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‘bave not let him talk.

-leaders who kaew aaythiag.
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‘Where The Negro Comes In.

RAY STANNARD BAKER IN THE JUNE NUMBER OF THE

AMERICAN MAGAZINE

CLES ON THIS IMPORTANXT TOPIC.

-Southe:=n Sentiment as Noted by an Im.-

partial

Though it may seem a swaeep-
ing generalization, it is none the
less literally true that up to the
preseat time the Negro's real a-
fluence in politics in the South
has been almost negligible. He
has been an issue, but not an ac-
tor in politics. In the aste.bel-
lum alav ery agitation no Negroes

- appexnied; they were an inert lump

of humanity postesiog uo power

» of inner direction; the leaders on

both sides were white men. The
Negroes did not even follow poor

-old John Brown. And sioce the

war, as [ have shown, the struggle
has been between the aristocrats
and the poor whitea. They have
talked about the Negro, but they
Even in

Reconstruction times, and 1| am

oot forgewting exceotional Ne-

groes= like Brace, Revels, Pinth-
back and nthers, the Negro was
in politics by virtue of the power
of the North. As a class, the Ne-

. groes were not self-directed, but
‘used by Northern carpetbaggers

and pelitical So utherners whotook
most cf the oftices and nrarly all
ol the stealings,

Ia shor:, the Megruo in timmes
past has never been in politics in
the South in a2ny positive sense.
And that is aot in the least sur-
prising. Coming out of stavery,
the Negro had no powar of iatelh-
Reat self.direction, practically no
He
was still a slave in everything ex-

" cebt name, and slavea have never

yet ruled, or h:lped rule.

The 15th. amendm:at to th:
Constitutioa caild ast raally ea-
franchize the Negroslaves, Men
must enfranchise themselves.

Aund this political equality by
decree, not by growtlancd devel-

-opmeant, caused many oi the waes

.of Reconstruction.

Two distinct impulses matk the
effort of the South to disfranchise
him. The first was the bliad re-
volt of Rzazoastruct'oa times, in
whizh force aad frand ware Foank-
ly and openly applied. Theeitfort
to elimicate the Negro brou't the
whitzpople torethes 1a 2 dane.
iniat party adilth: *3Salid Soath”
wasbora. Foryearsthis maihod
suificad; bat ia the m2aatime the
Neged was gtting a lit:l: cla:a-
4100, atquiriag seli-conicid wmness
and developing 12al2r3 of more or
less ability. It bicama nucessry,
therefore, both bicause the Ne
gro was becoming more restive,
desseasily conirelled by farce, and
because the awakemny white

" man disliked and feared the basis
of fraud on which his elections

«ceated, to estahlish legal »anction
for disfranchisment, to define the
political status of the Negro by
law,

Now, the trath is that the mass

of Sontherners have never believ:
<\ the Neyrd has or should have
a4y political rights,

g, A lew Negroes vote every-

wucre, ‘but pot enough,” as a

Southerner said to me, *to doany
hurt.”

The Soutl, then, has been plac
ad in the positioo ot providing by

law for something that it did not

zeally believe ia.
It wan prophesied that whea the

The b'nulh.
as a whole dued Ut DLW Ll v !
er has approved of the voting de-

BEGAN A SERIES OF ARTI-

Observer.

Negro was disfranchised by law
and “elimioated f[rom politics”
the Southwould immediately stop
discussing the Negro question
and divide politically along new
lines, But this has not happened,

Though the disfranchiscment laws
have been in force in Mississippi
for »ears there 1s less division in
the white party of that state than
eyer before.

Why is this so? Becauase the Ne
\gro, thorugh gradual education
and the acquisition of precperty, is
becoming more and more a real
as well as a potential factor in pol
itics. For he is just begioning to
be really free. And theSouthhas
oot yet decided how to deal with
a Negro who owns property and
is sell-respecting and intelligent
and who demands rights. The
Seuth is suspicious of this new
Negro: it dreads him; and the poli-
ticians in power ate quick to play
upon this seatiment in order that
the South may remain solid aad
the present political leadership
remain undisturbed.

