NEW NEGRO DISCUSSED BY WOMAN: MRS. KEESECKER ADDRESSES CORNELL WOMAN'S
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Mrs. Keésecker Addresses Cor-
~ nell Woman’s' Club of
" Cleveland.

CLEVELAND, March 26—"“Among
well read and intelligent whites lit-
lle is known of a group that might
be termad ‘The:New Negro,’ & group
5f the Americap Negro that is char-
acterized not only by education and
sulture of the first rank but by a
dofinite rroativa axoress! that has
found its flowerlng in the fleld of
art and letters” declared Mrs. Ray-
mond P. Keesecker In an address on
\WWédnesday ‘at a dinner meetidig of
the Cornelt Woman’a Club of Cleve-
land, ¢omposed of white . women
graduates of Corhell University,

The speaker decmsed the work of
Countee Cullen and that of Lange
ton Hughes as represdntative of the
work of the younger Negro poets of
the group, and the work of the iat-
ter as especlally notaworthy in Its
usé of basic Negro theémes. Atten-
tion was called to Hughes new
aovel.’

M. Keesecker spokc of}m{ work
of Richard B. ‘Harrison in “The
Green Pastures,” saying “It is not
an anomaly In the fled of drama
but it is distinctive in 4 Beld where
the Negro Is much at home and i
especlally - gifted.” The werk of
Paul Robeson was mentioned as
well a2 tha contribution that the Ne-
gro will undoubtedly make to the

future of the drama, - Brief mention,
was made of many well-known Ne-

groes and thelr contribations to ra-
cial progress. Walter White, bu:
Carter G. Woodson, Dr. \WW. E. B,

- DuBols wero espgclally mentioned..

The influence of Negro newspapers,
and: such magazines as Opportunity;
and The Crisls were spoken of. The!
place "“The New Negro” s coming!
to Nl in contemporary” American
civilizatlon was poinfed out. -’ i

The speaker then {old of her woml

at ‘the Woodland center, a settle
mént house In Cleveland. This
group, unjversity- ‘a nd colleges

tralned. i’ c8mposed of professio
atid business peopld- interested i
drama and tho oppartunity. xlve
expresalon to that Interest.’ -
“In "addition,”: she declared, “wa
are comnterned in the drama as g
medium by xihich the prejudide an
ignorarte of otherwiss intelligent:
whits peoplo_may be broken davm!‘
We have interested the English dé~l
partments of several Negro colléges;
and have lavited them to _submijtj
plays for our use, obe of which hay
been accepted and wm be produced
at .a later date.”
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