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My working career started a0 tew
vears haek in o sl ey ome New
vork State, with o high ol cduea
e \ter gradudaon, being tilled with
the enthustasme of vouth, 1 onataralhy
b my themghins “aomething
ditterent.”

Ioapphed o several atfives for em
plavment, seehmg cven as mferor a position as il
dressmg emvekbpes. N every plaee omer winh
dappomtment None et they conld use ecdored
aclpeom that eagacing ;

P this e 1 oelt womewhar ke 4 peacoch who
el Toohedd 2t s Tevt. Now, T owerked aroamd o oeded
ol aned leasoweorh unnl one day 1 orecened oo
1 s ‘

[ hrongh the Kind intereesston of the \aee President
cba nanntactery bowis given an opportunity i s
pertme depariment. Towas oot as forckady and
ok clerh D omade geends The monagement, Demg
coowedl pleased, doulded my salary dter aovear’s -er
we o Nocquestion of color ever arose, In the conrse
of o few more neanths | owas walking home with a
coonerher and met my mothers Naturallv T was proad
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vt her ol wanted UL triends to meet her \1 the
corner, as had Feen our halat, we sepurated. Newt
mereng bowas summoned o the oftiee. You can

Anagine my surprise upon fmding iy senvces were
wo bmger neviked. Mo Vice-President softened i oas
last e combl: “There is o fmlt with vour work,
Imt tie girks will not work with a Negroo We wenld
chellc Reep ven 1t we oonled bt 1t is hettes to bse ane
anl than o ke l\\('llt_\."

v auether oecasten Toanswered an advertisement
w e paper werded thus: “Wanted s a0 young ool
cred ol Ingh sohoal graduate preterred Ay
DS Dhepartment Store ™ 1 dressed with care expueet
mg ot at least asaleshely's opening Just i
for vonrsell my chagrin upen Jearning they desirad
ocabiliek i the Eelies” rest peean ! The reison the

mited an edueated girl was to heep their wealthn
Costomers from coming i contact with obicectionahle
Newroes, | hid no chance to refuse the job hecause
Mro T said 1 oboked toss muck Bke a Cinesesian andd
he conld ot nse me. He tmally hired o high scheed
crahmate who heed trained twe vears foroa teacher
I~ it not a0 pity that o colored givl must e educated
toquality as a boothlack ?

Finding nes real apenings for me in the clerical line,
I turned my attention to shops work. T did this for
brec reqsons, First, it gave me more time for myselt
Han lonsewerh,  Seeond, T oreceived a more liberal
eward per hour for my services.  Third, it pliced
me on a more equal bhasis with the other workers
athengh T needed no education other than to read
aned write. At this work | made just enough money
‘nmake hoth ends meet and sometimes [ had ta stretch
pret'y hard to do en, especially when we had a holi-
‘ay  Naturally T received a little less pay than the
white workers., The difference in pay was due pos-
«iblv to the open shop. In this city there is no col-
ored garment workers' union and the white unions do

N Manise,

vobavese,
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net ke the Newro e nthe shope the Negre has
e chance af advancement.

I heard ~oomuch about Cleveband. T owent there
Al tomd comditions more s orabde, due il
et that the Negro st was owore enter

Hlere T foumd a0 Negro Vaadeville emphoaang
Lhere were also codored dowtors, Law

1o 1he
Prising
A Negro help.
vis clubs, hotels, powming duaises, we cream parlors,
diag stores, ol restanrants | hese were all usme
volo red |||'l|r. I e l"l)'|l~ \\ hﬂlll) Henne el tha
Natienal Nssewtation tor the Vevancenent of Colored
Fevple twh an active part me placimg gorks m smitable
pesitions  Sull there were iy irls uncared for

I bappened 1o he one of these and ok a0 gobs 1
wash ghisses and alver e a white hotel 1 toundd
hote L eonditions here very nieh as they were at hone
heagh we ate the same foead s the whintes, we ate
at the dishwashors” tadile, men and weosten eating to
wether, Here T owathed nme hours o ll:l) tor Tori
dollars o menth, Ot of this T opad carfare twiwe o
dav. Tor one meal o day, four dellars o week for
rowan, aned one dollar for launedry  This left me very
lutle for the pleasures of Bifes 1 owas alwnt discour
aved when the assistant steward was tahen up m the
At \Nter thns the head steward el gquate a0 jolbs
U heep this place illed Sa 1 braved the onon s
den and the result was b became the assistant - 1t
was reallv aonan's jab D leed o take care of the
storeronnn cnd conders, alsa o heep track ot the cost
of heepmg up the varins parts of the hotel 1 predy
ably weanhd be there vet onby peave wis shechired ol
with 1t ciome the vetion o the tormer sssistant stew
ard, s position gttorded me s many luxuries ot
dfe that it showed me what o jov work woubl fee 1o
the Negro wonuan if given a pesite noand <alary m
stead of a0 jobe el wages

g oo hittle homesweh | oreturned. Sameluen | oen
prcted tesee conditns clumgzed. Wathe the exceptin:
of a few elevator operators, grls to dust china ane!
turnitire, twe or three girls to rearrange stoah belind
white salesbiches, and a0 few e women working i
shops, b odenmd o change. Ol ves T o thire
wormnen working as salesbelies, bhut as thes were
Cpassig” they mean Tess than nothing me the luston
of the Negro Woman,

Nt bemg able to e anyvthing that pleased me |
trned iy atenteon toocanvassing. Faen now | feed
adoathing Tor this work, 10D ealled at the fromt dee
i was drected] 1o the rear, I many instances the
door was shint oy faee Tefore | eould make an
crrand hiewn, Onhers treated me well, T that ex
pression of inereduliny. upon secing a0 Negro agent
ke Jonder than words, Some business men woukd
geve me an andience, cometimes with an order. ¢ nhers
seeeived me with so much attention I felt they thought
my magazines were only a camouflage

Al sinee there s a general tendency to expand the
ficld of her aperations, manual and mental, let ue say
with Longfellow :

“"Out of the shadow of night
The warld moves into light,
It ic daybreak everywhere™!




