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Handkerchief-Headed Political Leaders
Got Little for Masses out of Politics

a Drink of Liquor for their Votes,

Buy a Drink and Finally a Few
Dollars to Set Up a Jim Crow Office Somewhere tg Fool
the People and Make them Think Something is Being
Done. Thinking People Have Only Contempt for Men
in Politics Only to Get Jobs for Themselves. New Ne-
gro Not So Poor that He Has to Sell His People for
Campaign Money, is a Slave to No Party and Declines
to Make Political Speeches.

By DR. CARTER G. WOODSON 'the utmost contempt for the old

Director of the Association for the ‘handkerch® I head in politics, who

‘i still clamoring for the few of-

;fices lopg earmarked as Nerro jobs.
| _These few state and national po-
sitions formerly set aside for Negro

Qfays First Gave them
then the Money to

“Are you going to follow the ma-
chine heading the campaign for the;sitions ]
party among our people this year?"|politicians only have paled into in-
aid a friend to me recently. “I ob- significance when compared with
ject to those men ithe many highly compensatorv po-
because they be- " sitions now occupied by our people
Jjong to the old ‘as a result of their development it
school. Those old A o'her spheres. A black man promi-
fellows have not nent in education, business, or pro-
advanced us any- "essional life can earn more in &
where. They are o mon'as than tl.: most success-
too easily satisfied s ~'iticians can ea  in ‘-ars.
with little things, On the other and, too, the in-
and they quickly _¢ -ase of race prejudice, which this
compromise. We nolicy has doubtless aided. frightens
need men who will the whit: wolitical leaders from
fight for principle granting “seir coloved co-workers
rather than for arsihing better.

welzt‘ : oti-heyth é:;f_l Learned Something
e ves - “wasek  The New Colored Voter in poli-
. Carter Woodsom 1.C3, too, has learned scmething that

to ‘Dsc;yy‘ou Im‘}?;’.’ ,;lt)he Ol%l “wa,_'dhetlellers” ha.ve1 never

i “ itici .. been able o rcalize, namely, not
quired, “that all our politicians be-, be :

i 'l ou have only that the few offices allotted

long to this class which ¥ ' colored folk are insignificanf but

that even if we receive & propor-

thus characterized?” " N
“No. but the large “majority oL 1 0ao iare of the spoils
y i i he spoils, we can-
et ot S ot ool ey o
ficians have been dealing with us, gf(l)?l'gsy the changing fortunes of
and we have, therefore, failed to at~ PRoot. -itics, the science of gov-
tain gl posfmon of :lt];me%ce%ahnse tI;cf: ernment, is deeply rooted in  the
councils of any party. . ; A o0l
their leadership we are a nonentity g?gggm’%of%ug’ggtm’}ag; }gepgﬁgilg;
in politics. we must be a ereat figure in poli-
Spokesmen_Xack Character tics. A class of people slightly 1i’t-
After much’  discussion I had to} ed above poverty, therefore, can
concede tha: this man was in many; nsver have much influence in poli-
respects right. I have observed tictal circ(lies. W% xrtmsb di\'elop criar-
uch of this fatal course myself, I acier an worth to m.ke ourselves
}Tave watched the development of: gg.'éir]aglg et';argy;;hczifeaiotmaté é&;%swg}

things from bad to worse until we R ) .
all gut sa0e elimination. It seems| political parties but will have them

t:at some of our spokesmen have, thrown open to us.
Jacked both character and commou Not Asking Money
sense, for even 3f they were 10W| phe New Colored Voter, in poli-
enough to undertake some of the, tjos ilen, is not asking the party
things which they have done, they' for money. He is not seeking to
should have had SUﬁCW?t_.CO?’m"“f hire himself for a pittance to swing
sense not to expect fa- wable T€- voters,it line. He is going to con-
sults from such efforts. tribute to the campaign of the party
Started with a Drink plcasiq% fhi'1, ratﬂer th..:% cilraw
ir course has been interesting.; upon 1 or an allowance to drive
A%rgtcct)hesewhite “man used the| the wolf from the -~-~r 1ring the
Negro leader by giving him o drink: three months of the political can-
occasionally. The next step was to; vass, He will not speak for others
give him sufficient money to set 1 in the npaign. They will speak
B oke in the mame of the white! for him - 1t will be considered a
candidate. When drinking at the, stroke of goc! fortune that a col-;
expense of the candidate became, ored person of such influence and
<o common, the politicians fell back! character has aligned himself with

on the distribution of funds in'2 party, and this fact will speak
small s eloquently for the element to which

amounts of a few dollars:
each. When this finally proved to, he belongs.
%e insulﬁigient, howgyézrf, tthf poli-l' No Politician

cians had ‘- o~ ~ bit furtlicr and: lew - i ..

provide jim-crow jobs in certaini j qu ’;egox?ﬁ‘é?é‘n Vogg i ﬁlx]xgﬁs
backrooms with the  understanding! He is tryire to 'give the world|
that the function of the so-calledi something ‘raltsr than extract
oilice would be merely nominal and! something from it. The world as
the incumbents would have IOl he sees it does not owe h'im .any-
close contact with white people. In! thing, cer'-inly not a political ofiice,
this stage we ‘nd ourselyes today. | and he is not trying to secirs one,

~-tisfied with a Little l If hie goes into off :, it will be as
The undesirable aspect of the af-, & sactifice, because his valuable
fair is that in spite of the changes: {ime 1S vequired elsewhere = I: e
from one method of approach to; IS needed by his country in a civil
another, we are never brought into! Position, he may respond to the call
B aher circle of the party with; 8 @ matter of <.ty for his ugelul-
which we are affiliated. We are al-; 165S is otherwise assured. Irom
wavs kept on the outside and are such a black man, then, we mav ex-;
et as N means to an end. It has Pect sound advice, intelligent lead-
been unnecessary for the white man ership, and constructive efTort for
to change this procedure, for until| the good of all elements of our

. 4PN , ronulat’. o
recent vears he has generally found | When Such of u; go Inio office.

it possible to satisfy the majority ' " O OLIC
of us with little things and to crich ‘%‘?;’ng“;”“ v?}%tz: lf.n%e%ilispelglanczéggc 1;’

o w " L itl § g arly cern
those who clamor for more recog- oursclv. offering erelv  anti-

nition. l1lynching bills and measures for the

Contempt for Handkerchief Heads | eliof of members of our
In spite of this attitude and the
effort to continue this policy to-
ward the race, however, the New

1Negro, I find, is willing to hattle

for more consideration. He is not
knockine at the door of any par-

{ticular party. He is rather knock-
ling at his own people. This new

thinker does not care how the Ne-
gro votes hut he wants him to use
his vote rather than give it away
to reward the dead for some tradi-

special
race.
The licw Negro in politics will
;see his opportunity not in thus re-
istricting  himself but in visioning
‘the whole social and economic order
with ourselves as a part ol it. In
thus working for the benefit of all
las prompted by his liberal minded-
iness he will do much more to bring
ithe elements together for the com-
‘mon rood than he will be able to
do in prating only of the ills of our

{tional favor. This ~>w thinker has
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