For the South, iowever much
it may talk of the ignorant mass.
es of Negroes, dees not really fear
them; :t wants to keep them, 1g-
norant, It loves the ignorant, sub-
missive old Negroes, the “mam-
mies” and “uaslesi' it wants the
Negro who, as onc Southeruer
! put it to e, “*will do the dirty
) work and not fuss about i, It
| wants Negroes who are really in-
| ferior and wh: feel inferior. The
| Negro that the South fears and
'dislikes is the educated, property
lowiay Negro who is begining to
!demand rights, to take his place

among men as a citizen, This is
jnot un uosuppsarted statement of
miae, but has been expressed
'over aad over agaia by speakers
and writers in every part of the
South. I have beforc mea let-
ter from the Hon. Charles P,
Lane, editor of the Huatsville
(Alabama) Daily "Tribuue. writ-
ten ‘o Governor Comer. It was
publisaed in the Atlaatic Consti-
tution. ‘T'ne writer is arguing
that the Nezro disfranchisemeut
laws in Alabama are too lenient,
that they permit too many Ne-
groes to vote, He savs:

“We thought thea (i 1901,
when the new Alabama Coostitu
tioa disfranchising the Negco was
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Why The Negro Should Be In-

bear witness to this version?
Heoce present we that the way to
dampen racial prejudice, avert the
impendisg horrors, is to cmascu-
iate the Negro politically by re-
pealing the filteenth amendment
of the Constitutioa of the United
States.”

I use this statemeat of Mr.
Lane's not because it represents
the broadest and freest thought

1a the South, for it does not, but
because it undoubtadly states

frankly and clearly the point of
view of of the majority of the
Southern people. It is the point
of view which, talked allover Geo-

gia iast year, helped to elect Hake

Smith governor of the state, as it

has elected other governors,
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NEGRO TEACHERS' INSTI-
TUTE FOR CENTRAL MO.

Vill Convene at Sedalia on The
15th of June.— Prof.C. C. Hub-
bard, with a Corps c! Profici-
ent Asgistants, Will Conduct
‘This Meeting.

The Institute tor the Teachers
of Central Missouri, will begin
June 15th 1908, at Lincoln High

tinue ten days,

Teachers passicg the examina«
tion at this Institute will be grant
ted certificatex to teach without
further examination.

The following are the instruc-
tors:—Dr, J. M, Harris—
Lecturer on Physiology

Hon. Homer G, Phillips, Attor
uey at Law— Lecturer on Civics

Prof. H, 1.. Billups, M, S, —In-
structor Psychology and Penman-
ship
Editor W. H. Huston,—Instruc
tor in Mathematics
Prol, F, S. Bowles,--A, B. In-
structor in Science

C. C. Hubbard--B, S, D, In-
wtructor in Pedegoygy.

Special Lectutes will be given
oy Prof. G. V. Buchanan Supt,
Pudlic Schools Sedalia

Prof. J, P, Gass
Principal Broadwav School

Prof. C. R, Luckett, County Su
perinteadent and others,

All teachers are cordially invit-
2d to att2nd —Excellent accomda

tions—For further intormation
write:—= C, C, HUBBARDB. 8. D,
Conductor,

323 W. Johnson St., Sedal:a Mo.
Watch this paper for furtber
announcements.

These Hlke' i Presidents .

The following table will dis-
close the voting strength ot the
Negroesin 12 close states in 1900:

under discussion), ag we do now, |
that the menace to peace, the dan- |
gertosociety and white sup remn. |
cv was not in the illerate Negro,
but io the upper branches of N¢:
gro socisty, the educated, the
man who, after ascertaining his
political rights, torcad the way to
assert them.”

He continues:

“We, the Southern people, en-
tertaio no prejudice towa:d the
ignoran® per se in-offenive Negro.
It is Licause w2 knew him, and
Fx .-lﬁ.“ nea o.oa ":liﬂ a ‘:omp...
S10M. LUC vav LIod beils when
the educated Neyxro asserts Lim:
self politically. We regard such
as an uafriendly emcroach ment
upon our nalive superior rights,
and a dare-devil menace to our
coantrol of the uffairof the atate.

