well-princed
toms bul inrelligeat and ig
ohes, stressinz, of conrse, the
lifey bur nor ensircly.

Bee. Roctor wid me he Bac
studene o behaviorisic peypd
a longr fime—lial was sy he
audicom: g=t wp aned cdown s
Loy rest thein awd hold them
bis services, And thue (T ko
waz able o ke up more oo
e ooe svening than if the
slurled no deill ant =iy, Mow
Tooking ‘o somoone who wa
with the wrien word to do w
ple through the peliuled. pgae
vould Ao witl ther In person
oncs did he moption Gad, Tn d
ol bz study, be talked bagine
oo doube, wag Lo pahlic censn

A fow pears later e Rew.
was shar and Eillsd ja Philade
soeme wxy |y rackeleers, Buoo
wiven a graml foncral, auends
great izaoy saines and sinners. |
ternary lives on.

MUSIC

COHELEN KD BTN 240K 57

Cinbg of e World, The place
Leen comstrwceed for iliy oo
scetued o pity to Ter it Lie idie
affery su varions civic lendos o
the opers coonpany wlich nowe
tises ite 87 consocutive sm
pElls™ Az “MIGTTTY] MAC
CTEL! MASTOLONTIC™

Al-"]'l—:'ﬁ & winler of dutilully =
Loy the sempliony aad apgl
iy conduelns Farz Helner, the
huggdiers clao Lol ey thoy are e
o take their srmowr mosic |
Tocal plivers fom the Pitséor
chestra Jrien nid-June oo s
fresen comecors oo the Howed 3c
fowng which have an enthosios:
lewing of nearly 2000, Victor &
the archestra’s solo flatst, is 9o .
anl s sul everpling from a
Vicnna or Gay MNinetics Might
FLAIM-NDErA jermone

TWI".I.‘-"I—'. meles ont ol Denver,

scetimy of natural ek Lorm
as fantastic as anyihiog cur ua
parks can oifer, they ere mrbn
tinizhingr touclies on the Red |
Amphitleaire, wlhich the wner
sisted by WPA, cxpecs m Fang
with a gala pedurmames sronad |
Day. Everptbing zhout Hed Rec
on a lavish western scale,. The
can dwarl even the moar proger
Wagnirion cotranees, and the oy
selt will accorimodale herwreen
and s rhovsand people, The aco

{Continued on page 68)-




