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THE NEW NEGRO IN POLITICS 1S NOT
A POLITICIAN BUT A MAN IN THE
OPINION OF DR. CARTER 6. WOODSON

In Holding Office Will Not Specialize In Things

Which Concern

Noted Historian Says

By DR CARTER G. WOODSON

“Are you going to follow the ma-|
chine heading the campaign for the|
party among our people this year?”)
said a Negro to me recently., “I
object to those men because they be-
long to the old school. Those old
fellows have not advanced us any-
where. They are ton casily satis-
fied with little things and they quick-
ly compromise, We need men who
will fight for principle rather than
for what they can get for them-
iselves. -

“Do you mean to say,” I inquired,
“that all Negro politicians belong to
this class which you have thus char-
acterized ?7”

“No, but the large majority of
them do. In fact, they establish the
rule by which the white politicians
have beéen dealing with us, and we
have, therefore, failed to attain a po-
sition of influence in the councils of
any party. Because of their leader-
ship we are a nonentity in politics.”

Face Eliminiations

After much discussion I had to
concede that this man was in many
respects right. I have observed
niuch of this fatal course myself, 1
have watched the development of
things from bad to worse until we
all but face elimination. It seems
ﬁmb some of our spokesmen have

cked both character and common!
wense, for even if they were low
enough to undertzcke some of the:
things which they have done, they
should have had sufficient common
sense not to expect favorable results
from such efforts.

Their course has been interesting.
At first the white man used the Ne-
gro leader by giving him a drink oc-
casionally. The next step was to

ive him sufficient money to set up

rinks in the name of the white can-/|

didate. When drinking at the ex-

pense of the candidate became so

commen the politicians fell back on

the distribution of funds in small

amounts of a few dollars cach.
Kept On Qutside

When this finally proved to be in-
sufficient, however, the politicians
had to go a bit further and provide
jim crow jobs in certain backroomis
with the understanding that the
function of the so-called office would
be merely nominal, and the incum-
bents would have no close contact
with white people. ' In this stage we
find ourselves today.

The undesirable aspect of the af-
fair is that the Negro in spite of|
the changes from one method of ap-
proach to that of another, is never
brought into the inner circle of the|
party with which he is affiliated. He
1s always kept on the outside and is||
used as a2 means to an end. It has
been unnecessary for the white man
to change his procedure, for until
recent years he has generally found
it possible o satisfy the majority of
Negroes with little things and to
crush those who clamor for more
recognition.

New Vs. Old Thinkers

In spite of this attitude and the
effort to continue this policy toward
the race however, the new Negro 1
find is willing to battle for more
consideration. He is not knocking
at the door of any particular party.
He is rather knocking at the Negro
himself.

This new thinker does not care
how the Negro votes, but he wants
him to use his vote rather than give
it away to reward the dead for some
traditional favor. This new thinker
has the utmost contempt for the old
Negro in politics, who is still clam-
oring for the few offices long ear-
marked as Negro jobs.

These few state and national po-
sitions formerly set aside for Ne-
groes have paled into insignificance
‘when compared with the many high-
‘ly compensatory positions now occu-
pied by Negroes as a result of their
development in other spheres. A
\Negro prominent in education, busi-

.ness, or professionsa! life can earn
more in a few months than the most
successful politicians can earn in
years. - On the other hand, too, the
increase of race prejudice, which this
‘policy has doubtless aided, frightens
the political leaders from granting
their Negro co-workers anything
better.

New Negro in Politics

The new Negro in politics, too, has
learned something that the old
“wardheelers” have never been able
to realize, namely, not only that the
few offices allotted Negroes are in-
significant, but that even if the Ne-
gro received a proportionate share
of the spoils, the race cannot boge
to solve any serious problem by the
changing fortunes of politics. Real
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politics, the science of government,

‘i!ls of his patticqlar corner.

Negroes Only,

is ‘deeply rooted in the economic
foundation of the social order.

To figure greatly in politics the
Negro must be a great figure in poli-
tics. A class of people slightly Jift-
ed above poverty, therefore, can
never have much influence in politi-
cal circles. The Negro must de-
velop character and wortk to make
him desirable everywhere so that he
will not have to knock at the Coors
of political parties but will have
them thrown open to him.

,A Man Vs. A Politician
. The new Negro, in politics, then,
is not asking the party for money.
He is not seeking to hire himself for
a pittance to swing voters in line.
He is_going to contribute to the
campaign of the party pleasing him,
rather than draw upon it for an al~
lowance to drive the wolf from the
door during the three months of the
political canvass. He will not speak
for others in the campaign. They
will speak for him. It will be con-
sidered a stroke of good fortune that
a Negro of such influence and char-
acter has aligned himself with a
party, and this fact will speak elo-
quently for the element to which he
belongs. P

The new Negro in politics is not
a politician., He is 2 man. He is
trying to give the world something
rather than extract something from
it. The world as he sees it does not
owe him anything, certainly not a
political office, and he is not trying
to secure one. If he goes into of-
fice, it will be as a 8acrifice because
his valuable time is required else-
where,

If he is needed by his country in a
civil position, he may respond to
the call as a matter of duty, for his
usefulness is otherwise assured.
From such a Negro, then, we may
expect sound advice, intelligent lead-
ership, and constructive effort for
the good of all elements of our pop-
ulation.

Work For Common Good

When such Negroes go into office
you will not find them specializing
in things which peculiarly concern
the Negroes, offering merely anti-
lynching bills and measurés for the
special relief of members of their
race. The mew Negro in politics
will see his opportunity not in thus
restricting himself but in visioning
the whole social and economic order
with the Negro as a part of it.

In thus working for the benefit of
all as prampted by his liberal-mind-
edness, the new Negro will do much
more to bring the elements together
for the common good than he will
be able to do in prating only of the
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