*‘In this are we not speaking
the truth? Does not every South-
ern Caucasion *td tha manor bora’

dependent

Wilmington, Del,, May 26,—Un
der the auspizes of the “Citadel,"
a Negro political organization of
Delaware, Rey. Dr, J. Waldron,
of Washington, president of the
National Negro American Politi-
cal League, delivered a strong
and forceful address npon “Why
the Negro Should Be Indepen-
dent in Politics.” The address
wns delivered to an audience of
fivc or six hundred of the most
representative Negroes of the vi-
cinity, who cheerzd again and a.
gain every utterance of the speak
er with reference to Senator Jos-
eph B. Foraker and his bill for
the reinstatement of the discharg
ed Negro soldiers and hiy strong
and manly plea for the rights of
the colored man under the cone
stitution
Dr. Waldron defended the
right of the Negro to holt the
Republican party if that partyde-
serted its basic principles and in
the course of his remarks said: —
“While the Negrocomplaing,
justly, of the treatment he gets in
this country, he does not use all
the power in his posseasion to
remedy the evils against which
be protests. This is cspecially
true of the political power which
still remains in the race’'s hands,
Had and considerable number of
the Negroes in the Southern sta-
tes 25 years ago voted as inde-
pendents, or sided with the Dem-
ocrats, the colored people would
not have been disfranchised by
legislative enactments, The solid
black Republican votain th South
1s largely responsible for the solid
Democratic vote of the Sonth.
““The threat by the Republican
party to reduce the representa-
tion in the electoral college and in
Congress of those Southern states
that have disfranchised the Neg.
ro is meeting with indifference by
the race throughout the country,
for the colored people would not
be benefited in the least by such
reduction. The race everywhere
in America is insisting upoa a tair
and impartiail enforcemeut of the
conatituticn, and esparrinlly the
fifteenib pmendment, “I'his amend
ment guarantees to the Negro the
vight of franchise, and its aban.
deoment by the Republican par.
ty has done more than anything
else—except th2discharge of the
Negro soldiers of the 25th Infan-
try—tovu 1 the attention of the
entite couniry to the impertance
of doing all in their power to nave
the Republican party make a lve

Connecticut...............4,576
T T PN PR (S 29,762
fowa..... 4,441
Kansas ...... Y 14,095
Massachusetts.......... .. 10,456
LY EE N 5,103
NelPuskile aawiasiisiie 2298
| NBW JETreN canaias e nansnndli
New York .. covvcvvnnnvnaty
(D] 1] 11 e reere. (Ll
Peansylvania «o .o uaan §51,ulo
Rhode Island .. ......0vuun s 2,763
Total, 1900.....0v0ue i 209,987
Probable total, 1908..... . 250,000
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1 hate tke man who builds his
namz2

Oa ruins of inother's fanie,

Thus prades, by character o'er-
tFruwn,

Imagine 11 1 they raise their own

Thus scriti''=rs’ covetous of
praise,

Think slander can tronsplant the
bays,

*litgue of the enforcewment of

—John Gay.

the
dfreenth amendment.”
tlontinuing, the speaker said,
*Unless this is done, the right nf
the colored peoplz o the Narths
ern anyd Wesigrn states to the
franchise would go by delault, for
it 18 only u step from the avandon
ment of the fifternth amendment
to its repeal.,” He insisted: The
colored people of the country
could easily improve their politi-
cal situation, if thev would, for
they hold the "»linze of power
in New Yo % . .:ava, Ohio, Ken
tucky, M. . .ud, West Virginia
and Delaware, and po party can
hope to win a presidential election
without these states—a concerted
action on the part of the Negro
voters in those states will enable
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nservator.

In Politics.

