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| NEGRE' CONTRIBUTION To MUSIcAL Aﬂ ;

- MABEL TRAVIS wooD

Everyone knows that Negroes ch j ‘
have given-to America "mucgl:lr of a O:x?gsﬁg(]i " Bugusts, Georgia,
her most typical and beautiful | - largely of comeren mede up
.. folk music through the spirituals §. groes b rou n;)p: sitions by Ne.
\gS| and plantation songs -that have - knowledge an% ‘fre%h"musml
— 4  grown out of the life of the race. The Bure ARprecdation, -
But 'what musical art owes to the Music of Can{axg of qcom.m”"’hf"
aul| - Mmodern Negro composer is not so Fourth Avenye u?\lrt“ Service, 315
es,| Benerally recognized. There is [ “is endeavoring ew York Ciyy,
ald| today a wealth of music bdth sae- growing interg to foster this
ro-| Yed and secular which has come .§ “more music est and to acquain:
e from the pens of Negro compos- and colore] g_r‘;%upu both ‘white
ost| -€rs.. Some of it is based upon the “f offered by ’co“ Ith the possibilities
ro.| SPirituals, and some of it is not. §- ern Negro o mpositions by med-
ct.| Tacial in character. Such Negro “Music " C, omposers. A bulletin,
es,| Somposers as Harry T. Burleigh, | 'has been omposed by Negroes,
z-| - S- Coleridge-Taylor, Will Marion- [ and is s r:pated by this Burean -
fie| Cook; R. Nathaniel 'Dett, Carl R.* .| - chargs cont, Ot 2t the nominal
_ Diton, J. Rosamond Johnson! and || com o’sig' sof onts. It lists the
".{. Clarencé Cameron White 'have. - m’osf N tlons of seven of the fore.
.| during the past fifteen years | what compinor POSers, telling for
es|  written songs of rare melody and instrug;)m & ions of voices and-
d-|  originality, songs that will live, and wh ents they are arranged
15| ' Of late there has been a steady |' examples they may be secured.
he| dincrease .in. the appreciation. of grampv es% Orf well-balanced pro-
he |  musical compositions by Negroes read y f, I\ €ETO music which gl-
or| both among white and colored ‘iVer’xvt a}ze been presented are
t,| groups. Church choirs have giv- fake ug tiiP_Broups desiring 1o
er | en over services to sacred compo- ance ‘-pr }éhe study and perform-
1.| - sitions by Negro composers, Many letin mentSr0 Spirituals the bul-
's| women’s clubs have devoted time coll tmemwnS the best existing
a- | - at their sessions 'to the perform- Cec iy ihis trpe of music.
? - ance of religious  compositions ‘by thisox%ml?m'ty Service has made in
o| Negro composers, especially -the | and ulletin the first complete
1-| simpler choral works. Colored mu ,Sagsfagtory compendium of
e /., groups operating locally .under will o2y Negro composers. It -
-1 Community Service have present- |~ of Aprove enlightening not only
ni) - ed special programs of Negro ; umerlcan_s in general, who may
-| music, combining the spirituals ure na}t‘:quamted with the treas.
.| with songs by modern Negro corn- et s'.ht at are contained in the
S| Dposers, In New Haven, Connec.- | _ :toore] ouse of Negro music, but
5| tieut, a festival of Negre music be ijQ,QX.'eﬁ. groups which may not
y| . presented by a Negro community |+ th; tag;xl_zar oo palt of the music
X - R w%ee L. DAt thelr race has produced, -
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