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W. D. WORKMAN

Negroes Make Mistake
By Denying Heritage

'Tain't often that I agree with cal talk out of Harvard or Chi-
the Southern Regional Council, but  cago? Or a tawny slender lady
when that anti-segregationist out- with a bouffant hairdo who talks
fit calls for preserving some of polysyllabic educationese in ac.
the old-fashioned Negro dialect cents from Cleveland?
and humor, I say “Amen.” “Is Negro ‘culture’ from here

One of the really distressing on out to be all jazz, smart com-
consequences of the sirained race edy, opera arias, social protest
relations throughout the land has and arid sociology, forgetful of
been the tendency of many Ne- ancient wrongs, persisting love,
groes to deny their own heritage. profound laughter and terrible

In effect, many modern Negroes  sorrow? Can it cut off, really,
seem to be re-writing history, a from the old true eloquence of
la George Orwell's “Nineteen- dialect and spirituals? This seems
Eighty-Four,” by simply ignoring a herit
history. They seem inclined to ter

it
going back to slavery as a ref- respect rather than a shamed
erence point which pointedly em- an ion.”
phasizes the great progress made  Accompanying this rise of stll

by their race. ed pretension which Miss Long so
SUPPRESSION ably deflates has been a sad loss
Along with this strange turn of of amiability and friendliness be-

mind is an obvious desire to
suppress all reminders of what

£
M
?

many Negroes regard as a shame-  The ready smile, the quick
ful past, although the past was laugh, the effervescent good ku-
not actually of their own doing. mor and other traits which en-

‘Thus there is a conscious aversion deared “the old Negro” to his
to old speech patterns, customs, white friends are not tolerated by
songs, and other characteristics “the new Negro.” In spite of
which once marked the American faulty logic, apparently the new
Negro, especially the southern breed feels that the attaining of
3 new status means the necessary
repudiation of everything associat-

ed_with the old.
This attitude is reflected in the
out of song and story. The image cold formality with which Pull
of “Uncle Tom" is ridiculed. Tem- man porters go about their work,
pers rise at the recounting of in the surliness of Negro waiters
folk tales and jokes involving Ne- in far too many establishments,
groes. and in the general demeanor of
But comes now a knucklerap-  self - conscious Negroes who wear
ping of such suppression, and their dignity as a suit of armor.
from the unlikely of “New ‘Whites and Negroes alike realize
South,” monthly publication of the that there will be litigation, ar-
bi-racial Southern Coun-  gument, irritation and continuing

friend of the Negro and a foe culture
of segregation. Thus, when she istence.

should carry weight:
“Why, indeed, should the
N isdeen 25 Years Ago
ing devotees seek January, 1957
to pressure out of existence Mr. and Mrs. Beaty Whiddon
tional, dramatic or musical pres- spent the weekend in Greenville.
ervation of a 50 rich, re-
gional and full of humor? Does M.
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