REV. DR. J. MILTON WALDRON, OF WASHINGTON, D,
C., ARCUES THIS PROPOSITION FROM A STAND.
POINT OF PRACTICAL CONSERVATISM,

An Eloquent Plea For Race Unity.

the race to carry the coming pres
idential election whichever way
they wish,"

He defended tha right of the
Negro to be independent in poli.
tics in a vigorous and logical
speech and cave several strony
reasons why he should not blind-
ly obey the behests of the Repube
lican party. ‘The Negro ought to

said, ‘‘for in this, as 1n no other
way, would tlie race be in a posi-
tion to vote for the best men and
measures of any and ail partics
and could easily ally themselves
with the best white people in ev-
ery section of America. By be-
ing indepeadent in politics, he
would be able to sccure [rom the
dominant party ample protection
for his race, and the largest pose
sible recognition of his rights un
der the constitution,

“Through political indepen-
dence the Negro could easily com
pass the defeat of the dominant
party shuld that party prave it-
self corrupt in practice and op-
posed to the conmstitution, Ia a
republic like the United States.
an occasinnal change in parties is
absolutely necessary, in ordar t)
insure the rights of the whole peo.
ple and to prevent the prevalence
of corruption and graft. The
South needs nothing so much just
now as astrong, opposing political
party, and if the tew coloved pen-
ple who are allowed to vote in
that section would become inde-
pendents. there would soon be

cratic party in the South to e¢n-
able the Republicansto build up
a party in the South sufficient to
defeat the Democratsof the
South once in a while,"

Ile concluded with the state-
ment that the disfranchi:ement
amendments of the Southern
atates would never be repealed
until the Negroes in the North
and West united and vsed all ot
their politicul pow«r to bLring a-
bout this result, and mul= a
strong appeal for th: men ol the
race to insist cvervwiers on u
fairand tmpartial enjorcement ol
the consutution and
war amendments, tie reanude!
his hearers that i contending fu
a full and Lur enforcement of the
Constitution they werr net only
protecting the Negro but sale
guarding the rights and libarties
of all the pzople of this republic.
Headys.d ihe Negroes o vote
for po candidate for Congress, or
for tie Presidency, who refused
to pledge himsell, before the elec-
tion, to support the Foraker hill
for the reinstatement of the dise
chiargzd Negro soldiers.

eaperoaily
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Editors Galore Tuesday.
Seemingly Tuesday wasan Edi-
tors Convention in Sedalia, we
had the icllowing Editors with us
J. W. Wheeler, 5t. Louis Pal-
lad,um.

R, L. Logs., Professional
World, Columbia Mo,

J. H, Goins, Western Messen-
ger; Jefferson City,

W. H. Carter, The Advocate,
Sedalia, Mo., and the Conserva-

tor's Editor W. H. Huston,

be independent 1n politics,” he |

sufficient disaffection in the Demo!
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REV. RICHARD DAVIS,
Pastor of "Taylor's Chapel, M.
E. Church, Sedalia, Mo.

In the recent local option Elecs
tion in Sedalia, Missouri one of
| the most aggressive worners for
local option was the Rev. Richard
Duyis, pastor of Taglor Chapel
M. K. Charch inthe City, Many
of his members stood lovally by
him and h's side. All men ade
mired his munly and godly stand

The Man Who Wins.

The man who wigs # the man who
w irks

The man
shires

The man who stonde iu bis deep dise
tross

With his head Lele sk in the deadly
prosy—

Yex he is the mun who wins

who to! next  mon

The man who wins is tla man who
knows

The value of pain and the v hof
Woes-

Who a lesson learps from the man who
fails,
And a moral findg in Lig mournful waiis
Yoen, he is the mau who wins,
The man who wins is the man who
sLayn
In the unsouht paths and the rocky
Ways,
And  perhops, who lingets now and
then,
To help some failure to rise again,
Al he ie the man who wins!
And the man who wins is the wan who
hicars
Thie eurse ol the envious in Lis ears,
| Bt who goes his way with his head
held  gh
An‘l pusses the wrecks of the failure by
Ior he is the mun who wins,
—The Informer.

Prof. G. V. Buchanan

Ex-Supenntendent of The Seda=
lis Schools, Recanily Called
to The Joplin School.

Prof. G. V. UBuchanan, who
has been sup=rindent of the Se-
dalin public schools for several
years, has accepied a position as
superinteudent of the public
schools of Jophin ata much larger
salary. Prof. Buchaoan has giv-
en the most complete sutisfaction
tu the board of education anb to
the patrons of the schools and his
decision 1o accept the Joplih po-
sition will be learned with sine-
care regret on the part of the pub=
lic, even though his many friends
wish him success in his new home.
Prof. Buchanan will remove hias
family to Joplin iu Avgust,




